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<TEXT: REMELY DIFFICULT. TO ESTIMATE THE PERCENTAGE OF
CONVICTED INDIVIDUALS - IN THE USSR WHO COULD HAVE BEEN CLASSIFIED AS
POLITICAL DISSIDENTS BECAUSE THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS VERY RELUCTANT
TO ADMIT THAT ANYONE WOULD HAVE CAUSE TO SHOW DISSENT AGAINST THE
STATE. THE RECORDS OF THOSE INDIVIOUALS HHO DID COMMIT POLITICAL
CRIMES HWOULD PROBABLY INDICATE THAT THEY HAD BEEN CONVICTED OF
DRUNKENESS OR HOOLIGANISM, OR THAT THEY HAD EXHIBITED INSANE BEHAVIOR.
AND HAD BEEN SENTENCED TO A SANITORIUM, MANY OF WHICH NERE JOINTLY -
SUBORDINATE TO BOTH THE MINISTRY OF HE‘LTH AND THE KGB. AT ANY RATE,
THE PERCENTAGE OF THOSE PEOPLE CONVICTED AS POLITICAL DISSIDENTS HAS
YERY SMALL AN NLY LESS THAN ONE HALF OF ONE PERCENT OF ALL
CONVICTIONS. COMMENT: SOURCE FOUND THIS GQUESTION VERY
DIFFICULT TO ESS BECAUSE HE WAS A DEFENSE ATTORNEY .FOR CIVIL- - e
CRIMES ONLY, AND DID NOT HAVE THE SECURITY CLEARANCE REQUIRED TO
DEFEND THOSE ACCUSED OF POLITICAL CRIMES.)
. 2.. IT HAS NOT REALLY POSSIBLE TO ESTIMATE WHITH ANY ACCURACY - - gpeuives:
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF 'SOVIET CITIZENS WHO WERE IN THE OVERALL PENAL OR
CORRECTIVE LABOR SYSTEM, BUT 600,000 OR MORE WERE PROBABLY SERVING
AND. ANOTHER 4,000 : NCARCERATED
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"WOULD BE TOO LOW. IN ADDITIO EVES THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
. PGNDITIONALLY RELEASED FROM IHFSRISONHENT AND WORKING IN OBLIGATORY
(.ABOR HO'L:_JLD BE GREATER THAN 500,000
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