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1. Announcement of Earth Satellite DATE DSTR. 28 Novemder 1957 °
W\

Launching at Soviet Embassy Reception

on M October 1957 NO. PAGES
2. Comments on the First Earth PEQUREMENT
Satellite and Puture Soviet Flans NO.

2

3.

Pabassy reception the evening of k October 1957, -~ -
Dr. L.¥. Rerkner received a message {pdirectly from Walter J. Sullivan,
correspondent of the Xev York Times, that the Soviets had launched their
satellite, This message vas Tecelved by Dr. Berkmer at approximately Ti100
p.m. Dr. Berkner requested V1adimir Dudenkov, Third Secretary of the Soviet . . ..
Exbassy, Yo secure the attention of the pecple attendant at the reception as
he would 1ike to maks an announcement. As soon as the attention of the group
ptaired, Dr. Berkner mada the announcessnt ibsat be wished to congratulate
lat 3 ists foi thoir first Buc: esaful: chingof-a satellitelzsy

While at the Sorlet

About five mimites after tm:;wg,’jgﬂet dslegate V.Y, Belousov-—.

recelved dispatches confimming this amouncemant.’ Thesa ‘were.appatently prese

dtspatches. 6Sbortly after this announcement, most of the American sclentists .

left the reception and reported dack to & central point for the purpose of - -

1?413*@17 going to work on their sclentific cosputations. A1} military

redio stations vere alerted, and all amateur stations including the Moon Watch.
n polnots alerted by the Azerican

It 1s felt, in reference to the observetlo
tional points than the USSR.

acientists, that the US bas yetter observa
launched evenlYy throughout the IGY.

3. Additiopal Soviet earth satellites will be
th will be launched. The veight and

It is expected tbal approximately one a mon
size of the satellite indicates that the launching device is apparently of the

Atlas type vith at lesst a 300,000 pound dooater. The purpose of this satellite
will be to mcasure atmospheric temperature. As the USSR contlimues to launch
satellites, 1t ia expected that the {nstrumentation and quality of the satellite vill
steadily improve. The first ope veighs B83.6 kgs. or approximately 184 pourds.

The orbit has been computed to de one hour and 35 mimates. . The angle of_ launching

ts 65 degrees from the equator (estimate).” - Possibilitles ‘axist, however, that

this is strictly a military experiment and could include photographic facilities.
i
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A point of significance made by source wes the fact that it is undoubtedly the .
odlective of the Soviets to develop space travel within the next fev years. .
Durting tha weed, °* A.A. Blagoaravov, member of the USSR Acedemy of Sciencés :

and ddegate, had on at lesst three separzte occasions, touched on this sudbject

and {s obviously extremely imterested in tkhis poesidility. It vas recalled

by source that Blagonravov {¢ the owner of a full-grown dog vhich five years

ego vas successfully used in experimental space travcl\vith no 111 effects. .
On future launchings the Boviets have promised that data will de given to the ’
United States within two hours of the satellite hunchi%.

Source indicated that a nev international advisory group on satellites will be

formed consisting of Dr. Fomer Nevell, B.M. Foloskov,with Dr. L.V. Berkner

as chairman. Other members may be added. It is interesting to note that in

the discussion of the formation of this committee, Poloskov wanted Massey of

Great Britain to be chairman, However, the final decision vas that Dr. Berkner
-

would de chairman.

Source indicated that if one had taken the time to comg(dnr the estimated
angle of launching of the Soviet satellite, approximately 60 or 65 degrees,
one might have figured out the approximate time of launching and time of
season which would make the satellfte most visible over a greater part of

the USSR.

Fo additfonal informatfon could be secured relative to the type of antenns used”
on the satellite at this time. The Soviets malntained that they were not that
close to the technical side of the satellite development.
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