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SUMMARY: LIEUTENANT GENERAL KHANG, I1I CORPS conMAwDER, -
SAID THAT ON 14 MARCH 1568 PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN:TIHIEU:
(EXPRESS ED:COHﬂ_RdfABOUI“Rbmga§;Q§;ﬁ;§ﬂﬂIﬁﬁﬁZﬁﬁﬁ??hKHANG

- REASSURED THIEU THAT IN SPITE OF THE RUMORS, HE IS NOT

' INVOLVED IN PLANNING A COUP. THYEUBELIEY VES THAT ST RETS

Nfi'”?“"SA‘VATIP” C’}-"ON. {‘Sr)-UAS 0°CANIZED BY T £ TAMER'ICANS:

" .

‘ro _GENERATE “SUPPORT- FOR ‘A ‘COALITIONTGOVERNMENT WHTCH ™
”"L INCLJDETHE.NALIONAL»FRONTg;QDMIﬁQ;LIBLRALION OF. >
soura“&iarﬁﬁm THIEU_IS_ cowc-nvzn NITH IﬂE SITJATIOV

<IN-IV CORPS.T.KHANG EVPRVSS“D CONFIDENCE IN THE NEwLYV

- APPOINTED IV CORPS COMMANDER, MAJOR GENéRA! NGUYEN DUGC
-THANG, BUT SAID THAT HE:ZIS_NOCT. pEPLAINlIHATmlHANG ‘HAS®

'z-sL I"NT IRoopo.frnrru ASVVD IF.THERE--WERE. AKY~EVIDENCE

wh-u | KHANG .ASSURED. HIM THERE WAS nor THICU PO!NTED OUT

Tdni THC U.o. MISSION TS NOT MONOLOTHIC IN TS .VIEWS. |

e

KHﬁAG.DILS?&OTjEAPcC1EAN AlTACK ON SAIGON IN THE NEAR -

FULRE. dZ TOLD THIEY HE. QUESTI0NS’ THE_WISDOM~0F MAKING

- THE CONTCIFLATED CHANG*” IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE - --

"IN THE PROVINCES AT THIS TI4E. END SUMMARY.
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1. DURING A LENGTHY PRIVATE CONVERSATION ON 14 MARCH

1968, PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU EXFRESSZID CONCIRN TO
LIEUTENANT GENERAL LE NGUYEN KHANG, III CORPS COMMANDER,
THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY HIGHT TRY TC QUEXTHROY
THIEU'S GOVERNMENT. KHANG TOLD THIEU HE KNOWS THIRE ARE

Y RUMORS THAT HE AND BRIGADIER GENZRAL NGUYEN NGOG
LOAN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF Tz NATIONAL POLICE, ARE FLANNING
A COUP, BUT THE RUMORS ARE NOT TRUE. KHANG DOTS NOT KNOW
HOW THESE RUMORS GOT STARTED BUT HE SUSPECTS SOME Ve
COMPLICITY. IN AR EFFORT TO PREVENT SUCH RUKORS, KHANG
SAID HE HAS BEEN AVOIDING POLITICIANE BECAUSE HANY OF
THE® ARE PRONE TO TWIST SOME REMARK HE MIGHT MAKE ASOUT
HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT INTO ALLEGAT IONS
OF COUP PLOTTING. RECINTLY KHANG TWICE REFUSED TO MEST
WITH SZNATOR DON. XHANG SAID THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT
INTERPRET HIS OR LOAN'S REMARKS ASOUT THE NEED FOR STRONGER
AND MORE DYNAWIC GOVERNMENT AS MEANING THEY ARE PLANNING

A COUP. PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS ALSO SUSJECT TO STRONG
CRITICISN BY THOST IN THE UNITED STATES WHo DISAGREE WITH

HIS PCLICIES. KHANG SAID THAT HE CALLS TN PRESENT PHASE

3.4(b)(1)
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U.S. GOVERNMENT IN VIETNAN.™ 4AANC SATD KE T0LD THIEU
THAT HE £ZZ5 WANY PARALLELS BETWIEN 1988 AND 1954 IN VIET-
NAN. DURTNG 1954 THE FRENCH WEAZ WINNING MILITARILY BUT
THI DEFEATIST PSYCHOLOGY OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE MADE [T

IMPSEZSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH TO DEFEAT THE COMMUNISTS. TODAY'

IT IMPCRTANT THAT THISU NOT 2L VICT IMIZZD Y RUMIRS,
s SANY OF WHICH AR SPREAD 3Y THE COMNUNISTS AND DESIGNED
D

IVISIVINZSS. KHANG SATD HE TOOK
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AND DANG DUC KHCI TO ORGANIZE THE NSF WITH THE ULTIMHLE
C2JECTIVE OF GENERATING PGPULAR SUPPGRT FGR A COALITION
COVERNMENT WHICH WILL INCLUDE THT NAT IONAL FROHT FOR THE
LIBZR-T10u CF SCUTH VIETwAM (NFLSV). FoR THIS REA SDN,'
THE AMZRICANS ZZILEZCTED SENATOR TRAN VAN DOWN, MAI HUU

AUAR, XD OTHIR FORMER GENIRALS OF PRO-FRENCH, NEUTRALIST 1.5(c)
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'POSTURE TO LEAD THE NSF. THIEU SAID HE IS FOLLowf:&ETHE T

TACTIC OF PAYING LIP SERVICE 10 DUN S REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT
FOR THE NSF WHILE TRYING TO COJNTtPBAL NCE IT WITH POLIICAL

FORTS OF HIS CWN GENERATED BY NCUYEN val QUONC, SECRETARY

Pl

CZINERAL OF THE PDLQTDLNCY AND TRAN van AN.

1.560)
— gt

I s FORT USATEL Y THERE IS EVIDENCE

THAAT THZ NSF DOES ¥OT HAVE THE UNQUALIFIED SUPPGRT OF

VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEH cfsu KY'S FOLLOWERS AKD CITED LOAN _
+s i 2xanr. I covicu: : I T
W K0T HAS COMPLATSED THAT LoaN Has 3rgy “TTCKING THE |
NSF THROUGH THE NEWSPAPER CONG CNUNG.)” THIZU ASKSD Fog

-

KHANG' S VIEW OF THE NSF. XHANG SAID HE courn NOT GUESS TH"
NSF'S TRUZ MOT IVES BUT NE SHARED THIZU'S SUSPICIONS OF

—

MAI HUU Xuan.

5. N DTSCUS ING'THE 1v. CORPS AP&P, ‘%I U SAID HE I3
CONCERNED THAT THE VIZT Kopa (VC)Y YWILL 3% ADLL‘ TC CONSOLIDAT:, -

THEIR PRISENT CONTROL OF TuE omun.e IDE. THIEU SAID THAT s
T T S ‘ - " 34(b)(1)
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HE HAS BEEW SCHMEZWRAT SKEPT ICAL OF pa

CLAIMED IN THE DELTA BECAUSE HE F

£}

E

.
43}

THAT SUs GF THE

EFFCRT HAS 3EEW SUPERFICIAL. HE SAID IT ISLNQUEST ICHAZL

TRUE THAT THE SITUATION IY fHE.COUNTRYSIDE I8 1V 20RPS
/SRSEWED MARKEIDLY SINGE THE ENENY'S TET OFRFENSIUL.

THIZU EXPREISSED CERY OVER THE NUMBEIR OF OUTPOSTS wHICH

WAVZ BEZN OVERRUM, AND SAID THE UC ARE EVEN ACTIVE POLITICALLY
I SONZ ARZAS AND APPARENTLY ARE RECEIVING ZOME POPUL 4R

SUPP3RT. HE ASKED IF KHANG HAD ANY COMNENTS OR SUGGESTIONS

(=]

CN THE IV CORPS SITUa T CN

WA M oA Tr A A
. KHAAMNG SAID THAT MA:

e

OR GENZRAL NGHYEN DUC Trialg,
NZWLY APFOINTSED JV CORS COMMANDER, HAS & VERY DIfyICULT

ASSIGNMENT; AND HE- IKHANDD I5 NOT CERTAIN THAT THaNO HAS

.

=

SUFFICIZNT TROOPS TO DC SOB. KHANG %EELS Qe =wiep

THAT COULD- BZ TAKEY TO LZ=EN THAN'S SSCURITY PRCELEN WOLR.L
BE A WELL-PLANNED CONSOL ID ¢ AT ION OF HAMLETS. suc
CONSOLIDAT IN WOULD INCREASE THE EFFECT IVENESS OF STATIC

DEFEN3Z AND PGSSIELY RELEASE FORCES FOR THE ALL IﬂPOPTANT R

FACILITATE THE CREATIGH OF INTERNAL CONTRCL MECHAN ISNS -
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WHI_E THANG FACES A SERICUS CHALLENGE AND LIRS ALL THC
- ' CCRPS COMMAMDERS, COLLD USET MORZ TRUOPS, XHANG FEELS THAT®

© BE-BROUGHT TO THE DELTA, AND THAT THE GOVER

""-~ *

EDITIONS -~

oS -
(elzssifcation) (dissers comtrols) ' o

CIN HD RAMLETS. AT PRESENT, KHANG Aécufbj"fHF§? AREHOT

I0 CONTHOL THE MOVEMZNT OF VC AMCHG THE MANY HAMLETS.

ADDITION, IF SUPPORTED 2Y TKS ANZRICANT, c-'DUl.’) GIVE THE

" CORPS THAT THE AMERICANS HAD ASSISTED THE VC DURING THE

- ~ s ———— =

ZNCUGH SECURITY FORCES TGO PRZTECT THE SCAT T_..D HAWLET S
0R ENOUGH MANPOWER TO SET UP INTEZRNAL CONTROL- MECHANISHMS

ta .

THANG WILL BE ASLE TO“GAIN'THE'CPFE RAND MILITARILY.

HOWZVER, IT IS INPORTANT THAT S3TRONG AND HONEST,GOVE§NWENT

4]
AJ
=

U)
&2

MENT 'S MESSAGE
GETS THROUK TO THE PEASANTS. THE GOVERNMINT'S INFORMAT ION
PROGRAM IS VERY IMPORTANT. THIEU REPLIED fHAI Hi HAD ASKED
ENERAL W.C. WESTMOREAND TO SUPPORT AN-INCRE AST OF-
138,222 TROOPS FOR THEZ VIZTNAMESE AR UY (ARVNY AND THIS

CORPS COMMANDERS THE ADDED TROOPS THJYNhLD.

7. THIEU ASKED IF THERE ht?p ANY EVIDENCE "IN III

TET ATTACKS. KHANG SAID ON THE COWTRARY THE RZACT ION OF
U.S. ARMORED ELEMENTS I THE EARLY HOURS WAS ALL THAT

PREVENTED THE ENEMY FROM OQVERRUNNI TAN SON  NHUT A IR
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. BASE. KHANG SAID”BOTH-BEFORE'AND‘AFTER THE ATTACK HIS,

f.COM ENT. KHANG ADDED THAT H?ML MINISTER NGUYEN VAN

AN UNDC?STANDLNL WTTH THE NFLSU WITHOUT CONSULTING HIW

'COOPBRATION FROM LIEUTENANT GENE?AL WEYAND, CHIEF II

L FIELD FORCL, LEFT NG DOUBT IN HIo MIND OF THL AMERICAN

'LOC WAS PRESENT AT Kﬂ“ﬂG S HOUSE DUQING THL FIRST DAy OF
- THE ATTACKS AVD WAS AWARE oF WEYAYD S COMPL TE COOPtRATION

" THIEU SAID. IT IS POSSIBL& TdAT THE U.Ss. NILITARY IS FULY
. OPDOSZD TO THE VC BUT THAT CERTAIN OTHER LEMENTS OF

THE U.S. MISSION MAY NOT BE. HE REITERATED HIS OPINION
THAT THE U.S. hISSTON IS NOT MONOLITHIC IN ITS vwas. o f : | " e
- KHANG SAID THAT WHILE THIEU DID NOT SAY KE ELIEVhS THE ° |
RUNOR S CONCERPNTNG u s. COMPLICITY, IT IS POSoIBLL THAT

. HE FEZLS YTIS WTTHN Thn RFALM OF THL POQSIBLE. THIEU

ESNS VER Y CONCERNED THAT THE u. s. GOVERNKENT MIGHT REACH. ) SR

-AND THAT frErRz MAY BE CERIAIN SFCREL CHANNELS TO THE

VC OF WHICH THIEU IS UNAWARE, THUS, DESPITE THIEU'S 08- . o

VIOUS RISPICT FOR AND DEPZNDENCE ON THE AMERICANS HE oo i -
T RETAING A LA,&_%GEE&KEL‘"A?EE{&G‘&&ES , A | i
8. THIEU ASKED. IF KHANG LXPFCTS THE ENENY T0 ATTEMPT _ 240}

“igh T I PR B
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THAT HZ DID NOT. THIEU SAID KHAN G".ma 0NE OF THE Vz.nY £
FIU VISTNAMESE MILITeRY, “"5-1&::‘{-5 HAD," FROY THE EARLIZST " e
'S 0F TSI FIRST ATTACK, SONE O RECORD seazisT p sicod
JAYT GTD0ND ASSAULT. _KEJ.ANG Sa1D HESASED HIS OPINION f_ j’
3N DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE THAT THE ENINY HAD BZEN KR BADLY g gf
DURTHG THE FIRST ASSAULT AND NEEDS T1s8 To RECR0UP. m«aﬂs_g;; ]
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SAID HEZ -EXPECTS.GF NERAUZVCINGUY x_;TG'I;’-‘{P STGTTR ‘{fSO.M.E‘ HING e
o ST oot 5 MBS SRR b

3

2

..v_
u"‘«&,;.._
adi

SPECT ACLL A :ﬂ,usu-;szm;za;m D EMGCRATICNAT ICNAL--CONVENT ION & |

AND_ JUST..BEFORE.THE.U.S.=PRESIDENT TALTELECT 1008 SIRRANG iF
- | . N S
o.DI;g;g___'_r,{:,az_,,;.,_sI_AP_,,_-is-_A;'.:GASTER"'AT‘wAe_znc-. POLITICAL WAR= v ) &

B
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FAREZ -AND "HIS PRESENT T IP“F‘“ABL‘? ~IS ATTUNED-STO-POL IT TY“AL 9}

-

TS ST

DIVELCFMENTS 1N-THE Urs. o i
S. KHANG ADVISED THIEZU TO MEET MORE FREQUENTLY

WITH KIS YIETRANESS NILITARY COMMANDERS. HE SAID MOST OF

THZ SZWIOR GEZNERALS FIZL THAT THIZU HAS 3pey ISNORING THE

SINCE HE BECAME PRESIDENT. RHANG SAID THAT HE HAD BZEN

CRITICAL OF THEPRESIDENT AND THE GOVERNMENT BUT HAD SAID

NOTHING TO ANYONE THAT HZ WOULD KOT SAY TG THIEU, s ]

BELIZVES THAT THE 5AME IS TRUZ OF MCST CTHin ZEWIOR GENERALS. 1.5{¢)
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HZLP-UL AND HE HOPES THEY WILL CONTINUEZ TGO ZE FRANK AND

[T

OFZy rRIENDS. THIEU ASKED IF XHANG HAD ANY OTHER SUGCGES- !

TIONS., KHANG TOLD THIEU HE QUESTIONS THz WISDOM Or MAKING
SWZZPING Cn“““LS IN THE CORPS AREZAS AT THIS TIME SUCH AS .

THZ CONTZMPLATED CHANCGZS CONCEIRNING GOVERHMEHTAL DELEZGETES
j AND ?ROVINCE CHIZFS. HOWEVIR, IF THIEU FEELS HE MUST NMAKE
THIST CHANGZS NOW HE CAN DEPEZND ON KHANG'S SUPPORT . THIEU
SAID HE REALIZES THERE ARE TWC SIDES THE CONTEMPLATED
CAANGES AND PROMISED TO GIVE THE PROSBLEM MORE CONSIDERATION.
13, FiELD DISszM: STA C(AMBASSADOR BUNKER, POL IT ICAL
CCUNEZLOR)> USMACV (GENERAL WESTMORELAND, CGENRAL ABRAMS,
AM34SSADOR KOMER, CHIEF OF STAFF, J-2) 7IH AIR FORCE
CINZIRAL MOMYER) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF

1.5¢c)
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