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£ TEXT: stry a “ndustry plnnt lpocuuus
who tuwnod cxtmivoly in the eastern sectors of the USSR during 1974-1981 were
avare of heavy utilization of forced labor on the Baikal-Amur Mainline (BAM) construc-
tion project and on several construction matariale enterprises on Sakhalin Island.

Although specific statistical information was not mads available to them,

ministry patent specialists who visited the BAM construction project areas were
aware that the percentage of forced labor to regular labor wvas extremely high oa

that project. There wers about 12 construction materials entsrprises on Sskhalin
Island that were subordinate _to_‘thc RSFSR-Ministry of the Construction Materials
Industry, each employing an average of about 60 workers. Approximately 80 percent
of these workers were forced laborers serving sentences for violeat crimes or white
collar crimes such as embexzlement.

2. Ministry patent spaecialists and other official -travellers were awvare that
forced labor was a common phenomenon in the USSR, particularly in the esastern sec-
tions of the country. While forced labor wes rare or non-existent in the westszm
part of the USSR it became more and. more prevalent as.ona .travelled, esat. . . Generally,
labor-intensive activities such as mining and producuon of coustruction materials
drew the highest percentage of forced llbonr-. ‘n\- Soviet wedia describded work
crews on the BAX project a 1 ,A £
ment amon niniatry,«p
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