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THE PROBLEM

To assess the extent of Sino-Soviet Bloc military colla-
boration with the Castro regime, to examine in detail the Cuban
military buildup since Castro came to power, to estimate the

intentions of the Castro regime with regard to this buildup.
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CONCLUSIONS

R

1. The Bloc has already extended considerable military assistance

to Cuba in the form of some 10,000 to 12,000 tons of military equipment
; and some military and economic technicians and advisers., Thus far,
some 6 helicopters, lafée quiPtities of machineguns and other small
arms have beén positively identified. However, based on an analysis
of tonnages delivered, types‘yand quantities of materiel delivered by
the Bloc to other countries, tg? size of the Cuban military forces,
and reports received from Cuba, we believe thaﬁ the Bloc shipments
thus far probably included medium tanks, armored personnel carriers,
field and anti-aircraft artillery, and mortars. The estiﬁate of the
quantities‘and types of equipment received from Bloc sources shown
in Aonex I is intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude
and should be considered as tentative. There is no hard evidence that
Cuba has received MIG aircraft, nor is there any evidence they have
received nuclear weapons, missiles or other sophisticated weapons.
Bloc assistance is likely to be ébntinued and expanded, though it‘is
highly unlikely that Soviet nuclear weapons or the latest wmodels of
major military items will be included in the foreseeable future.
Military training of Cubans in the Bloc is already underway and

Soviet Biqc military technicians are in Cuba. No Chinese Communist

military personnel have been identified as being in Cuba at this time.
2. No Sino-Soviet Bloc country is likely to conclude a formal mutual
defense agreement with Cuba committing them to active participation in
military operations in defense of that country, or to establish

military bases there. Khrushchev's statements implying Soviet military
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support for Cuba in the event of a US attack have been qualified and
were calculated to create a presumption of Soviet intentions rather
thin an actual Soviet committment. At the same time, it opened the
way for the Soviet Union to claiﬁ credit for deterring an attack by
anti-Castro forces, EWe believe it highly unlikely that the USSR would
consider the sﬁr?ival of the Castro regime so important as to require
them to pursue courseg of %?tion that would risk war with the US.

3. There is currently no Evidence that any Sino-Soviet Bloc country
has dispatched or is-organiéing a "volunteer" force for military ser-
vice in Cuba. Moreover, it is unlikely that any Bloc country would
seriously contemplate the development of such a force for deployment
to Cuba, in view of the difficulty in supporting such a force logis-
tically and the risk of having such a force become involved in a con-
flict with the United States under circumstances disadvantagous to
them.

4, The Sino-Soviet Bloc has nevertheless gone a long way toward
identifying itself with the maintenance of the Castro regime. Its
economic assistance is considefable. The successful Soviet effort

to provide Cuba with all its petroleum needs has been at considera-
ble expense and disruption to its normal tanker operations and the
Soviet Union has given priority to other Cuban needs even on occa-
sion at the expense of other trading partners.

S. The Sino-Soviet Bloc's support for the Castro regime is part

of its larger efforts to isolate the United States and to weaken and
eventually destroy its influence throughout the world. The Soviets
desire to establish Cuba as a secure base of operations for further-

ing their Communist aims throughout Latin Aperica. The Castro regime
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has already become an effective instrument of the Bloc toward achiev-
ing these ends in Latin America and, to a lesser extent, among under-
developed and emerging natighs throughout the world. Cuba provides

a better base of operations for subversion and propaganda throughout
Latin America than the~§oviets have ever had. They will probably
avoid seeking an open Cgpmuntst seizure of power in Cuba or elsewhere,
A strongly anti-American and ?rq—Soviet but not avowedly Communist
regime like Castro's serves their purpose far better; it gives a
native color to Communist agitétion and limits the risk of a hemisphere-
wide reaction against outside Communist intervention.

6. The Soviet Bloc military equipment already shipped to Cuba,

as well as prior military purchases by Castro from Western sources,
have contributed substantially to a major buildup of ground forces
there. This is reflected in the great expansion of personnel in

the Cuban military and militia forces. Before Castro, the ground
forces consisted of a 21,000-man army and a national police force

of 7,650. The present Cuban ground forces consist of the Revolu-.
tionary Army of approximately 32,000, the Revolutionary National
Police of 9,000, and the militia estimated at 200,000, Tﬁe combat
capabilities of the army and the militia are now low, buf can be
expected to increase steadily. The navy and the air force have
generally deteriorated in capabilities,

7. Initially, the purpose of Cuba's military buildup was self
defense. Anti-Castro guerrillas have been active in several areas
inside Cuba and exile groups pose a constant invasion threat.

However, the current sharpening and strengthening of all the in-

struments_of police state control suggest that the related motive
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of tightening the dictatorship is an equal, if not presently the
prime, purpose of the military buildup. The regime, which has set
.out fo impose a thorough socio-economic revolutipn on the country

at a faster pace than probably any other government in histéry,
evidently estimates thé% its domestic objectives can be achieved

only through the regimentatign of the Cuban people under a police

- state, This clearly pa;alle%F the objectives of the Cuban Communist
Party and thus furthers the Qims of the international Communist
movement . K

8. The militia is a primary instrument of the state in strength-
ening and extending its control. Drawn from wide sectors of the
population, though primarily from urban and rural lower income groups,
a hard core of the militia is well-equipped and is organized with
increasing efficiency while a larger portion is undergoing regular
part time military training. Some militia units have been assigned
to duties normally carried out by the armed forces. The militia pro-
vides the government with a substantial armed force with which to.con-
trol the populace as a whole and subjects a relatively large number of
Cubans to military discipline and political indoctrinatidn. At the
same time, it contributes toward solving the serious uneﬁployment
problem. Communist influence in the militia is extensive,

9. The Castro regime is convinced that the Cuban revolution is the
vanguard of "the anti-imperialist rebellion" that will inevitably
sweep all of Latin America. It is actively encouraging and covertly
assisting Communist and Communist-influenced revolutionary groups in
other Latin American countries at every opportunity. Its methods

include intensive propaganda supported by the Castro-subsidized
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international news agency that has close working ties with Sino-Soviet
Bloc news agencies and actually reflects the propaganda line of Moscow
and Peiping. Cuban diplomatic missions have frequently provided Com-
munist-oriented student andllabor groups with propaganda matérial and
financial assistance. ”@he arms buildup in Cuba will permit the Cubans
to supply weapons to pro-Casiro groups in other countries. Receipt of
Bloc military equipment\permﬁfs Cuba to furnish Western-manufactured
‘arms now in their poséession fof this purpose. The reshipment of Bloc
arms to other Latin American countries will probably be avoided for
some time in order to remove the unfavorable implications that might
arise from their discovery.

10. Cuban subversion is further supported by the Castro-subsidized
travel to Cuba of numerous Latin Americans who are exposed there to
further political indoctrination and, according to frequent reports,
given military training.

11. Direct Cuban intervention against another government in the

prm of a large scale Cuban-based, invasion force does not appear

likely at preseat. Cuban assistﬁnce to rebel movements in other
countries will probably continue, however. Under certain circum-
stances, only a small quantity of weapons would be sufficient to
seriously threaten a government already weakened by internal sub-
version. Cuban arms aid is likely to be limited for the most part

to Communist or Communist-influenced groups and provided when Cuban
leaders estimate that the planned revolution has a reasonable chance
of success.

12. There are indications that Guatemala may have been selected

as one of the promising targets for further Cuban-directed revolutionary

e
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action, though the 13 November revolt in that Country does not appear
to havé been inspired from Cuba. Cuba is reliably reported to have
‘last month provided the Guatemalan Communist party and a Communist-
infiltrated revolutionary group in Guatemala with financial support
and the promise of arm$~aid. Ex-President Arbenz and top Guatemalan
Communist leaders are p:eseqfly in Cuba and probably have a role in
Cuban plans. Cuba may also provide material support for the strong
Communist and pro-Cbmmunist gbpﬁsition to Venezuelan President Betan-
court. However, there is as igf no-evidence of direct Cuban involve-

ment in the various Central American outbreaks in mid-November.
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DISCUSSION

-

1. Following the seizure of power by the Castro regime in

January 1959, intermittent Cuban military contacts were made with

Sino-Soviet Bloc countfies—-notably Czechoslovakia~--but these apparently
did not result in firm milit:ry ald commitments until the early sumnmer
af 1960. As Cuba's efforts éb purchase military goods in the Free
World became increasingly diff&cult‘throughout 1959 and early 1960,
Cuban arms purchasing missions traveled to the Bloc to investigate

new sourées of supply. Discussions reportedly covered a whole range

of equipment from small arms to modern jet aircraft. -

2. These preliminary contacts may have crystallized during First
Deputy Premier Mikoyan's visit to Cuba in February 1960, when Moscow
abandoned its policy of aloofness toward the Cuban revolution and
publicly announced its support of the Castro regime, Mikoyan's visit
signaled the beginning of a series of trade and aid agreements between
Cuba and nearly 211 countries ofythe Sino-Soviet Bloc. As politiéal
and economic contacts were established, it became apparent that the
Bloc intended to back up its prOpagandé support for Cuba with a major
campaign of material assistance.

3. Soviet activit{gs in exploiting the rapid deterioration of
US-Cuban relations, however, were inhibited during the spring of 1960 by
the impending summit conference and President Eisenhower's scheduled
visit to the USSR. With the collapse of the summit:in May and the can-
cellation of the President's trip, these inhibitions were removed and

the Bloc launched a more intensive drive to expand its influence over
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the Castro regime. In the post-summit period this campaign has included
‘public attacks on the validity of the Monroe Doctrine and assurances ef
Soviet’support in the event o6f cconomic or military measures that fhé Us
might undertake againét Cuba. These assﬁfances—-inclu&ing the ambiguous
references to retaliatiqh with missiles--have been phrased broadly enough
to cover the supply of milita;y equipment and technical assiSfancé witﬁout
committing the USSR to Specific military action in support of Cuba.

4. Soon after the summit collapse in May, Cuban military negotia-
tions apparently were undertaken with the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.
Czech~Cuban talks in Havana during May and June were immediateiy followed
up by a trip to Prague and Moscow by Cuban Micister of Armed Forces Raul
Castro. Presumably agreéments were concluded during these negotiations
to provide for futgre deliveries of Bloc. arms.

5. During the summer of 1960, probably in early July, at least one
partial cargo of Czech small arms and ammunition was delivered to Cuba,
along with five Mi-4 HOUND helicopters. Shortly thereafter, about 60
Cuban military personnelwerfbsent\to Czechoslovakia to receive military
training, including flight and artillery instruction. By the end of
Auguét nearly 150 Cubans were receiving military training in Czecho-
slovakia.

6. Further military talks during July and August probably were held
concerning detailed arrangements for the delivery of Soviet Bloc arms,
accompanied by military technicians to provide the necessary training.
Not until September 1960, however, did major shipments get under way.
Between 8 September and 18 October, four Soviet vessels delivered at
least 10,000 tons of matérial to Cuba. Two other vessels have delivered

partial military cargos. Additional deliveries are expected but none
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were known to be scheduled or en route as of 15 November.

7. Because of the stringent security precautions surrounding the
off-loading of military cargoes in Cuba, information on the:types and
quantities of Bloc materiel is fragmentary. Reliable reports indicate,
however, that shipments\codéisted of a complete range of land armaments,
including medium tanks; field and antiaircraft artillery, military
vehicles, radar and COmﬁunic:tions equipment, and large quantities of
infantry weapons and ammunitfbn: In addition, helicopters and possibly
other aircraft have been delivgred.‘

8. Reports persist that MIG jet fighters are already in Cuba, but
these have not been confirmed. Soviet vessels have delivered crates
which could accommodate fighter aircraft, but the observéd dimensions
of these crates do not correlate with those used to deliver jet fighters
to other areas. Moreover, it is believed that Castro would not delay
displaying such military items for prestige purposes and as evidence of
Cuba's military strength.

9. Bloc military deliveries to Cuba thus far have significaantly
assisted the Castro regime in its attempts to develop a greater mllltary
capability. Despite a long build-up, the Cuban army had almost no anti-
aircraft defense capability, and artillery and armored support was
negligible before the arrival of this type of Bloc equipment. In addi-
tion, the considerable quantities of modern Bloc small arms and ammuni-
tion have enabled the regime to establish and maintain an expanding
civilian militia. If the Soviet Bloc follows its pattern of furnishing
military equipment to non-Bloc countries, it is very unlikely that Cubza
will be provided with nuclear weapons, missiles, bhighly advanced air-

craft other than MIG-15's and 17's and other sophisticated weapons.
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10. Several small groups of Cuban military trainees reportédly'-

wefe sent to the Bloc prior to the summer of 1960, but no information
js available to confirm these reports. 1In July and August, however,
two large groups of Cubans were sent to Czechoslovakia and.their mission
prdbably involved military instruction, including artillery. methods
and training as pilots And gﬁ?und crews. Altogether, from 100 to 150
Cubans currently are enéaged in military training activities in
Czechoslovakia, and perhaps Aﬁsmall number also are iﬁuthe ﬁSSR. It
appears likely that cadets witQ 1ittle previous military experience
were sent for training in the Bloc. If so, Cuban student pi&ots may
be receiving only preliminary flight instruction in Czechoslovakia and
they may return to Cuba for jet transition training on Bloc aircraft,
which if not élready delivered, can be expected to arrive by the tiﬁe

this training is completed.

11. Precise information is unavailable on the numbers and activi-
ties of Bloq military technicians in Cuba. Based primarily on Bloc
military technical assistance to>bther non-~Bloc countries and the-es—
timated arms shipments to Cuba thus far, it is believed that from 100
fo 200 Czech and Soviet technicians currently are working in military
capacities for the Cuban government. Other reports have indicated that
this number may be somewhat larger, but we believe that most of these
have tended to be exaggerated. No Chinese Communist military personnel
are believed to be in Cuba, although the possibility cannot be entirely
discounted.

12. Soon after the arrival of the first large Bloc arms shipment
in September, Czech and Soviet technicians reportedly were assisting the

P
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Cuban military in assembling equipment and installing such weapons as
ghtiaixcraft batteries. They probably are empldyed also as instructors
in military courses and as aé?isors to individual military units.

13. There is no evidence that Soviet Bloc or other nationals
are being trained in the>Bloc for military duty in Cuba. There is no
evidence that any Sino—SQyietABIOc country has dispatched or is organizing
"volunteer™ forces for military service in Cuba. Moreover, it is unlikely
that any Bloc country would sefiqusly contemplate the development of such
a force for deployment to Cuba‘in view of the difficulty in supporting
such a force and the risk of having such a force become involved in a
conflict with the United States.

14. Cuba's military forces have been drastically altered since
1 January 1959. The traditional forces remaining in Cuba following
the fall of the Batista regime have been weakened through the replace-
ment of many experienced career men with untrained recruits who were
judged to be more loyal to the Minister of Revolutionary Armed Férces,
Raul Castro. Further, the regime:has sought to transfer many of the
responsibilities of the conventional armed forces to the newly-created
Revolutionary Militia, which the government considers to Be a politically
more reliable military force. )

15. The ground forces under Batista consisted of a 21,000-man
Army and a National Police Force of 7,600 who were relatively well-
trained and well~disciplined by Latin American standards. Following
Castro's victory, virtually all elements of Batista's ground forces
were gradually removed. About one-fifth of the present Revolutionary

-5 -
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Army ofisome 32,000 men were active in guerrilla oﬁeritioné<eéainet‘;"
Batista, and the remainder is composed of personnel who Joined the
Revolutionary movement when its success had been assured, A similar
situation is believed to exist in the 9 OOO-man Revolutiong;y National |
Police organization. - Muchfof the Army effort since 1 January 1959-has
been devd%ed fd-non-military"gcgiiitiesj personnel assigned to public
works projects account faor ;he tgeop strength increase over Batista's
army. | . -

16. Recent reports iedicate\iecreased emphasis on training and on
improving the discipline and appearance of troops. These efforts appear
to haue:had some success., Arms shipments from Free World and Soviet
Bloc ebuntries have largely_eliminated previous shortages of field
and antiaircraft ertiilery, armor, and close-support weapons., The
increased emphasis on training and the presence of Bloc military ad-
visors in Cﬁba should gradually reduce the present shortege of personnel
trained in the effective utilization of these weapons. Although the -
Revolutionary Army has an extremely limited capability to conduct con-
ventional operations against a well-frained, modern, combined-arms
force, it remains-the most effective guerrilla or counter-guerrilla
force in Cdba_todéy. Its combat capabilities may be exﬁected to increase
steadily, (For detailed estimates of the types‘and amounts of weapons
and military equipment evailable to Cuban ground forces on 1 January
1959 and at the present time, see Annex 1)

17; The civilian Revolutionary Militia represents: the major in-

crease in the size and capability of Castro's ground forces over those
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cavailable to Bét;sta. It is éstimated to have as many as. 200,000

members. First appeariqg as early as November i§59, loosely-organized
units of students, workers, and farmers were officially established
in early January 1960. Training varied widely from unit to unit and
_reflec;ed the initiétivé\and‘enérgy.of individual commanderé, In
general, however, militia training has.been more uniform and ex-
tensive than that cbnducted 6; the Army.

18. During the year, mifitia units have been gradually assuming
many duties which formerly wereaéxclusively performed by the Army
and the National Police, Tﬁéy gave effeétively performed crowd control
duties, such as at the time of the Cayo Cruz ammunition dump explosion,
and they have acted as security forces in port areas vhilé Soviet
Bloc arms shipments have been unloaded. Militia units have been used

in field'operations against counterrevolutionary elements, and they

havefeffe¢ted the takeover of intervened businesses and are used in

guarding vital industries and utilities against possible sabatage efforts:

19. Castro appears to be increasingly reliant on the militia to
maintain his regime in powef. Tr;ining continues to improve; a mofe
formal organization is being established; and a growing nuamber of
militiamen are apparently on an extended-active-duty status. Militia
units presently are being trained on newly received Bloc crew-served
weapons. The combat capability of tﬁe militia, considered low at this
time, is improving daily. Increased responsibility, improved organi-
zation, and intensified training should produce a relatively effective

force within a six-.to.twelve-month period.

-
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p 20. The Cuban Navy has progressively declined in combat capability

since the fall of tHe Batista regime. Raul Castro s moves to bring the
Revolutionary'Navy firmly uuﬁer-his control have resulted in a reduction
in total naval bersonnel from a pre-Castro figure of 6430 to an estimated
4000-5000 at the present time. The Naval Air Arm was dissolved by the
government in July 1960 and its functions and equipment were transferred
to Air Force installatioqs. fhe 31 US Navystreined pilots who had com-
pleted training during the pasﬁ seven years were discharged and called
unsuitable for future work witg_the Cuban gove;nment. Many naval per-—
soannel have been assigned to du%ies of a non-military nature, such as
working for the National Institute of Agrarian Reform, serving as admin-
istrators in intervened businesses, and assisting in the comnstruction of
public works projects.

21. At the time of the takeover from Batlsta, the Cuban Navy
consisted of the following: 3 PF, 2 PCE, 1 PGM, 2 AG, 2 ATR, 9 YAG, and
29 YP. No additional ships have been acquired since that time, al-
though Cuban purchasing missions have unsuccessfully sought to buy 15
high-speed Coast Guard craft, thrée motor torpedo boats, and two buoy
tenders from West European countries after funds were budgeted for this
purpose in July 1959.

22. The capabilities of the Cuban Air Force have deteriorated
sharply since the downfall of the Batista regime. It appears that the
primary mission of the Cuban Air Force in the pre-revolutionary period
was to support the ground forces in maintaining internal security.

The Air Force never had acquired a good offensive or defensive capa-
bility against the forces of other nations, and it pfobably would have
been able to offer only token resistance in such an action.

e -8 -
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23. The loss of personnel through systematic purges and numerous.

-pilot defections since January 1959 have reduced the combat capability
‘of the Cuban Revolutionary Air Force (CRAF) almost to nil. 1In June
1959, a drastic purge of:the Air Force--which probably was in response
to orders from Raul Castro--resulted in the dismissal of most of the
-force's rated pilots. The cgntinuing defection of civil air lines
pilots will lessen this\source of bolstering the number of pilots
available to the Air Force. %

24;l The total pefsonnel\sfrquth of the CRAF remains unknown.
At tﬁe presént time, it is estimated that approximately 100 Air Force
personnel are now undergoing training in Soviet Bloc couqtries-—probably
including pilot and maintenance traigigg-—but there is no confirmation of
this estimate.: . Some training is: probably being conducted in'Cuba, but.
the types of training, instructors, and numbefs pérticipating are uniden-
tified.

25. Although the:dotal inventory of CRAF aircraft has increased froé
63 to 93 éince 1 Jangary 1959, tpere has béen'littlé change in totals
of COmbatétype aircraft. The serviceability rate ot the CRAF aircraft
is presently estimated at 20%. The increase is reflected mainly in heli-
copters and transport aircraft, with the latter probably representing
expropriations of aircraft from private owners, since no information is
available concerning acquisition from other sources. The Cuban goﬁern—
ment has tried unsuccessfully to acquire Hawker Hunters from Belgium and
the UK, helicopters from the UK and the US, Vampires from Italy and
Canada, F-86's from Canada, Fiat G-91's from Italy, and Provost jet
trainers from Austria. No aircraft are known to have been delivered
from Free World sources during 1959. (See Annex 2 for a breakdown by
type of CHBiﬁﬂminggry aircraft in 1958 and at the present time.)

-9 -
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26. Cuba has 3 airfields (1 is a USN airfield) with runways
capable of supporting all types of jet aircraft except medium and
ﬁeavylbombers. It also has‘% airfields with runways capable of
supporting 6perations by most types of jet fighters. Parking and
fuel facilities are generally limited at most of the airfields. This
air facility system is more than adequate for the CRAF and would
support a major increase\ther%in. (See map, Annex 4)

27. Construction has beén :eported at the following:

a. Managua--At Manaéua (23—02N/082—19W). 10 nautical miles
SSW of Havana, a new runway is under construction; it is estimated
that it will be 5,000' x 120' upon completion. Present dimensions are
approximately 2,800' x 150', and the surface is probably packed earth
or crushed rock. |

b. Siguanea--Siguanea airfield (21-378/082-55W), on the Isle
of Pines, has one runway which has recently been extended to 6,000';
its width is 100'. The surface is crushed marble over marble base.
Construction appears to be temporarily suspended.

c. Cayo Largo-—-A natural-surface landing strip 2,040' x 135
has recently been prepared at approximately 21—37N/081-33W. A
cleared area 1,050' long is believed to be a possible extension to
the landing strip.

d. New Santa Clara airfield--a new airfield is under comnstruc-
tion at 23-31N/079--55W, about 8 nautical miles NNE of the old Santa
Clara airfield. Present dimensions of grading work are estimated to be
9300' x 280'. The runway is not completed but is usable.

e. Baracoa—-The runway at Baracoa airfield, 23-01N/082-38V,

formerly referred to as Domingo Rossillo, has been extended to 5,450'.

] - U
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f. Cienaga de Zapata--A fi¥mly packed sod airstrip, about

3,000' to 4,000' long, has been prepared in the Cienaga de Zapata

. (Zapata Swamp) at approximately 22-17N/081~ OSW

28. The. principal objectives of the current military buildup

are self-defense, interﬁal security, and to a lesser extent the export

"of arms and trained men to o;per Latin American countries for ‘revolu-"

A9

"tionary and subversive purposes. Given the Cuban emphasis on guerrilla

warfare, a civ1lian militia, and subvers1on, the arms the:Cubans have beern
receiving--especially fhe large quantities of small arms and. auto-

matic weapons--lendthemselves to use in connection with all of these

‘objectives. The weapons employed for defense against attack from

abroad can be used with equal facility against internal subversion and
anti-Castro rebel forces, to arm the militia, or to supply revolu-

tionary groups located in or moving into other Latin American countries.

‘It does not appear that the curredt arms buildup will place the Cu-

bans in a position to attack any of their neighbors with an organized,
overt military force within the fpreseeable future.

29. Cuba's efforts to strengthen its military posture have
resulted, at least initially, from a genuine fear of foreigg—based
invasion. Various Cuban statements indicate that Castro views an
invasion of the island by?anti—government Cubans, supborfed in-
directly or covertly by the United States, as a probability. The
Castro regime claims that rebel groups are presently being organized
in both the United States and Guatemala with the knowledge and
support of both governments. It is probable that the Cuban govern-

ment views a direct attack by US armed forces as a possible but less

—— - 11 -
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“likely event. The caution with which they have treated the question

of Guantanamo--their obvious desire to avoid provoking direct US
military intervention--is evidence that they comsider suéh action

a definite possibility. They are also aware of the serious threat |
to the security position of the United States posed by Cuba's move.
toward the Soviet camp—-; threat which increases with the Cuban
arms buildup. v “

30. In addition to refleating a genuine fear of invasion,

the::- heated and continuing Cuban charges of an imminent US-supported
e : L "

invasion have been part of a major propaganda effort to villif&

the United States. This effort is designed'to enlist world sympathy
for the céuse of the Cﬁban David against the US Goliath, and to draw
the attention of fhe Cuban people away from the economic difficﬁlties
which they now face and to prepare them for further sacrifices.

3L. A well-equipped military force (with special emphasis on
an elite, politically reliable hard core within the revolutionary
militia) serves two principal functions in matntaining order within
Cuba. First, it enables the‘regiﬁé to deal effectively with the
anti-Castro rebels within Cuba who pose a threat to its stability.
Second, it provides Castro with a means of extending government
control over Cuban society--a policy which is presently considered

at least of equal importance as the objectiye of self-defense.




32. Agii-Castro groups currently active in Cuba, principally

in the Sierra Escambray area and in Oriente Province, are not

" strong enough to posg a significant threat to the stability

of the Castro regime. Although the armed opposition within Cuba
presently remains largely unorganized, lacks unity, and lacks
leaders ﬁith-widespreéd-pubiic appéal, the history of the 26th
of July Movement itselt demOpstrﬁtéd the ultimate potential of
such forces. Further, oppog&tibn elements located outside Cuba
are seeking to combine their “forces and may, in the future, be in
"é better position to provide support to those rebels who have
remained in Cuba. This in turn makes it incumbent on Cgstro to
maintain his forces at a level sufficient to emable him to meet
any forseeable counterrevolutionary move from within Cuba.’

33. The cu:rent buildup in arms may now be directed primarily
toward extending the Castro government's control over Cuban societj
and institutions. The major tool of control is the Revolutionary
Militia, which serves several purposes. It provides the government
with a substantial armed force ;hrough which the Cuban populace
as a whole can be controlled, and it promotes unquestioning loyalty
to Castro by subjecting a relatively large number of Cubans to
military discipline and political indoctrination under the leader-
ship of people dedicated to the revolutionary governmeﬁt. If
necessary, it can also provide Castro with a counterpoise to the
regular Army, whose political reliability may still be questionable
as the result of Castro's efforts to reduce its influence. Finally,
the militia offers the government an organized work force for use
in economic development and military comstruction projects, and to

-y
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reduce the high uﬁemployment whieh is plaguing the Castro regime.

34. Since Fidel Castro's assumption of power, Cuba has been
‘involved .in several attempts to overthrow ofﬁer Caribbean govern-
ments. During 1959, the Castro regime sponsored or gave indirect
supporf to invasion ag%empts agai@st Panama; the Dominican Republic,
Nicaragﬁa, and Haiti. ‘fhelg;litaty‘buildup provideSiCuﬁa with an in-
creased ability to furnish military aid to Communist and_b:e-CoﬁmuniSt
revolutionary groups in thege or other Latin American countries in the
fﬁture. Soviet Bloc ﬁiiitafigequipment now in Cuba permits the use of
older, Westernémade equiﬁment which would be difficult to trace,; for
these purposes. There.is as &et no evidence of direct Cuban involve-
ment in the outbreaks in Guatemala, Nicaragﬁa and Costa Rica in mid-
November.

35. Cubae leaders and propaganda media repeatedly refer to the
Cuban revolution as the vanguard of the anti-imperialist fevolution
that will "inevitably sweep' the rest of Latin Aperica. Private
statements of Fidel Castro reveel his conviction that the United States
is "finished" as a great power end that Cuba must therefore side with
the "socialist countries which will win the current ideological
struggle." "During its present confused state,'" the United States
must be kept.on the defensive, Cas%ro told an old friend last Septem-
ber. The Castro regime has become an effective instrument of the Sino-
Soviet Bloc in its drive to weaken and eventually destroy US influence
in Latin America as well as in other underdeveloped and'emerging nations

36. The Castro government has made no secret of its antipathy
toward most of the governments of the other Latin American republics,

charging that these governments do not represent the will of the




DTt Nl T
* people. -It is- clear that Cuba is determined to expoit iﬁs revolution
t6 the rest of the hemisphere. However, direct Cuban intervention
in the form of large-scale gyban—based invasion forces does not appear
likely at the ﬁresent time. Theireaction against Cuba throughout
Latin America would be foo strong at a time when Cuba needs Latin
 American sympathy in its struggle with the United States. Further,
‘tié-Cubans probably fear thaf such action might provoké US or OAS
intervention in Cuba--somethﬂég.they wish to avoid. -
37. 1t can be expected,,poweve?, thé@ Cuba will intensify
its efforts to weaken and subv;}t other Latin American governments,
particularly in the Caribbean area. In addifion to its all-out pro-
paganda effort, Cuba will probably fﬁrnish arms, training} financial,
and other covert assistancé through pro-Castro groups and the Commu-
nists apparatus throughout the area to dissident and insurgent Latin
American élements. Direct military aid is useful when the climate for
rebellion is ripe within a given country, however, and the larger part
of Cuban energies in the éther Latin American countries will probably
be expended in promoting such a climate.

‘ 38. The Cuban government is engaged in organizing, financing,
and tfaining of revolutionary movements. One facet of Cuban assis-
tance in the training of potential revolutionaries against other
Latin American governments is the Castro regime's subsidization of
travel to Cuba of pumerous Latin Americans for purposes of ideological
and military indoctrination. Numerous delegates to the Latin American
Youth Congress in Cuba last summer, for instance, remained to par-
ticipate in the international Communist-financed “International Work

Brigade." The week-long congress of the youth section of the Cuban
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Popular Sqdiaiist (Communist) party last April also brought delegates
from a number of Latin American countries, as did the ceremonies in
ihrchAmarkiﬁg the "Week of Sélidaritj with the Struggles of the
:Lhtin American Peoples." Tﬁe latter event, sponsored by the Communist-
‘controlled labor arm of the Castro regime, ended with a manifesto
calling for the initiation of an “anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
rqvolution in all of Laéin America." It has requently been reported
that Latin Americans‘from va;;oﬁs countries have received military
training as well as poiitical‘iﬁdoctrination in Cuba after partici-
péting in these events. Also frequently réported are instancés where
representatives of various Latin American Communist and pro-Communist
organizations who are sent fo Sino~Soviet Bloc countries for train-
ing spend a period of time in Cuba on the outward or the homeward leg
of their journeys. ‘

39. A major effort to overthrow a Latin American government
was the attempt in June 1959 to ocust the unpopular Trujillo dictator-
ship in the Dominican Republic. ,In this case the Cubans uuderest;mated
the strength of the Dominican reéime. The two forces which landed in
' the Dominican Republic from Cuba--one by air and the other by sea--
wereﬁkrainéd and armed in Cuba and led into battle by officers of
Cast:o's army. The group that landed on the Dominicsn Coast was es-
‘corted there by units of the Cuban-Navy. The invading forces, primarily
composed of Dominican exiles, included a heavy sprinkling of Communists.

40. The abortive "invasions" of Panama in April 1959 and of
Haiti in August of the same year were by small groups from Cuba who

evidently did not have high-level Cuban official support but in the
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Panamanian case, at leest. the expedition‘s preparations and depar— |
ture probably took place vifh;the.knowledée and approval of some
'Cuban authorities. Of the ‘numerous rebel raids 1nto Kicarngua,

few were eqnipped vith weapons from Cuba and led by Nicaraguans ‘who
had eought Cuban euppott tor their adventures. Bovever, none of -
these efforts is believed tQ have been directed or fully supported
by Cuba. Im. fact, Cuban leaders are knovn to have had difficulty
with the highly factionalized Nicaraguan exile groups that had
sought snpport‘in Cuba, The Qubans'had difiiculties‘in‘deciding

on a "trustworthy" Nicaraguaefgroup'Vhieh at the same time had ;ﬁy
signiiicgnt revOlﬁtienery eapability.,_Seve:el Nicaraguen, as well
Aésiat leﬁet'enefpanamaﬁien end one‘Eaitian'egile gfoup;:have been
Ajailed in Cuba as they Qefe prepa:ing "inéasione," evidently either
‘because they,ﬁerelcohsidered the "wrong" exiles or_because their

Vchances of success were estimated to be nil.

<41., There is evidence that Cuban officials estimate that
Guatemala may be_a country now r%pe for revolution and that they
have therefore decided on a program of support for the Guatemalan
Communist and pro-Communist revolutionaries. A usually reliable
segre; with high level contacts in the Cuban government reports
that ""Che" Gue#are hee offered arms and money to theGuatemalan
Communist party and to a Communist-influenced Guatemalan revolutionary
group on the condition that the Guatemalan Communists have the princi-
pal directing ro1e in the revolution. Ex-president Arbenz of Guate-

mala and former Guatemalan Communist leaders Fortuny and Pellecer

are in Cuba and probably will be utilized in the Cuban plans.
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In the case of Guatemala, as ﬁith'other Latin American countries,

e e - .o s

the Cubans maintain that a genuine revolution can be achieved only
A”after the regular armed forces are destroyed and the "masses"™ are

armed, as in Cuba. In his frequent speeches in Cuba, Arbenz has

“
N

rebeatedly said that his greatest mistake was in not arming the

people-—an omissiog.whicg pethittgd_thg "militarists," boughf'with
"1m§er1alist noney," éventualiy'tO'seize.power and destroy the

| revolution, .‘

'42. The government ot Venezuelan President Betancourt now
:ifunder heavy domestic pressure from strong Communist and pro-Castro
political forces, 15 another target for Cuban subyersive-action.
Leftist ?enezuelan'deputy Fabricio Ojeda, who has spent considerable
time in Cuba in recent months, is reported to have secured official
Cuban suppért for an armed revolt in Venezuela,

43, Castrb agents, of.both Cubin and foreign nationalitf, are
" traveling from Cuba to Latin American countries to promote revolu-
tionary activitiéé. Theiriobjéctiiés range from courier missions to
‘Organiziagx; o: student, labor, and revolutionary groups and the
carrying out of sabotage missions. Hector ALDAMA Acosta, head of
Cuban intelligence activities in Mexico, is chafged witﬁ'the coor-
dination of all revolutionary activities in Central America. The
use of Cuban ambassadors to control these activities hass been
proven in a number of Laiin American countries,

44, .Intensive Cuban propaganda is furthered by Cuban diplomatic
missions which in numerous cases, such as in Bolivia, Honduras,

Panana, and E1 Salvador, have provided Communist-oriented student and

labor groups with propaganda material and financial support.
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Numerous reports connect the Cuban embassy in most Latin American
; countries with the distribution of anti-US and pro-Castro propaganda
and financial support to local "Friends of Cuba"™ societies and
leftist organizations.
45, The Cuban rgyolutionary line is also spfead throughout
Latin America through éhe facilities of the Castro-subsidized in-

A
ternational news agency‘Prensa Latina, which has close working ties

with the news agencies of théd Sino-Soviet Bloc., This propaganda

organization which has'officéqﬂéstablished in nearly every Latin
American country disseminates éhe propaganda line of Moscow and
Peiping throughout Latin América. It frequently has distorted
news stories so as to refléct unfavorably on the local g&vern-
ment--a course which has evoked protests from the officials of
several Latin American cbuntries, including Mexico and Costa Rica.
46, The activities of Castro agents throughout the hemisphere
have frequently resulted in countermeasures being taken by security
and diplomatic authorities in many Latin American countries. 1In
a number of cases, blatant attemﬁts to undermine the sovereign
rights of other Latin American governments have resulted in the

arrest of pro-Castro agents and the expulsion of Cuban diplomatic

personnel,
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A CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS SINCE 1 JANUARY 1969

1 January 1859 Following the complete collupse of the
s » - Batista government, the Castro rebel
movement moved quickly to seize control
of the country. Rebel columns were re-
ported to be marching toward Havana, where
- Castro sympathizers were attempting to re-
store order as rioters roamed the streets
v looting and burning. Armed militia of
the 26th of July Hovement were on the
strdéts of Havana before noon and were
rapidly successful in occupying or
neutralizing all military strong points
throughout the city. The authority of
the 26th of July Movement was never
seriously challenged.

2 January 1959 A provisional government was proclaimed
by Fidel Castro, whose hand-picked choice
for the presidency was Manuel Urrutia. In
a speech in Santiago de Cuba, Castro said
that he had no political ambitions and
that his aims had been largely accomplished.
He also declared that the army would be
subordinated to civilians, it would not be
required to fulfill police functions, and
the 26th of July Movement militis might be
retained in some form of reserve status.

T

\
5 January 1959 Venezuela became the first nation to
recognize the new Cuban government. Pro-
visional President Urrutia's inaugural
speech contained references to the people
of the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and
Paragu v il to be liberated."

8 January 1959 . Fidel Castro arrived in Havana after a
N : triumphal march from the opposition end of
the island. Numerous decisions on govern-
mental policy, on military reorganization,

and on other matters had awaited his arrival.
B

10 January 1959 The Soviet Union announced its official
gnition of the Castro government.
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11 January 1959

24 January 1959

9-13 February 1859

February-Karch 1959

16 February 1959

Arms were reliably reported to have
been offered by the new Cuban govern-
ment to Paraguayan Liberal arty exiles

During a visit to Venezuela, Fidel Castro
called for the '"liberation" of Puerto Rico
from the United States and claimed that
"international monopolies" were already
campaigning to discredit the Cuban
re¥olution. In several epeeches made
during his 23-27 Jeanuary visit, Castro
ﬁeatedly urged unity against the re-
es-in the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua,
and Paraguay. He referred to the Organiza-
tion of American States as a worthlesf
orgenization. &2 E R

During a special conference in Koscow

of Latin American Communist parties

prior to the opening of the 2lst congress

of the CPSU, the Cuban party was warned
that the Castro regime may “go to the right"
Just like Nasser. It was agreed, however,
that Fidel Castro and certain other Latin
American leaders should be used to help
organize front conferences in Latin America
in which the Communist hand would be con—

Hao Tse-tung told Latin American delegates
to the, 21st party congress who had traveled
to China after the congress that the Cuban
revolution had shown that '"the battle could
be carried to the imperialists' rear" and
that the imperialists were "paper tigers."
He pointed out, however, that armed action
on the Cuban model should not be applied
mechanically; Latin American Communist
parties should try legal peaceful means

Fidel Castro assumed the office of prime
minister following the 13 February re-
signation of Jose Hiro Cardona, a widely
respected moderate. Castro again stated
that he respected the hierarchy, had no
personal ambitions, and held firm democratic
convictions.,




16 February 1959

19 February 1959

24 February 1959

February 1959

'Raul Roa, Cuban ambasSador to the OAS,

announced that Cuba would withdraw from
that organization unless the representatives
of "dictatorships" were expelled. He

- singled out the Domican Republic, Nicarégua,

a g Parag

ecific targets.

A representative of the Popular Socialist
(Compmunist) party of Cuba asked the Costa
Rican and Nicaraguan Communist parties to
send delegates to Cuba for meetings later
in the month with other Latin American
Communist leaders, according to a usually
reliagble source. The "excellent" position
of the party in Cuba, its efforts to in-
fluence the Castro government, and plans
for the overthrow of the Nicaraguan govern-
ment were to be discussed. g%% AN

"Che" Guevara reportedly told lesders of

& pro-Communist Nicaraguan exile group
that he was unwilling to support the :
efforts of a rival non-Communist anti-
Somoza group and that leaders of the pro-
Communist group would get the support

of the Cuban government if they drafted an
acceptable soclo-economi gram embodying
"progressive ideas." &&= : :

A Cuban erms purchasing mission contracted
from Faprique Nacional in Liege, Belgium,
for the following equipment, which was
delivered to Cuba over a period beginning
in March 1959 and ending about July 19607,
25,000 FAL rifles, 7.62 cal (standard
NATO type) .
52,000,000 cartridges for above rifles
105,000 anti-personnel grenades
- 2,500 grenade launchers :
1,000 Belgium machine guns, 7.62 cal
500 UZI (Pat. Israel) made in Belgium
submachine guns
3,000 Smm pistols
Total value of the Belgimn contract, according
to a Belgian Senate report, was $7,151,300.




17 Karch 1959

18 Harch 1859

22 ¥arch 1859

24 March 1959

6 April 1959

“responsible for educating illiterate Cuban _
- soldiers along Marxist lines. B gﬁ%@é

The establishment of a new General Staff

section in the Cuban Army was reported by a
previously reliable source. The new section,
entitled G-6 or "direction of culture," was to

be headed by Osmany Cienfuegos, an officer with

a proven Communist background. Personnel of the
new section were reportedly re-writing text bookg
for military use, and they were evidently

\"Che#"Guevara was reliably reported to have said
that ""We are going to get a Soviet ambsssador
here idn Cuba one way or another.' &&=

- Fidel Castro strongly refuted former Costa

Rican‘president Jose Figueres' pro-US speech

in Havana, in which Figueres advised Cuba to
follow a moderate approach to revolutionary
reforms and to align itself with the West. In

a sharply worded two hour speech, Castro attacked
the Cuban oligarchy (wealthy classes and
intellectuals), and the international oligarchy
(wvealthy investment interests, the wire services,
and the United States in general) for their
opposition to the revolution. He deplored the
international situation but argued it was no
reason for Cuba to sink to its knees in sub-
mission to the United States as in the past.

TR

A spokesman for Jose Figueres made it clear

to Ambassador Bonsal in Havana that Figueres
was retufning to Costa Rica convinced that
Communists were influential in the Cuban Army,
labor, and government. Figueres also regarded
Castro as an opponent of the leftist non-
Communist revolutionary movement in Latin
America. He expected serious political
deterioration in Cuba, after which he felt
"anything could bappen,"™ including Communist
domination. He strongly suspected that a
strong nucleus of dedicated Communists in Cuba
were trying to create a "Hungary in reverse"
requiring US armed intervention. s :

""Che" Guevara reportedly offered Cuban aid to
exiled Paraguayan rebels if the Paraguayan
Communist party were included in a united front
and 1f the united front members signed a commit-
ment to legalize the Communist party after the
Stroessner regime had been ousted. &8 =




18 4pril 1959

23 April 1959

24 April 1959

25 April 1959

25 April 1959

\ Invitation to send delegates to Cuba_fo
“en unspecified event on 22 April.  E&ES

e S

R T e 4 to the Cuban Confederation of
Workers (CTC) requested confirmation of the
receipt of an invitation for the Cubans to
gend a delegation of workers to the Soviet
Union to celebrate May Day, and it informed
the CTC that it was unable to accept an

‘Two Chinese Communist newsmen, representatives
of Peiping's New China News Agenc s arrived in
Bavarna.- Subsequent reports Indicate the

two men established a Havana office of the

" news agency, which was housed in the same

buildihg as was used by Prensa Latina, Castro's
official propaganda agency, afte -
¢stablishment on 9 June. EETEIEE

A permanent Special Mission in Europe was
created by Cuban law for the purpose of
"technical studies concerning the most modern
procedures for the manufacture of material of
war, and the acquisition of same.' The Mission,
with offices in Paris, was encharged ta Col.
Ramon Barquin, an anti-Batista officer of high
professional reputation and reportedly a thorn
in the side of the top command of the new
revolutionary army, who wished Barquin removed
from the local scene. KIS o

A group of 87 persons, all but four of whom
were Cubans, invaded Panama by sea. Information
developed and released by the Panamanian govern-
ment disclosed that the expedition departed by
ship from the Cuban southern coast port of
Surgidero de Batabgno on 16 April. Although
Fidel Castro, his brother Raul, and Foreign
Minister Agramonte denied complicity in the
plan on the part of the Cuban government, the
expedition's preparations and departure probably
took place with the knowledge and approval of .
some Cuban authorities. @

Major Raul Castro, commander in chief of the
Cuban armed forces, reportedly began a major
purge of the Cubsn military. ©Plans were szid




1 Kay 1959

8 May 1959

to include the eventual elimination of all
officers Raul considered as rightists and
unsympathetic to him. Besides shifts in
the general staff, other projected changes
were reported to include the removal of-all

‘majors and perhaps lower ranking officers
-affiliated with the Revolutionary Directorate,

a rebel organization which fought Batista
indeptndently of the Castro group. EFEEEEsramms

Speakers at Cuba's largest May Day rally
in history stressed (1) the need for

unity of all classes and political beliefs:

in supgort of the revolution; (2) the
revolution first and elections afterward;
and (3) military training for the workers
to enable them to serve as a militia in
defense 6f the revolution. To emphasize
the third point, a group of men and women
bearing rifles marched in the Havana
parade. The Popular Socialist (Communist)
party had already publicly advocated

the idea of a militia when, on 30 April,
the chief of the Cuban Confederation..of
¥orkers issued a long, emotional May Day
statement strongly favoring a workers'
militia. ©& 2 &

A three-man delegation representing the
USSR's Central Council of Trade Unions
arrived inh Cuba following a delay in Paris
over visa difficulties which prevented
them from being in Cuba for the May

Day ceremonies. In an interview granted
to the representatives of the Cuban
Communigt newspaper Hoy, the Russians
declared they knew that the Soviet govern-
ment favored the establishment of trade
and diplomatic relations with Cuba.




14 Kay ‘1969

22 Hay 1859

25 May 1959

11 June 1959

14 June 1959

i

Kewspapers reported the construction of
two air strips im Cuba at Sopillar,
Cienaga de Zapata, Las Villas Province--
one with a 3,936-foot runway and the
other with a 2,624-foot runway, The air

.strips were reported still under cons-

struction at this tiwe. Papers also re-

.ported the purchase of one helicopter
“from a&n undisclosed seller to be used

for the transportation of personnel to
from the Cienaga de Zapata swaap,

Ddfi&é én interview granted to a’ group
from the US National War College, Fidel

"Castro acknowledged that there were some

35,000 men in the Revoluticnary Army at

‘the time., This figure was gradually

being reduced through discharges,
and retirements, gISHESE

The Table of Organization and Equipment
of the Revolutionary Army indicated an
overall figure of 24,828 men for the or-
ganization. The total figure for the
Rural Revolutionary Police was given 2s

9628 men (not included in the army
figure) ., %

According to a Nicaraguan rebel emissary
sent to Cuba, Castro promised $100,000
to $150,000 and "a large number ‘of Cuban
troops to fight in Nicaragua." The US
Embassy in Havana declared it had become
convinced that the Cuban government was

supporting revolutiornary expeditions
against the D

Nicaragua, IR

An armed expedition landed in the Domini-
can Republic, and members who were sub-
Sequently captured told Dominicans that .
they had been flown there from Cuba and
that two boat loads of additional forces
had left Cuba for the Dominican Repuhlic,
Subsequent evidence inferred that the

Ay

‘rebels counted with the acquiescence, if

not the direct cooperat

io
government officials., <8

“pf Cuban
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Ju Upon the assumption of the office of
15 June 1999 Hgnister of Foreign Affairs, Raul Roa told
a press conference that reports of Cuban
involvement in armed incursions in Nicara-
gua were “international intrigue" to create
problems for the Cubam revolution, He add-
ed that "Cuba will not permit itself to
be used as a base of departure for expedi-
tions against other countries but it will
receive all those who demand the right ‘
be free in their own country.”" €55

P

18 June 1959 A drastic air force purge which resulted
in the dismissal of most of the force's
rated pilots was wade public on 18 June,
Armed forges chief Raul Castro was re-
sponsible for the purge, which also re-~
sulted in the replacement of Kajoxr Pedro
Diaz Lanz as air force chief. Diaz Lanz
was known to have been particularly con-
cerned about the Communistiinfluence in
military schools that were giving six-
week courses in political indoctrinatio
to many Cuban wmilitary personnel. BT

28 June 1959 Revolutionary army chief Camilo Cienfuegos

declared in a speech to a military group .
that the Cuban Army should be ready to
assist other rebel groups in the hemisphere
once victory had been gained. He said

that when the dictators have been defeated,
Cuba would like to send trained men to -
these countries to assist the new govern-
ments in organizing *"The Army of the
people, the Army of all America, this

Amry of workers that will soon exist as
in other lands."

4 July 1959 Four Chinese Communist newsmen arrived

in Havana from Brazil after having been
refused entry in Venezuela. Their Cuban
assignuent was to report on the Cuban
revolution, and especially on the newly
instituted agrarian reform, according to
the local Communist newspaper.- Theéir
arrival brought the number of Coummunist
Chinese journalists known to be in Cuba

to eight, six of whom were generally

known and two wh ive but received -
no publicity, ;




i : A delegation of Cuban naval officers left

¢ July 1959 for Eniland, Gerwany, and France in an
attempt to purchase 15 high-speed Coast
Guard craft, three motor torpedo boats,
and two buoy tenders after $9,900,000
had been budgeted for these purchases,
Cuban purchasing commissionq are still
vainly tryiog to purchase the craft,

earlier negotia-

13 July 1959 . A pérmament Czechoslovakian commercial

mission to Cuba was established with the
arrival of a Czech commercial attache from
the Czech legation in Kexico City. Pre-
liminary talks with Cuban officials were
held to discuss the possibility of Cuba's
purchésing Czech construction equipment
and tractors. Later discussions on Czech
desires for a barter arrangement involving
Cuban exports of wminerals to Czechoslo-
vakia in exchange for Czech products and
technical assistance to the Cuban mining
industry were suspended., ¥

20 July 1959 Armed forces chief Raul Castro presided

at the inauguration of a political indoc-
trination school for the military and
predicted that this and similar schools
would 'coordinate ideas" so that all good
revolutionaries would *“think alike,"

Two other political indoctrination schools
were established during the same week.

29 July 1959 Foreign minister Raul Roa in a speech on

29 July stated that the Cuban revolution
was serving as a base for the future unijon

'all Latin Awerican countries %

7 Aqgust 1959 A reliable source reported on this date

that the Revolutionary Air Force had re-
cently received a shipment of Spare parts
for Cuba's British-wade Sea Fury fighter

planes, the shipment arriving from England
via Curacao. 3

7 Rugust 1959 Soviet Premier Khrushchev was invited to

visit Havana. The invitation was extended

—




22 August 1959

7 September 1959

11 September 1959

Raul Castro, arriving in Havana along with

“the returning Cuban delegation to the

foreign ministers' meeting in Santiego de
Chilgj was quoted as saying that the OAS
was a "worthless organization". & g

In alhavana speech the Cuban Uunder Secretary
of State spoke of the formulation cf a new
foreign policy by the revolutionary govern-
ment since coming into power, He described
it as an '"'aggressive pqlicy" based on "the
defense of our patrimony, of our interests,
and of our positions.'" He indicated that
the Ministry of State was being reorganized
and that one of the new departments would
deal with the Latin American area, since
“while our message is universal, it has

to start out by being American.” He also
gsaid that Cuba would follow an aggressive
economic policy "to buy where we can 8ell."

Raul Castro delivered a speech before the
semi-official cultural organization "Casa
de las Americas" on the subject of "The
Message of the Cuban Revolution." He as-
serted that the Cuban revolution has had

a profound effect throughout Latin America;
that Cuba does not export its revolution
through expeditions but it could not remain
indifferent before the tyrannies existing
in the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and
Paraguay; he ascribed leadership to Cuba
in the economic and political emancipation
of Latin America; and he endorsed the idesa
of holding a Latin American Youth Congress
and a Congress of Latin American Peoples,
The holding of a Latin Awmerican peoples’
congress was a fundamental stratagem de-
cided upon by Latin American Communist
delegates to the 21st Congress of the
Soviet Communist party early in 1959,




T —

! 24, 8sptember 1959 At a press conference, Cuban army commander
o ’ Camilo Cilenfuegos explained that an appar-
ent military alert of the previous few days
was in reality one of a series of measures
taken to identify and punish persons falsely
claiming to be members of the armed forces
and members who were gullty of a "lack of
discipline and violation of standing orders."
Cienfuegos added that the current strength
‘'0of the Cuban armed force totaled about
38,000 persons, but this figure would be
reducsd as much as possible in order to -.
: - ¢reate a small hi hly skilled and discip-
. 1ined$grmy. & %

. 24 September 1959 A law abqlishing the secret police was

03 passed; evidently in accordance with plans
of Raul *Castro to ensure that all police
and investigative forces would be under his
command in law as well as in fact. The
move followed the dissolution of the compar-
atively efficient marine corps, which was
only one of Raul's moves to reduce the pro-
-fessional status and political independence
of the Cuban Navy. EREEge

13 October 1959 Cuban Minister of Commerce Raul Cepero
Bonilla noted during an appearance on a
television program that in the preceding
five years the USSR had purchased 260

¢ - million pesos worth of sugar without any -
corresponding purchase of USSR products
by Cuba. While these commercial relations
continued:ito exist, he said, Cuba did not
contemplate the 1n1t1at10n of dlplomatic

16 October 1959 : e : : £ 5
negotiating for the sale of aircraft and
"other things'" to Cuba, The personalities
involved suggested that light aircraft and
paramilitary cquipment were under discus-
sion. -

16 October 1959 It was announced following a cabinet meeting
that the Cuban Ministry of National Defense
had been abolished and a new Mipnistry of
Revolutionary Armed Forces established in
its place. Raul Castro was named as chief
of the new ministry, which assumed direct
control over all arm navy, air, and
police forces. -4




22 October 1959 Fidel Castro, during . four and one half
hour television appearance, sald that the
government would arm the peasants and
workers to defend the revolution against
attacks like those of 21 October, when
small planes based in the United States had
allegedly "‘bombed'" Havansa. EE B
press statement issued on 24 &r, the
Secretary General of the National Confed-

~ eration of Sugar Workers announced that

©  orders had been sent to all constituent
unions to begin at once their organiza-
tion of military training for all members

‘* in accordance with Prime Hinister Cast
recgmmendations on 22 October. Dt

g
£

26 October 1959 Complaining against American efforts to
' prevent Cuba from obtaining jet planes from

England, Fidel Castro initiated a popular
drive to collect money from the public to
buy aircraft to defend Cuba during the
course of a mass meeting in Havana. Castro
contributed a check of his own to this fund
drive, and numerous government agencies
and private enterprises followed suit. By
2 November it was announced that there was
a total of $34,568.17 in the fund.

&

3 November 1959 The newspaper Revolucion, the official daily
of Castro's 26th of July Movement, advocated
that Soviet Deputy Premier Mikoyan, who was
to inaugurate the Soviet exhibition in Mex-
ico on 22 November, be invited to visit
Cuba as:a prelude to the resumption of dip-
lomatic relations and to expand trade be-
tween Cuban and the USSR. €& St

4 November 1959 President Betancourt of Venezuela criticized
signs of Castro's "authoritarian rule" and
told the Cuban government that a proposed
visit to Venezuela by Raul Castro and “Che"
‘Guevara would be "inconvenient.' ¢§
Betancourt personally demanded th

the Cub b ) R

12 November 1959 A Cuban arms purchasing mission canvassing
Western Europe was reported en route to
Prague to investigate possible acquisitions
of jet aircraft and other arms. No results
of this mission were ever disclosed.




13 Fovember

17 XNovember

25 November

27 Novewmber

10 December

10 December

1959

1959

1859

1959

1959

1959

Rewly formed brigades of student militia
from Havana University, armed with 100
rifles mllegedly furnished by the army
and led by student federation leader Kajor
Rolando Cubela, passed in review beforc
armed forces minister Raul Castro, ¢

According to an official of the UAR foreign

~ministry, Cuban authorities told the UAR

foreign minister that Cuba had decided to
strengthen its army, and they requested
 samples of weapons then being used by UAR
armed forces, hoth Soviet and locally made,

. Negotiations wexe in progress for Czecho-

slovakia to-sell thirteen trucks to the
Cuban Defense Ministry., € e )

A total of 500 students armed with rifles
borrowed from the army paraded through
Havana in connection with the observance
of "Students' Day." The US embassy con-
mented that the student militia was evi-
dently progressing more quickly than the
efforts to form a workers' militia and a
farmers' militia. At this date there was
no apparept direction or organization in
the establishment of militia- groups.&%

The Havana press carried the text of an
exclusive UPI interview with Cuban foreign
minister Raul Roa at the United Nations,

in which'\Roa disclosed that Fidel Castro
had called a "Conference of Underdeveloped
Nations'" to be held in Havana in mid-1860.
28 Afro-Asian nations and "some'" Latin
Amexrican countries would attend, Despite
an intense Cuban cawmpaign to 1ine up firm
commitments from these nations to attend--
a campaign which persisted until the sunmer
of 1960-~the Cuban government was forced
to abandon or at least postpone the confer-~
ence becuase of its failure to obtain more
than tentative acceptances from only a few
countries. S

Moscow radio said that the Soviet technical
and cultural exhibit appearing in Mexico
City at the time would open in Havana on
5 February 1960,

- 13 =




. 14 Decewmber 1859

31 December 1859

31 December 1959

1 January 1960

7 January 1960

9 January 1960

Paraguayan officials in Asuncion were in-
formed that 300 machine guus and 800 rifles
were about to be shipped to Buenos Aires
under orders from Raul Castro for the use
of Paraguayan rebels against the Stroessner

The first shipment of arms and ammunition
bought from Italy under terms of an agree-
ment concluded in July arrived imn Havana
aboard an Italian vessel. Equipment esti-
matgd to be worth some $2,500,000 was
furnished to Cuba under the agreement. It
ingluded:
¥ 72 81 mm mortars and 40,000 mortar shells
16 120 mm mortars and 8,000 shells
12 105 mm howitzers and 16,000 105 mm
19\ shells
50 machineguns
70 rocket launchers and 8,000 rockets
7 flamethrowers
1,500,000 50 cal. cartridges
Miscellaneous communications equip-

The Castro government signed its first trade
agreement with Communist China, under the
terms of which Cuba agreed to sell 50,000
tons of sugar to Peiping at a price below
the world market price. % S5

The first contingent of men and women members
of the Havana University student militia

left Havana for a two-week training period in
the Sierra Maestra. They were accompanied

by Fidel Castro. This was the first militia
group to obtain field training, following
which the members were to act as instructors
for new units. ¢ »

A Cuban returning from a tour of Communist
China told Raul Castro that the Chinese Commu-
nist foreign minister asked him to tell Raul
that 20 industrial and agricultural techni-
cians already promised would arrive in Cuba
during January. o

The Ministry of Revolutionary Armed Forces
designated Captaln Rogelio Acevedo Gonzalez
as national chief of the "Revolutiocnary Mi-
litias." At the same time instructions were
issued to the chiefs of all four military
services that they were to facilitate the




X2 Jeanuary 1960

4 February 1960

military training of all civilizns who

Organization and direction of the revolution-
ary militia by the Cuban government became
more complete with the publication of new
regulations governing the militia groups,

The following regulations were instituted:

(1) 211l militia groups were given 30 days in

‘which to register with the government; (2)

each militiaman was instructed to file bio~
graphfc data forms and photos with the head
of his group; (3) each militia insttuctor
had tg, obtain a certificate within 30 days
suthorizing him to do such work; and (4)
militia groups unable to comply with these
2nd othgr minor regulations had to suspend
activities until the new edicts had been
met, §

.
1

Soviet Deputy Premier Mikoyan arrived in
Havana at the head of a 4l-person delegation
heavily weighted with specialists connected
with foreign trade, g2lthough the ostensible
reason for Mikoyan's trip to Havana was to
officiate at the opening of the Soviet ex-
hibit there., The Cuban-Soviet economic
agreement which emerged from Mikoyan's con-
versation with Cuban leaders was signed on

13 February. UndexX the terms of the agree—
ment, the USSR agreed to purchase one million
tons of Cuban sugar. annually from 1860 through
1964 at the world market price rate., 20
percent of this volume. wag to be paid in

cash and the balance by exports of Soviet
goods to Cuba. An economic aid agreement

was also signed under which the USSR extended.
a $100 million credit to Cuba for the pur-
chase of machinery and materials and agreed
to furnish technical assisfance to Cuba during
the five-year period of the credit. At a
reception in Havana on 12 February, Mikoyan,
in answer to a- question, said that Cuba would
sell military aiwxcraft to Cuba if requested,
but he implied that there had been no mention
of Cuban arms purchases from the USSR in

the talks. Later, in Moscow, he dismissed
this subject by saying the‘sale of aircraft
to Cuba had not been discussed and pointed
out that Cuba needed tractars and plows, not
military planes., He reiterated, however,

that "we are willing to sell fighter planes
to anyone."™




9 February 1960

3 ¥arch 1860

v

4 March 1860

13 March 1960

16 March 1960

The Mexican ambassador to Prague claimed
he had definite information to the effect
that three Cubans had recently arrived in
Prague in order to purchgse Czech munitions
for Cuba. § o e

Cuban national bank president “"Che" Guevara
and the director of the East German State
Bank signed a one-year trade and payments
agreement, ©East Germany agreed to purchase
60,000 tons of sugar at the world market
price. The pact reportedly took the unac-
customed form of an inter-bank agreement
in -order to avoid risking Cuban commercial
tilis with the West German government.

)L

The ‘French cargo vessel "La Coubre'" carrying
76 tons ®f ammunition bought by Cuba in Bel-
gium blew up in Havana harbor. Within a
matter of hours after the explosion Cuban
government spokesmen attributed the disaster
to US-directed sabotage. 5

In a speech at Havana University Fidel Cas-
tro referred to a "yankee paper which in
days past said that we bhad spent I don't
know how many millions on arms." Although
Castro acknowledged that the government had
indeed been procuring the weapons ‘''necessary
for its defense," he gave no figures and no
description of the types of arms acquired.
He took the position that it was nobody's
business what arms Cuba acquired since they
were exclusively for self defense. He in-
dicated that the watchword of the revolution
was '"work and rifle'" and said the people
must work to carry forwaird the revolutionary
program and at the same time be prepared
to shoulder a rifle to repel the aggressor
in the event of an attack. § : o

< s S government
to exercise close surveillance over all
Cuban visitors to Ecuador. Cuban Communists
and the Cuban government were rumored to be
giving financial aid to various leftist
groups in Ecuador to support leftist candi-
dates in the imminent national election.




18 gzrch 1960

21 March 1860

24 March 1960

26 March 1960

A press report stated that Cuba would buy

12 Mi-4 helicopters from the USSR "'for ir-
rigation and fumigation work." Ope of these
was on display at the Soviet exposition and
was left in Cuba. Castro noted that only
the day before the United States had revoked
export licenses for the sale of four similar
helicopters to Cuba. & 3 o

g

some 23 obsolescent British-made Jet fight-
ers, nuperous trainers, and ammunition for
all thé?planes—~materia1 made avallable to
the Castro government in February. There
has been no indication since this date that
Cuba has'received any militar equipment
from the UAR, ,

A fairly reliable source with good govern-
ment contacts reported that in case of a
possible internal conflict, Fidel Castro's
strategy would be to rely heavily on the
civil militia in the cities and to use the
Cuban army mostly for guerrilla-type war-
fare in rural areas and in the nmountains,
An untested source reported in this connec-
tion that the government had begun an in-
tensive arms distribution and caching pro-
gr i ticipation of such a conflict.

Communists .or pro-Communists from 15 Latin
American countries attended the closing-
ceremonies of the "Week of Solidarity with
the Struggle of the Latin American Peoples"
~-proclaimed by the Communist-infiltrated
labor arm of the Castro regime and backed
by the Cuban Communist party--and issued a
manifesto calling for the initiation of an
"anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution
in all Latin America." A Cuban labor leader
announced plans at the same time for a
‘“great Latin American congress to create

the apparatus to fight the common enemy...
lmperialism." He said Cuban delegations
would leave on 1 May for other Latin Ameri-
Can countries "to give them help and to re-
quest aid for the Cuban revolution." Many
of the week's manifestations stressed the
"unfortunate plight" of Puerto Rico, "still
under the bondage of the common enemy."

o
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31 ¥arch 1960 Cuban Foreign Minister Raul Roa and the
' Polish Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade
signed a trade and payments agreement, a
technical cooperation agreement, and a -
credit agreement for Cuban purchases of
Polish industrial equipment. According to
subgsequent reports, there were no provisions
for supplying military aircraft or arms to
“Cuba under the terms of the agreement,

4 April 1960 : The fburth National Congress of the youth
section of the Cuban Communist party
opengd in Havana and was attended by dele-
gates from the Soviet Union, Communist China,
Czechoslovakia, and a number of other Soviet
bloc countries in addition. to those from
other Latin American countries. The con-

gress, which lasted a week, opened with a

rally broadcast over the government operated

radio and television networks. ' S

6 April 1960

Viadimir Pav
Havana. An announcement of the elevation
of Cuban-Czech relations to the embassy
level was made in Havana

28 April 1960 President Ydigoras of Guatemala announced
a rupture of relations with Cuba for
complicity with elements in Guatemala

planning to overthrow his government.

[3

1 ¥Xay 1960 Revolutionary army units participating
in the Kay Day parade in Havana consisted
of an armored serial composed of Sherman
and Comet medium tanks plus armored
cars and light tanks; an artillery serial




4 May 1960

7 M¥ay 1860

11 May 1960

22 May 1960

-

‘Militias.

of 75 mm Pack howitzers, 25 mm Hotchkiss
antiaircraft guns and four unidentified
truck-drawn artillery pieces; and an-in-
fantry serial of five three-company
battalions. All infantrymen parading
carried Belgian FN 7.62 automatic rifles.
These detachments were followed by the

University, Peasant, Women's, 'and Workers'

A Brazilian Communist reported that a
schoot for Latin American Communists had
been established in Communist China in
Aprilyofferlng a six-month course in
military strategy and agrarian reform.

Among the students reported to be at-

tending the school were 30 Cubans.

The Cuban Foreign Office announced the
re-establishment of diplomatic relations
with the Soviet Union at the embassy
level. Soviet ambassador to Havana Sergey
Kudryavtsev arrived in Cuba in mid-August,
and Cuban ambassador to Moscow Faure
Chaumont arrived there in early September.

%t provided the first
that the bloc was pre-
paring to supply military equipment to
the Castro regime. The head of the
Chlef Technical Directorate of the Czech

SR 2 The Technical
Dlrectorate is respansible for Czech
exports of military equipment and is
involved in many of the bloc’'s arms
deals with nonbloc countries. Subse-
quent deliveries of hloc arms to Cuba
probably were arranged as a result of
Cuban negotiations with the Czech
Technical Directorate during May and
June 1960.

80 Russians arrived in Cuba on 22 May

to join the Soviet Trade Commission es-
tablished during Mikoyan's visit in Feb-
ruary, according to information considered
reliable by the US service attaches in
Havana. Caracas newspapers during the
week reported that groups of Russians and




22 Hay 1960

31 May 1960

31 May 1960

1 June 1960

10 Jdune .1960
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Czechs had recently been passing through
Venezuela en route to Havana by several
airlines. Their documents described them
as mechnaics, technicians, and experts
in varying fields, and a “"diplomati
mission of technical assistance." ¢

According ;tova: Cuban government official,

Crates of Cuban and Soviet Communist
. propaganda material were placed on the

plane which was used by Cuban president
Osvaldo Dorticos in his 22 May - 14 June
tour of six Latin American countries,
The propaganda material allegedly was
deliﬁ%red to the Cuban embassy in each
country on the Dorticos itinerary. Sub-

"sequent reports indicate that Cuban em-

bassie$ in most Latin American countries
have covertly received varying amounts of
Cuban propaganda:for local distribution.

A reliable source of the US Army attache
in Havana stated that the only Soviet ad
visors with the Cuban Air Force at that
time were the four technicians left with
the helicopter the USSR presented to Cuba
in February. The source had been told
that Soviet fighters. would be delivered
in June or July, accompani
pilots and technicians. %

Another Cuban arms purchasing mission
visited the bloc, including the USSR, Con-
munist China, and Czechoslovakia. The
only reported result was a contract to
purchase an unspecified number of Soviet

h _for the Cuban armed forces.

The Nicaraguan government cabled the

Cuban foreign ministry demanding the re-
call of the Cuban ambassador and his en<
tire staff for having repeatedly engaged
in subversive activities. (EEEiSGEes :

Czechoslovakia extended a $20,000,000
credit for industrial development to
Cuba. ., technical assistance agreement
and a five-year trade pact between the
lwo countries were also signed.




17 June 1860

- 20 June 1860

25 June 1860

28 June 1960

4 July 1960
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The Cuban goveranment announced that Poland
had accepted the Cuban ¢rndidate for smbas-—

srdor. to Warzaw. BRelations between the

two countries at the embassy level were
formally_ 3 September in Ha-
vana.

An eight-man Cuban mission reportedly
departed for Czechoslovakia to be trained

"in artillery methods for two or three

months. The report stated that all Cuban
nade

Cuban Kinister of Armed Forces Raul Castro
left for a visit to Prague, accompanied

by a number of Cuban military officers

and government officials. It is likely
that an agreement for Czechoslovakia to
supply arms to Cuba was concluded at

this tine.

The Soviet merchant vessel Baltiysk
arrived in Havana touching off a spate of
rumors on the delivery of Soviet arms to
Cuba. The rumors ran from small arms to
rockets and missiles, with nuclear weapoans
mentioned In at least one report. While
it is possible that sQome arms; were de-
livered aboard the Baltiysk, %he bulk of
its cargo consi ted of fertilizers and

5 A%
Baltiysk, every Soviet vessel which
called at a Cuban port-with incoming

cargo produced re
deliveries :

ports of possible arms’

According to an untested Cuban government
official, the Cuban embassy in Bern was.

in the process of issulng visas to a

group of 30 Communist Chinese nationals--
including three military officers--who
planned to travel to Cuba for "commercial"
purposes. The Bern embassy reportedly

had standing instructiens to honor all
Soviet and Communist Chinese visa requests
without consulting Havana beforehand.
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7 5aly 1960

9 July 1960

9 July 1960

The Soviet vessel Zhan Zhores delivered
four ¥i-4 helicopters to Cuba, which
were then taken to the Playa Baracoa
airbase near Havana to be assembled by
Soviet and/or Czech technicians. This
ship may have carried additional military
equipment such as rifles, machine guns
and ammunition, which later was turced

over to the Cuban militia. A report
‘from the US Army attache in Havan on 30

July said that a recent delivery of bloc
arms had included 10,000 rifles with

foldlng bayonets, 10,000 submachine guns
and 3Q, “cannon." This equipment may have
beepn delivered from the Zhan Zhores.

The Playa Baracoa airbase. Although
the type of work was not specified it is
likely that the assembly of Mi-4 heilcopters
or other military equipment was involved

In a speech to the All Unlon Conference

of Teachers at Koscow Soviet Premier
Khrushchev said: "Figuratively speaking,
Soviet artillerists, in the event of
necessity, can with their rocket firepower
support the Cuban people if the aggressive
forces in the Pentagon dare begin inter-
vention against Cuba..... recent tests
have shown, we have rockets capable of
striking accurately in a set square at

a distance of 30,000 kilometers.'" ¥hen
asked later the same day by US correspon-
dents to clarify his earlier remarks,

Khrushchev refused but sent a note saying

the USSR would not remain irndifferent

in such a situation. The Soviet Ministry
of Poreign Affairs press chief was re-
ported as saying the remarks were .
hypothetical and applied to a hypothetical
situation; thus no clarification was
appropriate. L R ‘




12 -July 1860

15 July 1960

16 July 1960

18 July 1860

19 July 1960

21 July 1960

In regard to the US Naval Base at Guan-
tanamo Khrushchev gaid at his 12 July
press conference that the Cuban people
would in time have their say. ‘'They -
will say 'it is enough. You have plundered
sufficiently. Now get out!'  If at that
time the United States intervenes mili-

tarily we will lepd Cuba our support,™
he said. ﬁ&i_izf = )

Belgian government officlals informed
the US“émbassy in Brussels that Belgium
would issue no more export licenses fo
the sale of arms to Cuba. ¢ -

Aerial and ground reconnaisance by the
US military attaches in Cuba failed to
reveal evidence of KIG aircraft or unusual
construction activities which had been men-
tioned in numerous reports. E Frer

Several sources reported that the former
foreign minister of Argentina under Peron
was negotiating with the Cuban government
concerning cooperation with the Peronistas
and Communists in Argentina for the over-
throw of President Frondizi. Argentine-
born “Che" Guevara, Cuba's economic czar,
reportedly consulted with the ex-foreign
minister on three occasions. &

Soviet delegate Sobolev, in the debate in ’
the Security Council on Cuban charges A
against the US, denounced the US' alleged
"economic aggression" against Cuba and ’
its campaign of "hostile agitations and
slander. He denied that the USSR had

any use for bases in Cuba or elsewhere
since weapons based on its own socil could
reach "any target.' "If armed aggression
were undertaken against Cuba," bhe said,
the USSR “could not remain indifferent"
and would assist Cuba with all its mili-_
tary might, if Cuba so requested.

The joint Soviet-Cuban communique issued
after Raul Castro's interview with Khru-
shchev in Moscow on 18 July asserted
that the Soviet Union would '"use every
means to prevent US armed intervention
against Cuba. The communique then mini-
mized the likelihood of such US :uc..-

- .23




21 July 1960

23 July 1960

26 July 19860

26 July 1960

27 July 1880

intervention by saying that the US state-
ment disavowing any intention of such a
move was a commitment assumed before the
entire world. Wwhile the communique makes
it clear that the US statement was issued
after Khrushchev's threat, it refrains 3
from claiming-credi it, even by im-~
plication. Gy

N Y .

A Cuban plane departed Havara for Prague
to meet Raul Castro. The plane's passen-
ger mi&nifest revealed that 65 passengers
were aboard, including several high-level
militaxry officers. HMost of theupasssngers
are believed to have been trainees sent

to Czechoslovakia for military instruc-

' The governments of Cuba and Communist

China signed a trade and payment agree-
ment--providing for Peiping's purchase
of 500,000 tons of Cuban sugar annually
for a five-year period--an agreement on
scientific and cultural cooperation, and
an agreement on cultural cooperatidn.

In his letter of copgratulations to Fidel
Castro on the severnth acniversary of the
26th of July Movement, Khrushchev declared
that the Cubar people are not alone in =
their struggle, and he pledged that 1he
Soviet Union.would give Cuba '""the necessary
support" in case of armed intervention.

=5,
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The long-plarned Latin American Youth
Congress, atterded by delegates from most
Latin American countries as well as by
""fraternal delegates'" from most Sino-
Soviet bloc natiors, opened in the Sierra
Maestra. Prcceedings of the congress,
which closed on 7 August, featured ex-
pressions of support for the Cuban revolu-
tion and denunciations of aggressions b
"lm erialists" against Cuba.

In a statement con 27 July Castro said
that '"this will be the last time...the
militia will parade without rifles,' be-
cause the weapons were now in Cuba and
would be distributed at the proper time.

<4 -




3 August 1960

7 August 1960

7 August 1960

Mt

had been delivered shortly before.

il

Probably he referred to Czech rifles which

2 and from $&

Soviet-bloc arms to Cuba were being
planned The head of the Soviet Chief
Engineering Directorate, Sergeichik, and
the Soviet official associated with ex-
ports of military goods from the Black
Sea port of Nikolaev, Yastrebov, were
idé&ntified in Cuba for the first time.
Their presence confirmed that high-level
discussions were in progress for the de—
livery of ‘bloc arms. B

In Prime Minister Fidel Castro's speech
at the closing session of the Latin Ameri-
can Youth Congress, he repeatedly attempted

to identify Latin American workers, peasants,

students, and intellectuals with the Cuban
revolution and frankly appealed to the
people over the heads of their governments
to follow the Cuban example. He bitterly
attacked the forthcoming Meeting of Foreign
Ministers and the Organization of American
States as tools of '"American imperialism"
to be used against the Cuban revolution.

He also elaborated further on the subject
of arming the militia: he said that arms
were located in strategic places, were
readily accessible for distribution to
militiamen, and were in condition for im-
mediate use. In another speech given the
same day, foreign minister Raul Roa :'said.
that Cuba had taken its place in the front
ranks of a world-wide revolutionary move-
ment of greater scope and impact than the
Renaissance.

Contingents of a so-called International
Work Brigade began to arrive in Cuba in
order to participate in the construction
of a "school city" in the Sierra Maestra
mountains of Oriente Province. "Volun-
teers™ from a number of countries, in-
cluding most Sino-Soviet bloc natiomns,
were joined by many delegates remaining
after the conclusion of the Latin Ameri-
can Youth Congress. Before the brigade
left Cuba in early October, several

- 25 =




15 August 19860

16 August 1960

16 August 1960

16 August 1960

reports from brigade wembers stated that

participafits were given guerrilia train-
ing during: their two month period in the

"In response to Kbrushchev's congratula-

tions on the anniversary of the 26th of
July Movement, Fidel Castro sent a letter
to Khrushchev in which he stated that
Soviet "sympathy puits us under still
greater obligation to follow the path we
ave chosen,... The breasking of the chain
of imperialist oppression is of tremendous
significance for the peoples of Latin Ameri-
éa and for all oppressed peoples of the
world." He added that Soviet solidarity
with Cuba 1s "unquestionable proof that
the peoples fighting for inde-endence
are not alone.," % :

A New China News Agency despatch from
Pelping reported that Communist Chinese
Premier Chou En-lai had offered Cuba
"all possible e with no quali-
fications," § TSR

The Cuban Army, led by Fidel and Raul
Castro, occupiled the Raval Arsenal and
main naval base in Casa Blanca as a result
of ipformation concerning a plot involving
the defection of the three PF to the United °
States, Following this, the Navy was vir-
tually deactivated, only one PCE (CARIBE)
and a few YP remaining in service. Large
numbers of naval personnel were sent to
farm cooperatives, transferred to the
merchant marine, or assigned to other non-
naval tasks. =

The eighth national congress of the Popu-
lar Socialist (Communist) party of Cuba
opened in Havana with many relatively
high-level foreign Communist delegations
in attendance., Communist China, East
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Rumania, and Poland sent members of party
central committees, and North Korea also
sent delegates., The gathering provided

an opportunity for i1nternational Communist
liaison and for the further exploitation
of Cuba as a base for o ations in Lati
America. : = e e R




18 August 1960

21 August 1260

28 August 1860

28 August 1860

29 August 1960

Another Cuban plane flew to Prague with
at least 80 passengers, most of whom were

=0

S

A photograph taken on 21 August revealed
that Czech 7.62 mm semlautomatic rifles
had been delivered to Cuba and were in
the hands of the militia, There was no
indication of the amount cof Czech material
which had been delivered, but probably
Ahe rifles were part of a small shipment
made in July. It may have included

achine guns, ammunition, and other

ight arms as well, At the ceremony
where the picture was taken, Castro told
the graduating militliamwen that the people
were "armed to the teeth™ and s
weapons would be received. §

Foreign Minister Raul Roa and the Cuban
delegation to the Seventh Meeting of
Foreign Ministers at San Jose, Costa

Rica walked out of the meeting after
failing to obtain approval of a resolu-
tion condemning the United States and
failing to block the adoption of a firm
résolution against Soviet bloc interven-
tion in this hemisphere, Speeches by Roa
and Fidel Castro two days later reached
new heights of bitter invective against
the US and zgainst the representatives

of other Latin American governments.

This: trend was continued when on 2 Septem-
ber the Castro regime summoned a "National
General Assembly of the Cuban People'" in
Havana to repudiate the Declaration of
San Jose and tc counter it with a so-
called "Declaration of Havana,' which

in effect withdrew Cuba from the inter-
American system arnd aligned it more firml
with the Sino-Soviet bloc. : :

peing used
vell as the militia,

North Korea received its first diplomatic
recognition outside the Bloc with the sign-
ing in Havana of an agreement to exchange
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2 September 1860

6 September 1960

8 September 1860

12 September 1960

14 September 1960

ambassadors with Cuba "as soon as possi-
ble." The announcement was made in a

joint declaration following the signing
of a cultural exchange agreement by re

Fidel Castro announced at the "National
General Assembly of the Cuban People"
that Cuba would no longer recognize

«Nationalist China but would establish

diplomatic relations with the Chinese
People's Republic; that Cuba would support
%he admission of Communist China to the
United Nations; and that Cuba would es-
tablish relations with "all the socialist
cSuntries." On 24 September the Cuban
cabinet approved decrees formally estab-
1ishing diplomatic relations with Korth
Korea and Communist China at the embassy
level; on 28 September Peiping and Havana
issued a joint communique agreeing to ex-
change ambassadors as soon as possible.

for military training--EE558 S
evidence thatﬁsuch training was in progress

The Soviet cargo ship Ilya MKechnikov
arrived in Havana with the first major
shipment of bloc arms to Cuba, Its 4,000-
ton cargo apparently included at least

10 medium tanks, antiaircraft artillery,
machine guns, ammunition, radar and
electronics equipment and other unidenti-
fied material. Detailled reports did not
indicate that alrcraft were delivered at
that time.

first time that jet
delivery to Cuba. &

Cuba and Hungary signed agreements on
commercial relations, payments, credits,
and a protocol on scientific and technical
cooperation. Hungary granted Cuba a credit

<
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15 September 1960

16 September 1960

18 September 1960

20 September 1960

of $8 million to buy machinery and equip-

ant es-ecially for hydroelectric projects,
SRR 3 .Sf:F &

In mid—September Fidel Castro told Eﬁ%
ey that he believed capitalism
and the United States were '"finished,"

that he believed the Sino-Soviet bloc
would win the present ideological struggle,
and he therefore deemed it necessary to
akign Cuba with the Soviets., Castro also
went to considerable leggths in describing
himself as the rising leader of Latin
Aderica and Africa, and while indicating
his concern with the attitude of the
Betancourt government in Venezuela, he
boasdted that if the Venezuelans were not
with him, he could '"undermine their
economy and bring them to their knees,”

His comments on Soviet techbnical assistance
were enthusiastic, and he remarked that
“"With all these excellent people in Cuba
we will defeat the corrupt capitalistic

An aerial reconnaissance flight by the
US Air attache disclosed no evidence of
MIG aircraft at Cuban airbases, despite
continui rts of their presence,

National Bank President Guevara talked
openly at a public gathering of arming
Cubarcs with Czech military equipment,
"purchased with no strings attached,”
Soon, he said, there will be aircraft’
""of any power which sells them to us,"
plus tanks, canncns, bazookas, machine
guns and projectiles of all types "from
tho who would sell them to us.,"

According to reports from two sources,
12 Soviet technicians were engaged in
some type of military comnstruction at
Managua, an army base southeast of
Havana., Six large crates, allegedly
containing "rockets or some type of
heavy artillery' were reportedly trans-
ported to the site., The activity

lved antiaircraft weapons.




53 September 1960

25 September 1960

1 October 1960

2 October 1960

3 October 1860
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The Soviet ship Solnechnogorsk arrived
in Havana and off-loaded from 7 to 10
very large crates believed to contain
Soviet helicopters. € T e
~the ship was carrying a large cargo of
wheat and cotton, but the US military
attaches in Havana were able personally
‘to observe the unloading of the crates,
The dimensions of the crates as well as
the lack of security precautions, both
during the voyage and in port, suggest
Aihe' re additional helicopters.

;1&Ass gave the rollowing ekcerpt of Khrush-

chev's press interview at Glen Cove, Kew
York: :

" Question: ¥hen Raul Castro was in
Moscow you stated that in the case of US
intervention against Cuba, the Soviet Union
would strike at the United States. Do I
have your statement right?

Apswer: More or less right. But you
needn't worry. Your commentator Lippmann
wrote: "If," But since America does not
intend to attack Cuba this means that
there is no danger whatsoever." CZESE
& 2

The Soviet merchant ship Sergei Kirov was
unloading the second major shipment of bloc
arms under very strict security conditions
in a port west of Havara. The ship carried
more than 3,000 tons of cargo which probably
was chiefly military equipment, § e

an field artillery, and more
re included in the shipment.

All flights over the northern ccast of

Cuba were prohibited] perhaps to screen
the unloading of bloc arms. 'One Soviet
vessel was unlo din- in the are t that
time and § =

A Cuban transfer of nearly‘$4.5 million
in pounds sterling from New York to the
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3 October 1860

7 October 1860

7-8 October 1960

11 Cctober 1960

18 October 1960

19 October 1860

g&ccount of the Czechoslovakian Stafe
Bank in london may have been a cash
downpayment‘ior the Cuban Czech arms

po 8 were receiving
training in the use of "new arms"—-

probably of bloc origin--and that these
weapons would not be issued until {

A
Cuba and Bulgaria gsigned a commercial
ggreement~-under wbich Bulgaria agreed to
uy at least 20,000 tons of Cuban sugar
annually for the next five years--and
a- protocol on scilentific and technical
cooperation., Representatives of both
countries then issued a joint statement
announcing the establishment of diplomatic
relations, :

The Soviet ship Nikolail Burdenko with the
third major shipment of bloc arms was
unloading its more than 3,000 tons of
cargo in a port west of Havana. The
shipment probably consisted chiefly of
military goods. Unconfirmed reports
stated that MIG aircraft were delivered,

5 : ban
pilots probably were engaged in flight
training in Czechoslovskia. The
trainees probably were among the more
than 100 Cubans which were sent to
Czechoslovakia in July and Au- st 1960
for military instruction. =

The Soviet vessel ‘Atkarsk arrived in
Cuba with the fourth major shipment of
bloc arms. It carried at least 2,400
tons of military cargo. Reports: of the
delivery of jet aircraft sisted, but
remained unconfirmed. Z SR e

8 that while Soviet threats
y precluded “a large organized
invasion" by the US, the USSR would not




permit any armed incursions and “if the
US wanted another Korea, or even a world
war, 1t would bear the responsibility for

| it . 1t : ‘:""‘*_' .u' "?";3-*.;92
20 QOctober 1860 Castro reportedly told the UAR ambassador

that he had a written commitment from
Moscow to UdeE&nd"ACuba "if necessar "

20 October 1860

mentioned have been associated previously
with Czech airpraft deliveries outside
SRR

22 October 1860 Khrushchev showed his reluctance to be
drawn into too precise a reiteration or
elaboration of his 9 July rocket threat
against the US. He told Cuban journalists
he would like his statement regarding aid
to Cuba in the case of armed aggression
“really to be symbolic.'" Khrushchev added,
"for this purpose it is essential that the
imperialists' threat of intervention againe
Cuba shall not materialize into military
operations, and then there will be no neced
to confirm the reality of our statement
about armed assistance to the people of
Cuba against aggression." YEES S

25 October 1960 The USSR lent its support in the UN to
Cuba's charges that the United States
was planning an imminent invasion of
Cuba, Soviet support for Cuba on the
ame lssue was again offered on 1 November.

25 October 1960 The Cuban
€& embassy in Moscow to seek North Viet—
namese agreement to a joint communique to
be issued on 15 November announcing the
establishment of diplomatic relatio at
the embassy level. Y%

28 October 1960 The US Naval Attache in Havana reported
the arrival of the Russian freighter
Tiksl with large crates of deck cargo,




28 October 1960

28 October 1960

31 October 1960

Late October 1960

2 November 1960

The American Embassy in Havana reported
a consensus gmong US military attaches
in Cuba that the number of Soviet MIG
aircraft mentioned in numerous reports
as being in Cuba was highly exaggerated
and possibly there were none at all. ‘
Their reports indicated a possibility,
Kowever, that there were from six to ten
MIGs at the San Antonio_de los Banos or
Sgn Julian airbases. | - 3

A source described as very reliable by
the US Naval Attache reported that two
thousand militiamen were undergoing
training on a farm in Pinar Del Rio
Province. The training reportedly in-
cluded tank orientation, and four Russian
tanks were seen at this location,

A usually reliable source reported that

fio de Janeiro students and workers planned
to stage a parade on 4 November in support
of the Cuban revolution using funds from
official and private Cuban sources, The
Cuban charge dlaffaires in Rio and a
Brazilian Communist were allegedly
responsib DaxY

.9e

Due to the fear of a possible invasion,
naval ships began to be reactivated with
a1l possible haste. Private yachts were
commandeered to strengthen the coastal
patrol. Two PF were the only ships

not in service as of 15 November, and
they were being prepared for sea at that
time. All ships sail with Army security
personnel, Most naval craft are patrol-
ing off Pinar del Rio Province,

Following the ouster of Salvadoran
President Lemus and the assumption of
power by a six-man junta, the US embassy
in San Salvador commented that it appeared
likely that the way was now open for the
full return of Cuban diplomatic representa-
tion in E1l Salvador--virtually suspended
since early July--and the renewal of Cuban
i tivity within the country.




7. Xovember 1860

8 November 1860

11 November 1960

The US Corsul in Santiago de Cuba reported
he had received reliable informatiom that
the Russian wmerchaxt ship Pskov arrived
at an Orientoe Province port om 7 November
and unloaded betweer four and five thou-
sand tors of guns ard light army and
smaval artillery. Tight security measures
were reportedly erforced durirg thoe week
the Soviet ship was im port. Another
report stated that om or about 5 Rovember
the Cuban goverrnment had stopped all
vekicular traffic on the Mayari-Preston
Road ir Oriexte Provirce to permit the
unlgading of an arms shipmext from a
Soviet vessel which had arrived at Mayari,
The same report also stated that an
”arm?fed tank base™ had becn established
near San Luis im Southern Oriente Proviuce.
%

Premier Fidel Castro, im a speech before a
joirt mecting of several Cuban labor unions,
indicated that Cuba should not count on Soviet.
rockets for support against the United States,
He said, 'No, do not speak of rockets, I will
tell you why; because that is too simple. The
effort must be our own, and to defend ourselves
we should think of trebling and quadrupling
our efforts rather than comfortably expecting
them /The USSR/ to send ro the
enemies of the country.® g

Nicaraguan rebel attacks near the Costa
Rican-Nicaraguan border apparently were
made by conservatives as well as leftists,
a few of whom had recently been in Cuba.
Costa Rican and Nicaraguan charges that the
rebels were backed by Cuba and reports of
the presence of a few Cubans among the
yet been confirmed.




13 November 1960

20 November 1960

21 November 1960

N
~

The Guatemalan revolt of 13 November was
apparently led by disaffected military

officers with backing from opposition

groups ranging from right to extreme left.
While Cuban propaganda and subversion have been
employed toward such an end in Guatemala

as well as most other Latin American

countries, there is still no evidence that

the 13 Novembe isi was closely directed
by Cuba. €

National Bank president *“Che' Guevara, speaking
at a reception given in his honor in Peiping,
said the Latin American people have "“many
things to learn from the achievements of the
people's communes and all the other social
systems adopted by China.'" He added, "It may
be that one of these methods or something
similar will be adopted by the Americas in
pursuing the road of liberation when the first
step has been taken--that is, the seizure of
power by the workers and peasants." '

"Che'' Guevara, speaking before about 10,000
persons in Peiping, said that visators to Cuba
from all over the Western Hemisphere had

asked how they too might achieve the "beautiful
realities" Cuba had achieved. "“When asked
what to do to obtain all this," Guevara said,
"Cuba can only answer that it will not be
through ballot boxes, nor through building up
an underground opposition, nor through winniag
parliamentary seats by cleverly maneuvering--
as in hypocritical Latin American democracies.
It is through armed struggle of the people
sharply directed against the opposition cliqgue.
It is through arming the people and smashing
the puppet dictatorial regime that a people
supplants the latter regime."
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ANNEX 1,

ARMS AND EQUIPMENT OF CUBAN ARMY

have been made.

ITEM ION HAND Received during Period | Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc
Sources Sources*
1. Armored Vehicles '
a. Lt Tk, "3-man A
Dutch" (US) 8 8
b. Lt TkM3A1 (US) 12; 12
c. Med Tk M4A1 ;
w/76-mm Gun (US) 7 7
d, Med Tk Comet Y
w/77-mm Gun (UK)| 15 = 15
e. .Scout Car,.M3Al,
White (US) 19 19
f. Armored Car, M8
(Us) 20 20
g. Medium Tanks,
T34 (USSR) 40 40
Assault Guns,
SU-100 10 10
i. Armored Personnel
Carriers, BTR-15P 60 60
2. Motor Transport
a. Sedans (US) 175 175
b. Jeeps (US) 599 . 599
c. Trucks (US) 158 : 15 Czech) 173
d. Busses (US) 28 28
e. Ambulances (US) 19 19
f. Cmd Recon Car
3/4~ton (US) 4 4
g. Motor Cycles (US)| 149 149
h. Special Purpose
Vehicles 19 19
i. Trailer, 1/4-ton 30 30
j. Trailer, 3/4-ton 3 3
k. Trailer, 1 1/2-tomn 6 6
1. Trailer, 1 1/2—tJn
water tank 1 1
* No positive jdentificatiors of major military items of Bloc origin

The figures on arms received from Bloc sources are

based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the

Cuban military forces,
figures are intended only to indicate a roug

and reports received from Cuba.

should be‘éonsiéered as tentative.
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h order of magnitude and
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ITEM ON HAND Received during Period | Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc

Sources Sources*

3. Artillery

a. 25-mm Hotchkiss

AA Gun (Fr) 16 16
b. 37-mm Gun M6 (US) . 9 9
c. S57-mm Gun, Salute

Gun (UK) 6 6
d. 75-mm Pack Howitze ‘

(Us) - 8 8
e. 105-mm Howitzer, 9 :

(Pack (It.) 4 4
f. Field Gun, 85-mm 25 25
g. Howitzer, 122-mm 45 45
h, Antitank Gun, 30-sm 30 30
i, Antiaircraft gun,

85-mm and/or 57mm 50 50
j. Multiple rocket

launcher, 130-un 20 (Czech) 20
k. Antitank gun, S57-mn

(or Recoilless

Gun, 82-mm B10) 30 30
1. Gun Howitzer, 152-un 10 10

ZI Mortars

a. 60-mm M2 (US) 17 17
b. 81l-mm 14 (US)| 72 (It) 86
c. 82-nm 120 120
d., 120-mm 30 30

5. Rocket Laugnchers

a, Launcher, Grenade

Cal 30 M7A3 75 75
b. Launcher, Grenade

M8 60 60
c. Launcher, Rocket

3.5" M2 28(US) |70 (It) 98

* No positive identifications of major military items of Bloc origin
have been made. The figures on arms received from Bloc sources are
based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba. The estimated
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude and
should be considered as tentative.

I
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ITEM ON HAND Received during Period {Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc
Sources Sources*
6. Recoilless Rifles “
a, 57-mm M18 (US) 9 9
b, 75-mm (US) A4 4
X
7. Machipe Guns Q
a, Browning Cal .30,
M1919A6 103y 103
b. Browning Cal .30,
M1917 110 110
¢. Browning Cal. .50,
M2 90 90
d. Colt Cal 30 69 69
e. Lewis, Cal 30 6 6
f. Vickers, Cal 30 11 11
g. MAG, light, 7.62-mn 500 (Bel) 500
h, Antiaircraft,
14.5-mm (or 12.7-
mm) 30 30
8. Submachine Guns
a, Thoumpson Cal 45 (US)1,098 1,098
b. Steyr-Solothurn, Y
9-mm (Aust) 40 40
c. Marck-English,
O—mm 25 25
d, UZI FN, 9-mm 25 1,500 (Bel) 1,525
e, 9-mm, M23 (Czech) 10,000 10,000
f., Miscellaneous 105 105
¥ No positive identifications oi major milifary items of BlocC origin
have been made. The figures on arms received from Bloc scurces are

based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba. The estimated
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude

and should be considered as tentative.
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ITEM ON HAND Received during Period Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc
Sources Sources*
8. Rifles and Carbines
a. Rifle, Cal 30 M1 - 5,700(US)
22,000(1t) 27,700
b. Rifle, Cal 30, . A ,
Springfield, 1903 17,400 17,400
c. Rifle, Cal 30, v
Mauser 1,000 1,000
d. Rifle, Cal 30, .
Enfield 7,800 : 7,800
e. Rifle, Sniper, ‘
Cal 30 M1903A4 27 27
f. Rifle, Cal 22,
Mossberg 243 243
g. Rifle, 7.62-mm FN {-.- ,’ 26,000 26,000
(or more)
. (Bel) .
h, Rifle, 7.62-mm 35,000 35,000
i. Rifle, assorted 4-6,000 4-6,000
(held by Castro
forces)
j. Rifle, Automatic,
Browning, Cal 30 177 177
k, Rifle, Automatic,
Mossberg, Cal 22 20 20
1, Carbine, Cal 30
M1 (US) 3,100 - 3,100
m., Carbine, Cristobal
automatic, Cal 30
(D.R) 8,000 8,000
n, Carbine, Kragg,
Cal 30 4,800 4,800

* No positive identifications of major military items of Bloc origin
have been made., The figures on arms received from Bloc sources are
based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba. The estimated
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude

and should be considered as tentative.
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ITEM ON HAND Received during period ] Currently

1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
Free World Bloc
Sources Sources*

10. Pistols and Revolvers

a. Pistol, Colt,

M1911A1l, Colt 45 | 1,120 1,120
b. Pistol, Star, Cal

45 (Sp) 300 300
c. Pistol, Remington,

Cal 45 206 206
d. Pistols, assorted 200 . 200
e. Revolver, Colt, Cal . |

45 (US) - 10,750 - 10,750
f. Revolver, SW,=Cal T, :

45 (US) 340 340
.g. Revolver, Colt,

Cal (US) 100 100
h. Revolver, SV, :

Cal 38 45 45
i. Revolver,

Assorted 200 200

11. Ammunition **

a. Cartridge, Cal 7.62 52,000,000
(Belg)

b. Cartridge, 9-mm 3,000,000
(Belg)

c. Cartridge, Cal 30 2,734,000

\ (Norway)

d. Cartridge, Cal 50, ‘ 1,920,000

Ball "~ (Norway.
& It)

e. Cartridge, Cal 50, 580,000

APIT&T (1It)

* No positive identifications of major military: items of Bloc origin
have been made. The figures on arms received from Bloc sources are
based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba. The estimated
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude and
should be considered as tentative.

** It is not possible to estimate quantities of ammunition on hand
on 1 Jan 59. There were substantial quantities of Cal 30, Cal 45,
Cal 50, 60 and 81-mm mortar ammunition and some 3.5-inch rockets,
handgrenades, and rifle grenades.
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ITEM ON HAND Received during Period | Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
‘ Free World Bloc
Sources Sources¥
f. Shell, Mortar,
8l-mm light 20,000
(1t)
g. Shell, Mortar,
81l~mm heavy 12,000
(It)
h. Shell, Mortar,
81-mm smoke 8,000
(1t)
i. Rocket, 3.5", heat 8,000
(1t)
J. Rocket, 3.5", 3,000
: practice (1It)
k. Round, howitzer, \ 16,000
105-mm, M2A1 (1t)
1. Handgrenades, 20,000
Mark IIX (Norway)
m., Antitank grenades - 65,000
(Belg)
n. Handgrenades,
Assorted 15,000
(Belg)
o. Assorted 6,000 Ton
12, Communications
Equipment
a. Telephone, EE-8 24 140 (1It) 164
b. Telephone, types upk 1423 1423
c. Switchboard,
) SB-18/GT 7 n 7
d. Switchboard,
SB-22/PT 1 1
e. Switchboard, 4
Type unk 41 41
f., Switchboard i K
(10-1ine) 12 (1t) 12
g. Switchboard
(63-1ine) 3 (1It) 3

*No positive identificat

should be considered as .tentative.

: ons of major milifary ifems of Bloc origin
have been made. THe-figures on arms received from Bloc sources are
- based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries,
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba,
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude and

the size of the
The estimated
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ITEM ON HAND Received during Period | Currently
1 Jan 59 1 Jan 59 - Present Available
¥ree World Bloc
Sources Sourcesx*
h. Radio Set, .
AN/GRC-7 N 1 1
i. Radio Set, AN/PRC6 39 39
j. Radio Set, ' ‘
AN/PRC-10 ] st 31
k Radio Set, ,
AN/VRC-10 1 1
1. Radio Sets, Misc 116 116
m. Remote Control .
Eq, AN/GRC-11 2 o : 2

13. Miscellaneous

a. Binoculars

6 x 30 (It) 35 35
b. Binoculars

8 x 30 (1It) 25 25
c. Compass, MK III 60 60
d. Plotting Board M10 10 10
e. Riot Gun, Gas 73 73
f. Mines, HEAT M6 122 122
g. Flame Throwers (It) 7 7
h. Aiming Circle Ml 3 3
i. Very Pistol.. (US) 56 56
j. Pyrotechnic Pro-

jector, Hand, M19 17 . 17
k. Mine, AP 24,000 24,000

(Belg)

1. Radars, fire

control 15 (USSR) 15

* No positive identifications of major military items of Bloc origin
have been made. The figures on arms received from Bloc sources are
based on an analysis of tonnages delivered, types and quantities of
material delivered by the Bloc to other countries, the size of the
Cuban military forces, and reports received from Cuba. The estimated
figures are intended only to indicate a rough order of magnitude and
should be considered as tentative.
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ANNEX 2.

CUBAN AIR FORCE EQUIPMENT

1958 1960
N PROP JET PROP JET
FIGHTER
- A
F 47 > ‘ 14 3
F 51 ¥ 1
Sea Fury : 14
Sub Total \ 14 18
. ]
LT BMR )
B 26 17 13
Sub Total 17 13
A.S.W,
TBM-38 6
Sub Total G
TRANSPORT
—47 10 8
VC-53 1
C-46 4
C-54 2
Lockheed~lodestar 1
Sub Total T1 I5
HELICOPTER .
H-19 1
HOUND (MI-4) (USSR) 6
H-13 9
Sub Total 16
TRAINER & MISCELLANEOQUS
PA 18 5
N 23 6
T 33 8 7
T 6 7 6
T 7 x1
Cessna 310 2
PBY-54A 2
C-45 1
L-20 1
Sub Totals
I3 5 —I5 Yj
Grand Totals 55 8 86 7
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ANNEX 3

SOVIET BLOC POLICY TOWARD CUBA

The Sino-Soviet Bloc has gone a long way in identifying itself
with the maintenance of the Castro regime, Following a rela-
tively 1long period of temporizing, Moscow first moved to es-
tablish close relations with Havana last February through the
visit of Firsf'Deputy.Premier Mikoyan., The Joint communique
issued at that time provided the outline for fﬁture Cﬁban
pqlitical support of the Bloc in the international arena, in-
return, for substantial Soviet economic assistance to pastro.
Soviet activities in exploiting the rapid deterioration of US-
Cubanvrelations, however, were inhibited at that time by

the impending summit conference and President Eisenhower's
scheduled visit to the USSR.

With the collapse of the summit in May and the cancellation
of the President's trip, these inhibitions were removed and
the Bloc launched a more intensive drive to expand its
political and economic influence in the Casiro regime,
Exploitation of the Cuban situation became a prominent
element in Khrushchev's aggressive post-summit campaign

to isolate the US and brand it before world opinion as
openly pursuing a policy of aggression and provocation.
Khrushchev's acceptance on 3 June of an invitation to visit
Havana symbolized the new boldness of Moscow's moves to
demonstrate the USSR's ability to breach the Monroe Doctrine

and challenge the U.S. in its own backyard. Missions by

-~
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key Cuban officials to the Bloc presaged further important
gains in Bloc influence over the Cuban economy and Soviet
willingness to move ahead with military assistance. The

new and aggressive phase of Soviet support was highlighted

in July by a series of public statements pledging Bloc aid
against any economic or military measures that the US might
undertake against Cuba.

In a speech on 9 July, Khrushchev declared, "figuratively
speaking, Soviet artillerists, in the event of necessity,

can with their rocket firepower suppuort the Cuban people if
the aggressive forces in the Pentagon dare begin intervention
against Cuba." A communique signed by Khrushchev and Raul
Castro on 21 July stated that the USSR "would use every means
to prevent US armed intervention against Cuba." These pro-
nouncements were designed to deter any military intervention
by anti-Castro forces and to place the USSR in a position

to claim credit for having protected Cuba if such intervention
does not occur. Khrushchev, however, has carefully avoided
any binding public commitments: to take military actions in
the event of an external attack on Cuba. When asked about
his "rqcket threat"” at a press interview on 25 September,
Khrushchev said "You needn't worry....Since Awmerica does

not intend to attack Cuba, this means that there is no danger
whatsoever." There is no evidence of a formal mutual defense
treaty between the USSR and Cuba and it is unlikely that

Moscow would be willing to undertake any commitment of this

g ..
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pature. Khrushchev's interview with Cuban journalists on 22
October sﬁowed his reluctance to bé drawn into too precise

a reiteration or elaboration of his 9 July“statement. In re-
sponse to a request by the Cubans to comment on the "imperial-
ist™ contention that the "rocket threat"” was *purely symbolic,"
Khrushchev said, "] should iike such statements to be really
symbolic, as the enemies of the Cuban re#olution say." He
added that it is "essential that the imperialists' threat of
iptervention" does not materialize so that thére will be no
peed “to fest fhe reality 6f our stateméﬁt céncérning armed
aésié%ince to the Cuban pebple against agg;ession." ‘Ip an
app#rentrefforfAto avoid #ny iméression that he was retreat-

ing from his July étatemenf, Khrushchev assured the Cubaps

Jthat Soviet rockets were ready in case of peed.

The statementé in July were coupled with official attacks on
the validity of the Monroe Doctrine and a significant expan-
sion of Bloc relations with Cuba. For the first time Khru-
shchev also injected the USSR into the iséue of the US naval
base at Guantanamo Bay by charging that a "treaty without 2a
time limit on terms enslaving to a swmall natiom is sheer
iniquity,' and pledging Soviet support for Cuba should

the US undertake "aggres;ive action" against the Castro
regime,‘in reply to any further "legitimate" demand by
Havana. Folluving a V1gOrous US reaffirmation of the Monroce

Doctrine, a TASS statement dismissed it as "long defunct”

and charged the US with using it as a cover to meddle in

T
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Latin American affairs., The Soviet UN delegation also
provided full support for Cuban charges against the US

in the Security Council.

In the past three months the Bloé has further solidified its
position--all Bloc countries except Albania, Outer Mongolia,
and East Germany have now established formal diplomatic re-
lations and most of these have signed economic agreements
with Cuba. The USSR and some other members of the Bloc have
apparently gone to considerable lengths to grant Cuban eco-
nomic requireﬁents top priority. They have also continued
to reaffirm their support for Castro through public statements
and extensive propaganda agitation.

Moscow's support of the Castro regime and its exploitation
of tense Cuban-American relations is part of its larger and
more extensive effort to isolate the US. Cuban complaints
against the US in the UN thus provide the ideal vehicle

for advancing Moscow's own objectives and provide Soviet
charges with greater credibility and non-Bloc support.,

The existence of an openly anti-US regime in Latin America
provides the USSR with some documentation for its claim

that US power and influence is declining. The close
relationship between the Bloc and the Castro government

also serves to demonstrate the Communist claim that the
Monroe Doctrine is invalid and that, as Togliatti put it,
"no international problem can be treated without taking into

account the existence of the socialist nations. Cuba, the

-
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Congo....are all problems that must be examined and resolved
in light of this new balance of power."

The bloc's immediate aim appears to be exploitation of the
situation to discredit US policy and arouse neutralist
sentiment against the US in the UN. There is ample evidence
that Moscow hopes to encourage neutralist action by foster-
ing the impression that a US invasion of Cuba could be
imminent and that the USSR might intervene. As early as.
July, when the US reduced the Cuban sugar quota, the USSR
began to put pressure on neutralist states for support of
Cuba by drawing parallels with the Suez crisis. More re-
cently, both the Bloc and Cuba have carried on an extensive
psychplogical warfare campaign claiming that US attack

has for the time being been forestalled through Soviet
warnings and Cuba's increasing preparedness.

Cuba provides a better base nf operations for subversion

and propaganda thrbﬁghout Latin America than the Soviets have
ever had., They will probably avoid seeking an open Communist
seizure of power in Cuba or elsewhere. A strongly anti-
Awmerican and pro-Soviet but not avowedly Communist regime
like Castro's serves their purpose far better; it gives

a native color to Communist agitation and limits the risk

of a hemisphere-wide reaction against outside Communist
intervention. At the present stage, the main Soviet aim will
be to help the Castroist movement and its imitators tbhrough-

out Latin America to win a mass following, primarily in
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order to pressure governments toward anti-US stands'. The
Soviet leaders realize that, because of the history of the
inter-American system and past US preeminence in diplomatic,

economic, and military affairs, setbacks for the US in Latin

America will be doubly: injurious to the US world position.
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ANNEX 5

Dates of Diplomatic Recognition of thhs Castro Regime by Selected Countries

United States —————- January 7, 1959
Belgium ————cmeeeom January 7, 1959
France —=————e———ee—-r January 7, 1959
Canada ——=—=e———eaue— January 8, 1959
United Kingdom ————- January 7, 1959 N
USSR —————mmmme e e January 10, 1959
Czechoslovakia —-———- May 17, 1960x

Poland ——--—mmmo— June 15, 1960%

North Korea —————=—-- August 29, 1960%

Communist China--~--- September 2§, 1960*
Bulgaria -—————=————~ October 8, 1960%*

Rumania —--——=——=—=——- October 26, 1960%

The dates given are those on which the respective Bloc countries announcec
their intention to establish diplomatic relations with Cuba.




