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Ine lioscow "Free Gemaany" liovememt.

Cn 21st July the hoscow radio broadcast the ¥anifesto of
tre "Free Gennany Nationzl Committee" tc the German irmy and German
1 is manifesto vas reprinted in "Pravda® from the Gercan

S
vaper "rree Gernrany” and appears in the "Dzily Digest of world
Broadcasis” Tor 2lst and 22nd Juiy, 1945. From press reports I
undersiand that its publication has caused considereble discussion

at home. Jor this reason I thought it necessary to make an examin-
the cdocument and to find out, if vossible, the representeiive
and bona fide quality of the document._

P Similar documents have apvearcd before. If you will recall,
the femcus Rhineland Conference of the United Front group in Germany
appeared in the Hew York "Daily orker™ last winter. I ccmmented

on this fram Hew York., The pattern of the manifesto is very similar
to the pattern of that one. The Sccialists in London consider the
manifesto to be guite a reactionary one and to advocate reactionary
policies, and they look at it as another "Popular Front of the
Reaction”. This description is given to the manifesto because of

the provisicns therein for the restoration of property which has been
looted by the ilazis.

The interesting thing about the document iz the type of people
who have signed it. I em enclosing for your information the list of
those who sizned the document. If you will look at this list you will
see that it contains two types of people. The first group 'are obvious
nilitary prisoners, and the second is made up of mmerous individuals
who are refugees in Russia. 411 of those names, down to the neme of
~nton fckernsenn, are uninown to (aay of the Gemen Socialists or Cammun-
ists in London (iuerbach gave me this ini-'omatioz}j_‘. Thnis is with one
exception - ihe nzme of Heinrich Count von Zinsiedl. Although he is
not mowvn to any of the Londeon Cammunists, a blography of him was
published in "The German iAmerican” recently In Iew York. Jmong the @
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(3, ':ICm'ingEo-:nﬂe is o Camunist reassant leader in Germany, and
Is described as & ver able and briilisnd man with a subs
follewing anong the left wing reccants. awerbach describes him as “a

e
.
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Camronist with rest breinst.

(&} Wiitheld Pieck is iic Secretary of the Geman Cozmnist Party.
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(5, Gustav:Sobotka, described as a leader of the liners Trade
Unicn and a devuty from the Ruhr, is described by Auerbach as a nan of
extrencly bad reputation and he is accused of having betrayed certain
Germa:n wer:zers tc the Gestapo.

(6 walter Ulbricht is described as another very bad man who

wrote an article during the Pact period threatening tc expose nmembers
of the anti-Nazi underground if they déid not stop their opposition te

o

12 Russlan-Gernain Pact.
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(7} Anton ickermann is a local irade union leader of the textile
workers, and is without influence netionally in Germany.

{8) Jochannes Becher, described as a writer fram lunich, is perhaps
Germzny's most excellent lyric poet and is very well kmown and highly
regarded in Germany.

(9) Fried.m’.c‘:l Wolf is the best and most well-knmown of the German
drematists from 1925 to 1932. Both he and Becher are intellectuals of
extremely high standard and great influence.

(20) winli émdel is another poet., but ne is more important as a
ropaganda novelist who hes tried fo imitate Upton Sincleir, but has
ailed.

) Erich Feinert, the Chejirmen of the "Free Germany" Camittee,
r and & t. He is fairly well-knowm but not highly respected,
o as cre who just fills up spece in Cammunist
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2ne reason Jor thie mablication ¢f the panifesto wes to accam-

nressure on the Poles.

was he russien way of expressing Hussian fury about AMCOT.
feax military govertrazent of the Allies in Germany.

Londen German Camunists are atvemuting to set up what they

= sub-ceryn *'v' tec of this loscow Cammitiee. They will seek

all left wing German refugees in London. 3Because the

-

(&)
onsider the ranifesto to be reactionary, they will refuse to

Zhis brings us to tne guestion of English opinion zbout the lioscow

esto. The Londo'm "Pimes" wublished the manifesto in almost camplete
n u\ll:’ 22w

zost «.eresulng exposition of British opinion about the menifesto

There was not very smch editorial comment about it.

found in Vynsittart's letter tco the "Times" publisned on July 27th.
is was expected,
for the reason that he Teels that there is no substantial body of people
Germany who ere in ovposition to Hitler and who can be relied upon to
any effective job in getting rid of him. Caments in the British press,

asic nremises
follo—.':ers of ¥

Vansittart would not take the manifesto very sericusly

eneral, nave bPeen in line viith Vansittart's point of view, and they
10t nlace the sane serlou.snesq on the manifesto that same of eur tie
mericen vapers do. \:&a I wrote you in my repert on the Labor Party Con~
and the discussion on x’ar51tud*1sn at that ..:me_,’,"{he argunens
Vansittartisn here has been largely one of whether or not the German
Lo blame for the Hitler regime. Tnis has led tne discussion
inte sane very interestiig irrelevancies. Vansittart himself has been
rv's-;ucted and ::isunderstood to & point beyond recognition. Actually his

~ave nardly been discussed at all. The most fervent

nsittart are somevhnat divided bvetween the exterminationists

zn. the vivesectionisis, and his most fervent ovponenis are a mixture of
seni-pacifists and peonle vwhe are efrsid of boobing the German cities.
Cbvicusly, therefore, it is difficult to mske any sense out of the argunent.
The intellisent enemies of Vynsittartism, who have really samething to say
or in2 -uesiion hove teen, in the main, inerticulate. These reople have

pelel desire to te at z1) soft on the Germans, and do not wish to let up for
cne mament on the bombing activities or on ihe ver effort. They do. however,
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Sir, - Iz lecd theb in you leswe of Judy &4
you queted the "Hew Yori: lerald Tribweo™ o.. tic
zanifesto issued in Russia by the se-cilled
THationzl Cariitiee of Free Sermuny™. The
“Hercld Tribune” rightly points out that such
todies proliferatc cverywhere - inciuding the
United States. While no particuler weight can

De attsched tc their standing, suspicion fre-
Jquently ettaches to their objectives. This new
tody is no exception. -

It wey save subseguent trouble if Y point
cut that there are polnts i:: the vrogremme of
this perticulor body which magy of us here will
in o circimstences whitever accept - for example.
the impudent "pramise” otf' an amnesty to those of
Hitler's adherents vho desert him aftter more then
10 years of atrocity. This "National Committee”
is of course ncthing of the kind: 4t is pebulous
and unrepresentetive - indeed fivtive. The
"Lerald Tribune” terms such bodies %"a dime a
dozen", and in this case we need not dispute the
defimition. I shall therefore not follow the
"herald Tribune™ in the zssumption that these
advertised nonentities ere "a manifestation of
Russien foreign policy”. I think better of Russien
foreign palicy.

Allowing for differences inlatitude, I om
no rore disposed to take a manifesto for & mamifes-
tation than ir the case of similsxr activities in
the United Stetes or lais country.

Yours, &cC., VANSITTART .

Denhan Plece, Denher, Bucks, July 24 "




