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6addan Dsfiant, Dstermined to Fight

The limited excerpts of Iraql President Saddam Busayn’s
speech available froa FBIS and rough translations from CNN may
have missed lamportant points. Nonetheless, the material is
sufficlent to conclude that his mood remains dafiant and
uncozpronising. T

Saddam placed blame for the continuation of the war on the
United States and its allies in the xmultinational coalition. 1In
a prarecorded speech broadcast at 1010 BEST, he accusad the White
House and Riyadh of failing to reciprocate his 12 August and 15
February proposals for conprehensive psace in tha region and of
setting new daxzands {nstead. He charged the US and its Arad
"mercenaries” with using the invasion as a pretext to destroy
Iraq, including its military, its religion, and its culture.
Saddan said Iraqis ware prepared to continus the fight--which he
described again as tha "mother of all battles"--and said that the
"real capability®™ of the Iraql military was still unrevealed.
The limited excerpts suggest Tariq Aziz may be carrying
"directions" to Moscow, a possible raeference to further
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