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Reaction to Iragi Initiative :
Most governments around the world are waiti for furthcr
information on Iraq’s initiative before iassuing formal

statemants. However, come preliminary reactions already have
been issued in prass: {

i
o soviet President Gorbachev expressed "satisfaction and

hope® over the Iraqi Tropcaal. A Soviet UN official, |who
ng for h

stressed hs vas spsaX 3
that he thought the Iraqi initiative was a "propaganda
ploy.” !

o 3ritain said Iraq’s offer contained 'unacccbtablo
cenditions.®

© The French foreign ainistry zaid the Iragqi announcemen
s?::ld be accompanied by "formal arrangements and a
t table.*®

© The Jordamiaa govornment welccmed the initiative and

Called for “"ths belligerents in the Gulf war. to respond

favorably.*

o The Jaiaaeaa foreign minister said "there are too many
conditions” to Iraq’s initiative. ’

|
C The P10 issued a statsasnt in support ot!thc'xraqi -avr.

© The Chairman of the Israsli Knssset Poreign Affairs and
Defonse Committee labeled the Iraqgi proposalia "gimmick.®

imsslf only, later commented
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© India welcomed the initiative and called for a halt in
allied bombing. Indian Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar
also called on Iraq to announce a timetable for its
withdrawal.

P i

© GCC Secretary General Bishara announced ﬁeqvap "very
skeptical® of Irag’s offer and called upon the worldjnot
to accept Iraqi gimmicks.

0il Market Reoaction

0il! prices dropped in response to Baghdad’s ;nnauncement,
although’ the reaction was stronger in Europe than|in|the United
States. ‘In Europe, the spot price for North Sea Brent felll
nearly $2, closing at $18.60 per barrel-~the lowest level since
last July. \In the Unitea States, as of noon today the spot|price
for West Texas Intermediate had fallen by 90 cents to $21.30 per
barrel and remains higher than prices during last {week.

No Norn-Aligned Peacs Plan

The 14 February Non-Aligned Movement (HAM) ministerialidid
not adopt a specific peace plan to resolve the Gulf crisis, .
according to the US Embassy in Jakarta. The NAM decided instead
to send delegations to several capitals to search |{for ways to |
begin a dialogus after consulting first with the United States,
the Kuwaitis, and the BC. All the NAN ninisters agreed that Iraq
must withdraw from Kuwait. = ‘ i

Buropean Reaction t. Civilian Bostd Casuslties i

Neither the Spanish nor the Italian )

alter its cupport for the multinational coalition,| a

f thelr remarks appears largely designed for domestic
consuzption, vhere backing for ths war s shaky
vE e T & =0




Israeli Public Bupports Restraint

A Gallup poll taken in Israel Wednesday shows that 80
percent of the Israeli public supports continued restraint toward
Iraq. Of those polled, 73 percent proposed a caasa-tiro botween
Iraq and coalition forces predicated on an Iraqi agreement to
withdraw from Kuwait. :

Commentt The high lavel of Israeli public support’ for Prime
Miniaster Shamir’s policy of restraint contrasts sharply with
Defanse Minister Arens’s comments in Washington that|it is

difficult for Israel to remain on the sidelines otétho Persian

Gulf war. Public opinion, combined with Shamir’s solid Knedsat
majority, gives him latitude in determining whether or when ‘

Israel will retaliats despite continuing pressure to strike |back
fron sone senior military leaders and hardline cabinet ministers.
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