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Consequences of Alleged 1979 Sverdlovsk Anthrax
QOutbreak Explored

GIWNUI694 Minsk ZNAMY A YUNOST! in Russian
24,25 Oct 90

[Article in two instaliments by Sergey Parfenov: “The
Secret of the *Sarcophagus'™: reprinted from the maga-
zine RODINA No 5, 1990]

[Text] There are several cemeteries in the city. But
kanging like @ sword over one of them, Vostochnyy, 152
national curse...

No. this place 1 still filled with visitors, espectally on
parents” day. People wander through the fanes and paths.
They cry. they are stlent. they remember the deceased.
Just as they do everywhere else.

Hut nobody is hurrying to Sector No. 15. Here, as a rule.
there are no people. and a somber silence prevails, There
are dosens of graves, Many have been forgotten and
neglected, and they are overgrown with weeds, Nothing
i taken out of nere fold wreaths and drey and mown
grass, for ¢xample, are burned) and any digging or
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cultivation of the ground here is strictly forbidden The
sector is inspected periodically by workers of the SES
[sanilur}ucpidcmiologicul station]. The high oticials of
Sverdlovsk and the oblast know about the “sarcophi-
gus™: they say that on the city map this corner of the
cemetery is marked with a red cross.

What secret is kept in Sector No. 15 of the Vostachnyy
Cemetery, what is it that evokes fear to this very day”

The Official Version

Early in the morning on 4 April 1979 in Chkalovskiy
Ravon in Sverdlovek (not far from the 19th military
compound where the laboratories of the Scientific
Research Institute of Vaccines of the USSR Ministry of
Defense is located), some incomprehensible things
started 10 happen. The telephones in the first aid service
would not stop ringing: All of a sudden, for no apparent
reason. people were becoming disabled and weak. their
temperatures shot up to above 40 [degrees centigrade].
they had bout< of coughing and vomiting... The patients
were taken to city hospital No. 24—some of them from
home and some of them right off the street. Soon there
were no empty beds there (the only treatment facility
could take only 100 people) and they began to send the
afflicied (with what nobody knew vet) to the ncighboring
hospital No. 20...

Margarita Ivanovna llenko. the head physician of city
hospital No. 24, says:

“Ten vears ago we actually did not have a hospital: we
lived and worked in crowded condstions. Such a tlood of
patients was quite unexpected and we sent some of them
10 the *“Twentieth. And all of a sudden the head physi-
cian. Yakov losifovich Khpnitser. called me from there:

«Listen. llenko. we had two of “yours™ dic on us..."
[ was taken aback:

*The diagnosis?’

“Seemed 10 be pneumonia...’

“ After a short period of time the phone rang again. ltwas
Klipnitser:

**Margarita lvanovna, 1 am in a state of panic: Three
more have died”

“*From what”
“*Tovic pneumonti..’

*A\My word of honor. | broke 1nto a sweat. Forat the
disease was not profonged. and it dunng that ume there
were no complications, no shp-ups.” { am sure that a
trained medic s well aware of the fact that pneumonia s
pracucally never fatal. And here we had an almost
instantancous, extremely severe form! Peaple were dving
from pulmonary hemorrhage.
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“and then it dawned on me: God. this was some kind of
infection! ..

“HBut what kind?

Roza Khazivevna Gaziveva, the head of admissions of
hospitay No. 24, recalls:

»As senior therapist. 1 was on duty that terrible night.
Thes kept bringing people in. There was nowhere 10 put
them: we had to put them in the corridors. Some of them
who felt better after first aid tried to go home... They
were later found on the strects—the people had lost
consciousness. And there was a problem in the building:
A man had died. A woman was critical. [ brought her
back to life with mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. To no
avatl. During the night we had four people die. I could
hardly watt'until morning. ! was frightened...

1t was tn the air: infection, infection. infection. Gaziyeva
could barely stand on her feet: She had three small
children and she herself was still yvoung—she wanted to
live. But this feeling came a little later, and for now her
head was splitting into pieces: What was happening, why
were people dyving. how could they stop it? By the time
ML Henko came into the reception room, Gaziyeva was
almost tn tears. Her rounds were simply a nightmare. In
the wards the dead and living alternated...

M. Henko:

[ understood why the personnel were in shock: [ looked
at a patient—he was as good as dead. But even two or
three munutes betore he died he looked at the doctor
calmly. as though nothing had happenced. although all the
patient’s body (from somewhere on his back) was cov-
ered with the typical spots of a corpse. A moment later
there was blood 1n his throat and he was gone...™

Two davs later—finally!—they woke up “upstairs.”
Ihagnosis- anthrax! The situation had changed abruptly.
All medical services 1n the city were put to work. Organs
ot the sanitary-cpidemiological service, veterinary sef-
vices. fire departments, mihitary services, enterprises and
argantzations of Sverdlovsk. The emergency became the
subject of large-scale imvestigations in the obliast and
upper cchelons of power. Highly placed leaders of the
USSR Mintstn of Health, including the countny's chief
samitars physician PN Burgasoy, camie to the Urals,

The medical workers of hospttals No. 20 and No. 24
were given an order: to move all patients infected with
anthrax to ity clintcal hospital No. 40, to the infectious
diseases facility. The collectives were to begin vaccl-
nating the populatton and decontaminating the area of
Chkalovskiy Rayon,

The people were moved. All the patients ended up under
the constant scrutiny of medical personnel, the best
spectalists in the oblast. But.. they continued to die.

In 1979 Galima Aleksevevna Lyashchenko was working
as hiet of the oftice for services (funeral services) for
production combine No. b
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“What was espectally etched o my memory” The situe-
ation 1tselt surroundig the vutbreah of anthran. Peaple
were nervous and did not understand things vers wetl |
There was ¢ innuendoes, panic.. And. of course,
mmense sot, the tragedies of fanalies. [ alone had to
bury no less than >t deceased. They were matnly middle-
aged men..."”

In spite of the minimal amount of information, rumors
about the emergency spread rapidly through Sverdlossk.

Witnesses 1o these events remember that April welll the
atmosphere of wild fear among the population. the
panic. the many alarming rumors (right down to the
poin: of saving that IT “broke out™ in the 19th mulitary
compound and dragged the poison through Chkalovskiy
Rayon). People tried not to cat meat, sausage, or {rank-
furters, they avotded going out of the house, they locked
up the windows and doors. and they himited their con-
tacts with one another. The local newspapers pubhished
explanatory articles with recommendations on how to
protect oneself from anthrax.

But many people did not believe the official version.
And with some justification. Thus when patients would
come to city hospital No. 40 they were asked 1t they had
anything to do with the 19th military compound. A
limited group of Sverdlovsk residents more or less that
behind the strong army fence in a secrel scientific
subdivision they were doing work related to the vacane.
Is this not where the mystertous discase came from?

According to the figures of the militany scientists, “the
cattle belonging 1o the citizen Perevaloy from the villuge
of Averinskiy tn Sysertskiy Ravon fell Il with anthray
and mass death of animals began here at the end of
March.” This. they said, was the source of the trageds.

But here is the hitch: From the statistics that were given
for th2 spread of anthrax—1359 outbreaks—it guite det-
initely follows that this “plague™ has afflicted livestock
and passed humans bv. Why was 1t that 1 the spring ol
1979 1t hit us so selectively and fiercehy? There 15 no
answer,

Incidentally, here s what the head state vetenman
mspector tor Sverdlovsk Oblast, Valentin Petrovich
Yaroslavtses. has to say (he has been working an this
position for many sears and s a seny qualitied special-
15t)

“When we found out about the emergencs and the
diagnosts that had been given. we immediately put our
people to work. conducted caretul rescarch, and did
hundreds of analyses of the sol, feeds. and wir So 1 shall
be brief: We did not find any source ot the discase or
cause of the cutbreak of anthray i our serviee..”

FALSIFICATION?

Here 1 a fact that draws our attention. In practcatly all
of the documents, artickes, and reterence works cnclud-
ing 1 the statements trom the mlitany b pertininge e the
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sad eveats of 1979 in Sverdlovsk, there are always
references, quotations, and figures from the article of
Professors 1.S. Bezdenezhnykh and V. N, Nikiforov, “An
Epidemiological Analysis of Anthrax in Sverdlovsk,”
printed in No. 5 of ZHURNAL MIKROBIOLOGII,
EPIDEMIOLOGH I IMMUNOBIOLOGII for. 1980.
And this practically the main argument of the propo-
nents of the official version of the outbreak.

But let us rercad this article.

“The sporadic cases of anthrax in humans in one of the
rayons of Sverdlovsk were preceded by an outbreak of
anthrax among agricultural animals on certain farms...
The animals were probably infected through feeds.

*“In March-April there was a marked increase in the
slaughter of cattle on certain farms and the meat was sold
on the outskirts of the city through private business.
Moreover, one cannot rule out the possibility of the sale
by the private sector of meat from animals that had to be
slaughtered...”

This requires a brief commentary.

In the first place, for such serious scientists who are
drawing far-reaching conclusions (the infection of
humans with anthrax occurred through the meat of
domestic cattle), arguments like “probably”™ and *‘it
cannot be ruled out™ are hardly acceptable.

In the second place, one would have 10 be completely
ignorant of the rural way of life and the psychology of the
land-owning peasant to assert that in March-April he
could decide to cruelly kill all of his domestic livestack.
Never! In the country livestock are slaughtered in the
autumn, when the first really cold weather comes. and
then in the middle of the winter, but always keeping in
mnd that the herd must reproduce itself and there can
be no fosses.

We quote further:

“The distribution of the victims according to the dates of
thewr illness, taking into account the duration of the
incubation period. made it possible 10 rule out the
possibility of infection through mecat which was centrally
provided for the public food supply. if that had hap-
pencd one could expect outbreaks of the discase.

“From mcat taken for examination from two familics in
where there were victims we isolated the pathogenic
organism for anthrax. In both cases the meat was bought
from private individuals at unofficial marks and the
strains of the pathogenic organism of anthrax isolated
from the meat were the same as the strains isolated from
the afflicted humans...”

And what does this prove? In the opinion of 1.5, Bezden-
czhnykh and V.N. Nikiforov, it proves that the infected
meat was the cause of the infection of the humans.,

Yuriy Mikhaylovich Gusev, the director of the Sverd-
fovsk plant for ceramic items:
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*i know that there is this version: The workers suffered
because of meat bought from private businessmen—but
it was really purchased by an enterprise in an organized
way. This is not so. In the ¢ve of the holiday we actually
did acquire some meat from the Kadnikovskiy sovkhoz
in Sysertskiy Rayon. We have long-standing and good
relations with this farm and the collective helps the
sovkhoz, especially in harvesting the crop. But I can tell
you with complete certainty that the meat was inspected
by the veterinary service and it had a stamp, that is, their
conclusion was positive.

“We must look for the source of the disease somewhere
elsc. And the cause as well. Because at that ume the plant
lost more than two-tenths of its wurkers. And this was in
peacetime...”

Specialists go on to write:

*...Individual cases of anthrax among humans have been
registered, and there were skill and intestinal forms of
the infection. The anthrax-like nature of the illness was
confirmed by the results of laboratory examinations of
the humans and the animals.”

What do they mean by “individual cases™” Seven-tenths
of our deaths (according tu incomplete data, the Vos-
tochnaya cemetery is not the only place where they are
buried)}—what about that?

And why do the authors name only two forms of infec-
tion. Anthrax in humans is mantfested in three main
clinical forms: dermal, pulmonary, and intestinal. The
intestinal form appears as a result of cating the meat of il
animals. The dermal form the causative agent enters at a
point where the skin has been injured. mainly on
exposed pants of the body (face. neck. fingers, forearms).
We admut that both of them “occurred™ tn the spring of
1979.

But why did Bezdeneshnykh and Nikiforov not even
mention the pulmonany form of the infection! Perhaps
there were no cases of this? There were, and we are
convinced of this by tiie evidence from medical workers
of hospitals No. 20 and No. 24.

The problem is apparently that with the pulmonany form
the infection is acrogenic when the patient is working
with materials infected with spores of the anthrax baaill,
The discase progresses following the pattern of serious
bronchial pnecumonia. Is this not the riddie of the strange
tragedy of 19797 In order to fall il this way, to put nt
crudcly, you have 1o inhale something, that 1, mucrobes
that are in the air in “suspended™ form!

From a conversation with Farna Afanassevna Abramova
(former docent of the faculty of pathological anatomy of
the Sverdlovsk Medical Institutey:

“In 1979 T was already ona pension but they asked me to
come amd work in haspiial Noo 40 a8 a pathaological
anatomist. So T remember well the sad events in Apnl
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“Onee on Saturday—it was the end of the month—a
strong Young man was sent to us and on Monday he had
already died. They asked me to examine him: They said
it was a very complicated and incomprchensible dis-
Case...

~All right. We did an autopsy. One wits struck by the
intection of the lvmph nodes and the lungs. But [ aiso
pard attention to the hemorrhagic inflammation of the
encephatt and we discovered a so-called “cardinal’s
cap.” What is that” 1 told them it was simular to anthrax.
HBut both the clintcians and the infectious disease experts
who wete present had therr doubts: Enotgh about this
anthran, we finished wath that long ago .

<1 asked: Is eversthing clean in the aty, are there no
intections answhere? And then someone admitied:
lnstructions had been given to prepare a ward, they were
waiting for patients, so there was something.

“We decided to conduct a bacteriological investigation,
called the depaniment for especially dangerous infections
of the oblast sanitary-cpidemiological station, and seat
the body there. The microscopic sections were filled with
anthrax microbes! And things took off...

It werned out that in hospital No, 20 there had been an
outbreak and several deaths from pulmonary infections.
fut the diagnosis was different: pneumontia. They sent
an appeal to the chiel of the oblast public health depan-
ment N.S. Kikiforov. And the pathological anatomists
and court medical experts were all told that this was
indeed anthrax. We believed this and started our hellish
work.

All the people who were infected were taken to hospital
No. 40, With cach suspicious case in cther regions of the
¢ity we would go to the location immediately. To be safe,
during the first days the medical personnel took antibi-
otics. We had to handle a very large number of corpscs,
1 bnow for sure there were 42 bodies...

“Whi happened later, after the outbreak had been
conguered”? Something that was unique in all respects. In
the highest medical circles (with the knowledge of P.N.
Burgasov) they decided “while the case was still hot™ to
prepare and pubhsh a monograph (and in Sverdlovsk).
We planned a candidate’s dissertation about this case.
Warking on it with me was Lev Moiseyevich Grinberg,
who was working at that time as a pathological anatomist
i the tuberculosis hospital,

“We pathered the materials and went 10 Moscow,
wothed another two weeks on it there, and then wrote it
We left 1t there, including 80 or 90 color slides. The
morphological picture was very rich. But we never heard
anvthing more about the monograph (dissertation)!
Tavice [ was invited to give papers about the emergency
and anthirs—in Mascow (at the Botkin Hospitab and in
Sverdlovak at the oblast seminar jor pathological anato-
masts, But both tmes at the tast minute 1 heard: The
arranvements are canceled. anthraa 1s not included
amoene the espeetdly dangerous infections. .
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“1 have left as a ‘memento” of those days an engraved
watch—a gift from the Sverdlovsk oblispolkom {oblast
cxccutive committee] and the conviction that the infee-
tion of the humans 1n April-May 1979 was manly
acrogenic.”

A Virus From the Department
Comments from Margarita tvanovaa Henko:

“No. that was not anthrax, 1 am a protessional. an old
and experienced medic. The patients Tsaw had pulmo-
nary and respiratory anfections. Itus there was the
amazing speed with which the diseise took 1S course
What were we dealing with? Tt seems to me that it was
some microbe grown under spedific conditions. And |
am very sorry that the truth about it was suppressed from
the very beginning. 1t would have been pussible to avoud
many mistakes, incorrect actions. and fear..”

The head physician of the Scientific Rescarch Institute
for Protection Maternity and Childhood, Tamara Fedor-
ovna Kireyeva:

“We received lists of people in the rayon from which we
are categorically forbidden to admit obstetrics patients.
They took from us to hospital No. 40 2 nurse-
anesthesiologists, and through medical channels we
learned that paticnts from the ‘zone” went there—muainly
with pulmonary infections...”

What were these lists? There was a surprising pattern: An
especially large number of the names were of people
brought in from Sverdlovskaya (16 people). Eskadron-
nava, Lyapustina, Poldnevaya, Voyennaya, And agro-
nomicheskaya streets (we are speaking about hospital
No. 24)... Why? If you look a1 a mup of the CItY it 18 not
diflicult to note: alt these geographical points are...to the
south of the 19th military compound! Of the enterprises
of the rayon, workers of the ceramic items plant suftered
especially.

The people recall: The wind during the first days of April
1979 blew mainly from the north to the south...

On 17 February of that year there was what was perhaps
an unprecedented event in Sverdlovsk. The collective of
the sector for military cpidemiology (SVE}—one of the
structural subdivisions of the Scienutic Rescarch Insti-
tute of Microbiology of the USSR Manistry of Defense,
created in 1986 on the basis of the scienufic research
institute of vaccines of that same department—opened
the doors of their laboratory to civilians. Invited to visit
the military scientists of the 19th compound were LISSR
People’s Deputy V.1 Shmotyes, the first secretary of the
Sverdlovsk party city comnuttee V.D. Kadochnikov,
representatives of the rayon authorities, scientists ot the
Uralsk Branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences. veol-
ogists, and journahists, There was an mspection of the
heretofore classtfied facility and o press conference And.
of course. the conversation touched upon the events of
1979,
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For example, this question was asked:

“What is the sector for mihitany epidemology and what
o

functions does 11 perform today’

“Our sector 18 & scientific research institution of the
USSR Musiry of Defense,” answered the chief of the
SVE. Candidate of Technical Sciences Colonel AT,
Kharechko. " The scientific subject matter envisions the
solutions w a broad complex of problems in the area of
anubacteniological protecnion. This is the development
of means and methods of disinfection of the locality,
nulitary equpment. arms, and vanous military prop-
erty. means of individual and collective protection of
humans from biological acrosols, and also means of
rapid discoveny of harmful substances in the environ-
ment. We also conduct rescarch and study of the mech-
anism of biotogical damage to mulitany equipment, that
15, the influence of varnous natural micro-organisms on
the constituent materials of this equipment for in nature
there are also microbes that are compatible with tech-
notogy which destroy metal and plasties...”

“How does one evaluate the sector’s activity under the
condittons of the recentdy changed militany and poliical

oy

situation in the world? Is this work not supertluous’

N0 ohjected Anatohiy Trofimovich, “Rescarch in this
area is bang conducted on a broad scale in Western
countries, although, true, not in private laboratories but
onlyvin ndustriat ones. And i vou look at the regulations
ot the armed forces of these countries, as betore they
caviston measures for antibactenological protection, so
it would be unjustifiable carelessness for us 1o halt this
work unilateraliy...”

“Residents of Sverdlovsk sull link this outbreak of
anthrax tn the spring of 1979 to the activity of the
institution located on the territory of the 19th military

g

compound. What can vou sayv about this?

“That opimon is profoundly nustaken. The rumors that
made their way around the city in the spring of 1979
about some outbreak that was supposed to have occurred
on the territory of our mstitution and the discharge of
the causative agent of anthrax into the environment had
no real grounds, Mainly because we never had anvthing
1o do with the outbreaks. [nour laboratories there simply
were no substances, materials, or processes which could
have led to the outbreak. [ think this absurd version
became widespread because the magority of people are
more inchined 1o believe in certin tantastic things than
it real and natural eaplanations, The veny unusual and
tragic nature ot the situation apparently  demanded
cquatly unusual and sensattonal causes. The regimen of
secrecy and the notonous departmental interests also
plaved no small role here.

“Sad as it may be, the tact that this subject s being rased
agatn now can most hkels be expfamned by the existence
of certann groups and individuals who are trving to gan
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recognition and populanty by awakening @ negative
attitude toward the army in the community. This s a
destructive poliey...”

And so the speaialists of the sector of mulitary epideni-
ology assert: The discharge of anthran causative agents
from the terntony of the 19th nulitary compound never
happened at all, nor was there any kind ol outbreak

Yes, there were rumors about this amo-g the population
But the discharge of poison could occur “"on the quict™ —
through the venulation system, for example. Betore 198
the sector and prior 1o that the screntific rescarch insu-
tute engaged 1n the development of technology for the
production of vaccines for protecung the country'’s
troops and population from a number of dangerous
infections. But where there as a vacaoine there are also
strains of virulent cultures of causative agents which
were used 1n the laboratones. Including anthran.

This is not the only disturbing thing. During the first
days of the outbreak medical workers pad attention
Most of the people who suffered from 1t were men. At the
news conference. incidentally, workers of the SVE gave
these statistics: Duning the emergency 96 people tell il
Of these 25 percent were women and 73 percent wery
men. One child was also atfhicted.

But what does all this tell us? First of all o tells us about
the strange selectvity of the disease. It "mowed dowan™
the adult, most able-bodied population. and amaong
men—in the age group from 31 to ) vears of age
(mainly). How does one explaim all this” Only by the tact
that, say. on that fateful dav uminspecied meat was
brought in to sell at the ceramics plant? Or perhaps st was
a virus that broke out randomly or was it programmed”

Look. Considerable forces were dispatched to clean up
after the outbreak. This was already discussed bricthy
above. But in addition they mobilized (there s probably
no other way 1o put i1) to the region of Viorchermet
automotive transportation enterpriscs, the city planming
service, students of the Sverdiovsk Medical {nstitute,
and so forth and so on. In the region of the 1Yth nulnan
compound people in gray-green protective sutts took sotl
samples. In some places, particularly in the region ot the
former collective gardens behind the ceramues plant they
removed the upper soil laver. Cenain strects were cove-
cred with a new layer of asphalt, Firemen wiashed the
roofs, sidewalks, farge buildings, and houses..

M1 Henko:

“When they began to pour a speaial solution exerywhere
(which was ntended to kil the rest of the anthruy
agents), the situation, in my opinion, became worse.

What was the matter? Medical eaperts assume that by
the time of the mass work for disintecting the werritors ol
the ravon, the acrosol (f vou accept the “leabape”
version) or the so-called “dust™ had already settded and
been buried. And now it has been ransed up ainto the an
again. The rest s understandable, Unsuspecting people




JPRS-TEP-91-001
23 January 1991

swallowed the fatal “dust” and it infected the mucous
membrane of the upper respiratory tracts and the lungs.
Bronchiai pncumonia was the lethal outcome...”

Ask the Dead the Price of Life

One question will not leave me 1n peace: Why did the
malitary suddenly become so communicative? Of course.
todas one has to deal with public opinion. USSR Peo-
ple's Deputy GLE. Burbulis showed an interest in the
events of 10 years agoin Sverdlovsk. But the main thing
15 that in 1989 the sector changed over to economic
accountabihity. It could dehver nutrient medium to lab-
oratories on a contractual basis. conduct the most com-
phicated chemacal analyses for medical experts. sterihze
instruments and materials. engage in subject research,
conduct hactertological ceruification of the locatton, and
conduct ceological obsersations After all the SVE has
cquipment civihan laboratories could never dream ot

Hut this requires partaers, one must have an irreproach-
able business reputation. and n all matters one must
profess not only advantage and commercial gamn but also
hunesty and confidence. This 15 probably one of the
reasons why they held the news conference 1n the 19th
muihtary compound 1n February.
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But netther before nor after it was there any contidence
that the development of cvents an the spring ot 1474
proceeded precisely the way the oftiqal version claims
For example, the military clearly hint that the emergency
was on the conscience of the service of the sanitars-
epidemiological stauon and 1t was because ol theit
thoughtlessress and carelessness that the anthran specad

Well 1n the spring of 1979 1n the outskirts ot Sverdlossh
in Sysertskiy Rayon, cases of infection of domestue cattle
with anthrax were registered. But it cqually prabable
that this outbreak comncided in ume with the “hackfire’
of the Scientific Research Institute of Vacanes and this
was subsequently used by the mubtary department fof i
own alibi.

The author by no means claims that his Judgments afe
final. And 1t would be premature and rresponsthle tsas
the least to draw hasty and categorial conddusions Hut
the discussion of the tragic story of the “anthrasy’ s
Sverdlovsk had to occur one way of another  And toe

now the Soviet citizen has no certants that the inloris:
tion given to him from official sources and the seorct
departments 15 objective and rehiable. Framples” The
fate of the Aral. Chernobyl, the chain of bloady . terribis
neglected conflicts tn the Transcaucasus. the bloods
April in Tbilisi. And where 1s the guarantee that we ate
not sitting on another bomb todas.




