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Bolivia: Growing Threat
From Zarate Willka

The assassination of (wo Amcrican missionaries by
members of the radical feftist group Armed Libera-
tion Forces Zarate Willka may presage further ag-
tacks on US officials and Bolivian political leaders
viewed as supporting US policy. Named for aa ob-
scure Bolivian Indian leader, Pablo Zarate Willka,
who led a2 campesino uprising in 1899, the group has
claimed responsibility for a number of bombings and
other incideats in the Past two years under the names
Comandante Zarco and Comando Simon Bolivar as
well as Zarate Willka. Some of the claims have been
patently false; except for this most receat incident, the
attacks have caused {ittle damage. The mistioeancs
were shot to death outside their bomcin La Paz og
24 May. Within a balf hour of the killings, claim
foics appeared al two s Paz newspapers, La Presen-
cla and Ultima Hora. Because Zarate Willka's claim
reached the fCWID2pers s0 s00n afler (he attack, we
believe that—despite Questionable claims by the
gooup for previows atlacks—it was responsible for
these killings, The aissionarics were casily wdeatifi-
able targets who were more vulnerable than officia]

Us io.slalladozu&

Tac wissionaries, who were Mamons, were probably
targetied b-ccausco(ioca]paowdmﬂhat thr redi-

logs were a warning (o
“Yaokee invaders™ and said the group's war with the
United States was “to the daath.™ The Marmaon
Somamunity in Bolivia, which is a very large and
visible American proscace, has coare uader occasional
public eriticism and attack. According 10 press e
parts, a Bolivian bishop said last year that “redigious
$cCts constitute the spearpoint of Yankee {mperia-
lism™ and that these MHs0arics were sent by the US
Government to divide the Bolivian family. Aloag the
same lines, two Bolirian oewspaper articles in May
1988 quoted a US newipaper artscle that claimed that
“the CIA prefers to recruit Mormon missianaries
becaase of their iaternational experience, ability (o
speak foreign langrages, stric morality, and conser-
valive apinions.™ Two months later 2 Mormon chapc]

tm La Paz was bombed and Spray-painted with the
slogaos “Yankees oat of Bolivia™ and “CIA agents.™
Sino:(bcmurdcro(tbcmMormmu,oonccmfor
the safety of US cussioaarics has proapted the
withdrawal of maany of them from oodyiag arcas.

=

Backgre md

A cumber of cources indicatce that Zarate Willka is a
small, arbao-based lefiist group, primarily compused
of university students and former National Liberation
Army (ELN) members contered at the Universidad
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Chronology af Zarate Willka Claims

29 October 1987. Bomb explodes in the doorway of
the Bolivian Ministry of Mines. In a call 10 a La Paz
radio station, Zarcte Wiltka claimed this attack as
well as an earlier explosion at a private mining
company in protest of “Yankee impericlism” and
Bolivisn ecornomic policy.

8 August 1988. Bomb explodes along the route of
Secretary of State Shultz's motorcade in La Pa:.
Citing the slogan “Fatkerland or Decth,” Zarate
Willka and Comando Simon Bolivar claimed the
bombing in separate letters.

21 October 1988. Large-scale power outage in La Pax
is claimed by Zarate Willka in fliers passed out
during the extended blackout, and {n a local newspa-
per. Guefire heard fust before the outcge lent cre-

dence (o the group’s claim of sabotage.

6 December 1988, Peruvian Naval attache assassinat-
ed on a La Paz street. Although Zarate Willka
claimed the attack two days later, ather (ndications
poirt to Seadero Lumimaso as being responsible.

7 December (988 Bomb explodes (n the Chamber of
Deputies. A communique signed by Zarare Willka
claimed the (nciderd cad condemned the Bolivian
Gowernment, calling for wage (ncreases. jobs, and
other popular welfare policies.

5 May 1989, Small explosion occurs acar Oruro
Departmerd electoral court two days dcfore the presi-
derulal election. Zarate Willka claimed the attack (n
graffitl mearby.

24 May 1989. Two Mormon missionaries are aszassi-
nated. Claims were received by o La Paz newspa-
pers within 30 miawtes of the shotings.

30 May 1989. Death threats signed by Zorate Willka
recetved by El Alto mayor and municipal counctl
chatirmcn. Letters demanded the expulsion of ped-

dlers from a security :o«m

by the successful attack against the two missionarics,
is contemplating actions against more secure targets,
including the US Ambassador, according to an offi-
cial sccurity service. Bolivian politicians reportedly
are also potential targets, sspecially members of the
ruling Nationalist Revolutionary Movement, which
Zarate Willka considers the party most manipulated
by the United States. Zarate Willka may find addi-
tional impetus to strike if the Paz Estenssoro govern-
ment continues its US-supported antinarcotics efforts
or if the group perceives that the US presence is
increasing. The group reportedly hopes to inumidate
US officials and force the United States to withdraw
from Bolivia. As the policc conduct morc arrests and
discover {urther information on the group, lcaders
may try (0 carry oul attacks before the group is
complctely distupted. Morcover, as lcftists become
more isalated from the political mainstream, Zarate
Willks and other nasoent Baoliviaa tervorist groups
will probably try to cxploit any public backlash to
antinarcotics measurcs—cspeaally amoag stwdents
end peasaats—4o further their recruitment cffocts and
terronst activities.




