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Latin America: International
Terrorist Actions in 1988

International terrorist incidents in Latin America
totaled 146 during 1988, up from 108 in 1987, This
increase occurred primarily because of attacks in
Colombia, where terrorists (requently bombed the
country’s multinationally owned pipeline. Peru had
the neat highest number of international terrorist
actions in Latin America. International terrorist at-
tacks in El Salvador increased in 1988, and Chile—
traditionally the third most active venue—experi-
enced a decrease in the number of such actions.
Despite decreases in the number of international
terrorist incidents in Chile and Peru, doraestic terroc-
ism continued at a high rate in both countries. Bolivia
also experienced an increase in the international
terrorist incidents, which included the attempted
bombing of Secretary of State Shultz's motorcade in

Augusl.g

US personne! and facilities were the target of about
15 percent of the intcrnational terronist actioas in
Latin America. Nowhere else in the world were US
targets attacked as often as they were in Latia
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Nearly all international terrorist activity in Latin
America last year was carmied out by indigenous
gucrrilla or radical orgaairatioas. {a cnce iacadent,
however, 2 group calling itself the Palestine Com-
maad detorated & bomb at 2 Jewtsh mosument in La
Paz, Bolivia, to protest the US Government's denial of
a visa o Yasir ‘Arafat Origias of this group remain
uncicar.

Colanshia

lateraationa! terrorist incidents in Coloambia mare
than qssdrupled in 1988, from 19 in 1987 10 88. A
sabotige campeign carried out by the Nationa! Liber-
atioa Army (ELN) agaiest the Cano Limon-Covenas
pipeline—jointly owned by Colombis and a consor-
tum of US 20d other Western okl coampanics—
accouated for the dramatic increase in the aumber of
incdents. The ELN was 1{s0 respoasible for most of

ret

the other international terrorist activity in Colombia:
it carried out 78 of the 88 international terrorist
actions. Nearly all were aimed at foreign business.
The group secks to drive foreign investment out of
Colombia and has caused the country more than $300
mitlion in damages and lost oil revenues. Pipeline
bombings slowed significantly in the last six months
of 1988. Only scven of the 58 bombings occurred after
1 July. A temporary shortage of explosive materials,
improved eccurity measures, and especially public
criticism of the ELN for the eavironmeantal damage
donc by oil spillages in the countryside probably
caused the group o slow its pipeline attacks and
conccutrale more on actions in urbaa arcas. [n Sep-
tember, the group detonated 1 remote~ontrolled
bomb in Bogota as the limousiace of the President of
Teraco-Colombia passed through an intersection near
the crecutive’s home.

o by thc zroup were same
(+ anmictaprugs, up tTtun wie in |987. The Lroup
kidospad 20 Amenican executive in Juac and held him
for four moatbs, appareatly unti! 2 ransom could be

acgodisted. A f
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Of the aince igternational terrorist actions carried out
by the [9h of Apnil Movemnent (M-{9)}—another
keftist gucrrilla group ia Colombis—most appear to
have boca carmed out to show solidarity with causes

beyand the borders of Colombxa. la late March, the
group fired 1 rocket at the US Embassy in Bogota to
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protest US troop maneuvers in Central America. In
mid-April, near the second anniversary of the US
airstrikes in Libya, the group bombed the Colombian-
. US Binational Ceater in Medellin. ~

W belerg that ﬂnc ‘v! 19—Ilike groups tn
.nd Costa Rica
irried OUt Lne nud-April aCLIOR 10 Mark

] the 1986 US airstrikes in Libya. The M-19 carried

out other attacks at about the same time on three US
commercial targets, a British company, and a French
bank. Y™
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In Peru, the number of international terrorist indi-
dents fell for the second year in a row, slthough the
threat of such actions remained high. During 1988,
there were 1S international terrorist actions, down
from 4] in 1987. The sharp decline was at least partly
because of the stringent socurity measares obeervod
by many foreign diplomatic and butincss personnc!
operating in Peru. In addition, 2 aumber of arrests of
Sendero Lumineso (SL) cell members in the capital
city—including the capture of Osaua Morote, 1 top
SL leader—probably contributed o the disruption of
planaed tervarist operations egainst intermational tar-
gets.

International terromst altacks oy members of the
Maraist-Leninist Tupac Amary Revolutioasry Mave-
ment (MRTA}—pcimarily 2 Lima-basad organina-
tion—a!s0 were down, [afighting over the lature of
the group 1ad possibly some coacern over the police
SuCCTsses in Lu'm, may kave contributed to the hadl.

A
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A slowdowa of both internatioas! and domestic ter-
rorist actions in Lima, perticularty in the second kalf
of 1988, had no floct oa spiraling terrocist activitics
in rural arcas, where the death toll from such actions
increased significantly. SL carried out three of its
seven atlacks on international targets tn cural Peru,
resulting in the deaths of an American AID contract

employee in June and two French engineers in De-
cember. Since the December attack, the group report-
dly has warned other foreigners in rural Peru that
they, too, will be targeted for attacks if they do not
leave the country—a measure no doubt aimed at
further undermining Peru's faltering economy.

The smaller, pro-Cuban MRTA continued to pose a
threat to international interests in Peru, although all
its international terrorist actions occurred during the
firs¢ half of 1988. These actions included several
attacks on forcign—including US—busincsses, at-
tacks on two US-Pcruvian binational centers operated
by USIS, and an attack on the residence of the US
Ambassador. -

El Salvador 'j-’

[n El Salvador, a sharp increase in urban terrorism—
particulady in the socond Ralf of 1988—pushed up
the number of intemational terrorist incidents from
twoin 1987 o 13 in 1988. All the |3 attacks were
against US targets. In declarations made duricg the
{all, elements of the Farabundo Marti National Lib-
crution Front (FMUN) stated their inteation W in-
crease errorsa—both domestic aad {aternational—
ia the capital. The guerritlas waraed on scveral
occasions that US personael woukd abo be targeted.
Amoceg the actions sgainst US targets were 2 number
of gunfire attacks oa US Embassy vehicles, a rocket
atsck oa the US AID offices, and gnother oa the
Sberatoa Hoted. The Sberaton Hoted sttack occurred
Jjust before the arrival of OAS represeatatives, who
were mecting 4t the batel in San Salvador for the
orgagizatioa’s 18¢h General Asscmbly. These high-
visibelity urban terrorist actions were apparcatly
simad at discreditiag the Sehrsdoran Governoweant and
{ooxsing interaationa! aticotion oa the US roke in
Ceatral Amcrica. The guerriliss probably belicve that
their bargainiag position in connectioa with their
receatly aanounced peace proposal bas beca strength-
cocd by the dimate of mcubuhly created in Saa
Satvadoc. g . N
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la Chile, nine intermational terrorist incidents oc-
curred in 1988 -—down (rom !5 the previous year. The




decrease in these actions was probably the result of &
deliberate slowdown of such attacks, in conn~ction
with the October 1988 presidential plebiscite. Al-
though most of the nine international terrorist attacks
were unclaimed, they were probably conducted by
members of the Marxist-Leninist Manuel Rodriguez
Patriotic Front (FPMR), Chile's mast active lerrorist
group. The group, which splintered into two factions
in 1987, divided sharply in late October when the
larger “autonomous™ faction decided 10 end a truce—
observed by both factions—and declare war on the
Government of Chile, according to press reports. The
smaller faction, which is more closcly aligned with
Chile's Communist Party, reportedly denounced the
“autonomous” faction and apparently is continuing to
forego violence in the hope of assisting the Commu-
nists to devise a more cfTective political strategy for
the December (989 presidential and congressional
clections. Despite the slowdown in actions in the latter
part of 1988, domestic terrorism in Chile increased by
a third over 1987. This increasc—{rom 164 to 223
attacks—still falls far short of mid- 1980 domestic
terrorist figures. In 1983, for cxample, there were 850
domestic terrorist actions. ™ * "

Bolivia

[nternational terrarist incideals in Bolivia increased in
1988 to six, up (rom threc in {987, prompting coacern
among Bolivian officials that guerrilla viokeoce may
be on the rise in Bolivia. A few of these actions were
among the most significant of 1988 in Latia Amenca.
1o August 1988, a bomb dstocated next o US
Socretary of State Shultz's motarcade 18 it traveled
from the sirport outside La Paz into the capital city.
Altbough two groups claimed responsibility for the
attempted bombing—the Simoa Balivar Commuendo
and the Pablo Zarate Wika National lodigeaous
Force—the Siman Bolivar Commaoda, & radical {sc-
tion withia the Bolivien Commanist Party, probably
was respoasible. Mambers of the Commaendo 1pper-
ently carricd ot two previces attacks on US targets.
[n March 1986, & momber of the Simoa Bolivar
Guermills Commaado was implicated in a dynamite
attack oa the US Embaessy in La Paz. In May {987,
the group daimed resporibility for a dynamite attack
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at Citibank. @
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[n December, the assassination of a Peruvian naval
attache in La Paz raised new speculation that SL
activities might be spilling over into Bolivia. Although
an unknown group claimed responsibility for the
action, it appears that SL carried out the attack. The
use of three assassins, shots to the back and head of
the victim, and the calm escape on {oot by the
terrorists arc characteristic of SL operations. The
wording of the claim note and victim's reputation as a
counterinsurgency expert in Peru also leave little
doubt that the SU had singled out the naval attache
for execution. The false ¢claim was probably meant at
least iniually to confusc Bolivian security officials.
Morcover, SL may not have wanted (o jeopardize its
“poople’s war™ proprganda efforts, specially in Eu-
rope, by being branded erronists.

Owtlook

We belicve the number of intemational terrorist
1clioos in Latia Aorerica will decrease in 1989, based
oa the prescnt kevels of such activity throughout the
regioa and the curreat pace of ELN pipdine bomb-
ings. Last year, between | January and 1S Fcbruary,
the ELN already huad conducted 30 terrorist actions
agricst the pipdioc and otber oil-rdated facilitics.
This year, there kave been four during the same
peniod. The danger o forcigners in Latin Amenca,
bowcever, partculardy US persoand, will probably
remaia bigh as radical groups try o doive out forctgn
ssrstance. Their strategy, bowever, muy {ocus more
on scloctive targeting of forcign pervonaed and lese on
facilitics.
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