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VEMORANDUM
¥izaragua: ?Proszpects for a Refucee EZxodus
We do not foresee a large~scale exoduz ¢f refugees from
licaragua to the 7S .~ =ne near Eutu: '
we are aware of only one instance of "toat-people”-type
departures from Nicars agua. Zarly this month, 15 Nicaraguans
f£leeing the Sandinis regime nled on a fishing boat :o

1
4
Colombia. They were de ied cef
h

av
ge by Colombian authorities and
apparently then embarked for rtha N

etherlands Antilles.

The middle clazs has been the group most affected by
lounting econom.ic ha—dshxp, government confiscations, and
restrictions on polizical freedoms. Conseqguently, middle class
emigration probably will accelerate in the months ahead.
lonetheless, the middle class represents only a small percentage
of Nicaragua's 2.5 million population.

One other grougs, the Miskito Indians of MNicaraqua's EZast
Coast, nas been aanx-xcant‘/ affecrted by Sandinista
repression. Last spring, about 2,000 Miskitos took refuge in
Fonduras. There is nc information *o suggest, however, that they
will seek to enter the fnited Statec,

the oresent at
least--working class Nicaraguans are considering emigrating to
the United States, The situation could change if economic
conditicns worsen and the Sandinistas adopt nore represcive
easures. Dizconternted Nicaraquans probably would flee their
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Sountry overjand rather tRhan uv sez, Given their na=zion's lonc,
- 20r0ous berdecs witn oot H uras ané Costa Ricz. While scme
Nicaraguan refugees could ch the Unizedé States overlang
tnrough Mexics, their nu

comparison o :those of immigrants from Mexico itsel
ever from overpopulated, w torn I Salvader, wnose populat

ongd

Tea
numders would be insignifizan= in
illega

ar-
iz nearly double =nat of Nicaragqua.

This memorandum is classified qusfsngIAL throughout.
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