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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJICT: Is Time on Cur Side {n Cuba -

. We continue to believe that Castro'e position in Cubda fs
likely to grow stroager rather than weaksr gs time goes on.  This
lesae was the principal concern of SNIX 85-3-60, “'Proepects of the
Castro Regime,” 8 Decamber 1950, Information received since then,
notebly two long Embassy dispatches directly bearing on the subject,

tends to confirm this view,

2. In brief, our basic conclusfon is that while Castro will
probably continue to lose popular eappart, this loss is likely to be
rmore than counterbslanced by the regime's Increseingly effective
controls over dzily life in Cuba and by the increasing effectiveness
of ite security forces for maiataining control. While the regime's
enemies are growing in numbere, no ons group or tamnbination of
them ceems well enough organized or sufficiently strong to ;{fer a
serious threat to Castro'e guthority. We believe that economic &if-

{{culties will not become great enough to jeopardize the regime's

positlon -- it appezare that thie year's gugar crop will be of normal
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size -- aod that in any event the Sino-Soviet Bloc can be depended

on to provide a level of assistance sufficient to ball Castro out of

any serious cconomic difficulties.

3. There is 2 greater disposition among Latin American gov-
ernments to take some action on the Cuba problem than was apparent
in early December, but this has ﬁot affected the internal situation of
the Castro regime.
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