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The two leaders of the US Arab-American cormunity who recently
vis{ited Lebanon and Syria in an effort to secure the release of
‘the US hostages, met with representatives of the National
Security Council, the Department of State, and the Rostage
Location Task Force on 19 Decetber. The two Arab-Americans
conceded they were disappoin@ﬁ the results of their trip and

could not verify that they evé%-'nust with representatives of the
captors, despite their publicitlaims to have done so.

N

- L

Attachment:
Report As Stated




M\
f..D '
~
2
w. N w_?w ] 2..?
1At T3S AL LS %0
BN
Q
o
§
B o
43 2
m&
ol
5 8 O B
cefifls 6
Y] o = O
FLE TR
.U._......_.._.__
o
A
R




!

Director of Central Intelligence

S
T
NS

SPECIAL ACCESS REQUIRFD




g . ? 3 .
/ I
) )
( )




b1

- ——————— s

-t .. L S
_— o S
AUB President Plirpton stated that letters writt Jacobsen ... | LT 7

since he was taken hostage have been pushed irde 2 S dDL0f - s STRT
Nasrallah's private residence for passage todi : s s !
Gl ol tale of ol 3 -

Father Jenco has described Achmed Nasrallah=gs™a = enployee
of Jacobsen who somehow was involved with the kidnapers.® (s NF
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Arab-American Leaders Contacts Disabadmting —_—

Two leaders of the US Arab-Amer community have returned to the
United States after a fruitless two—weER trip to Damascus and Belrut to
seek the release of the US hostaqes'%fp:ﬂ banon. They claim to have made
contact with the kidnapers, but acknowledge that those contacts were
"insubstantial®., (U) REC

Vice President of the National : Islamic Affairs, acknowledged
they had no proof that those with whaisthey spoke were authentic
representatives of tha hostage holders¥ They also admitted they had been
overly cptimistic about thelr chances of obtaining the release of US
hostages at the outset of their trip. (S N NC CC (

The US Embassy in Damascus has reported that official Syrian reaction
to the visit by Dr. Mehdi and Mr. Shaheen was publicly correct but

=)a

privately reluctant. Dr. Ahlmad Saker at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that the Syrians "had" to give Mehdl some press play, given his
position in the United States and his stand on reglonal issues.
Nevertheless, Foreign Minister Farug al-Shara made it clear to all his
ministry officials that Mehdi and Shaheen were not "welcome visitors®.
<)

Members of the Department of State, the National Securiﬂ-";}Co';fncil,
and the Hostage Location Task Force met with Mehdi and Shahé‘ex*'dn?gs
December 1986 to discuss thelr trip. Principal points thatgemerged from
that meeting were as follows: : %

3 Sl
—  Mehdi and Shaheen met personally with a man in Dina us thaty
presented himself as'a representative of the ho"s‘t'a"?'ggs%p_tofs;' He
provided no bona fides, but Mehdi obtained thedmp ot
the man's knowledge of the situation that he &
claimed to be. while he was in Belrut, Mehd®a
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telephone twice to an alleged representativggo
captors--probably the same man that visited
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= Mehdi characterized the captors as stubborn, independent, self
rightecus, and parancid. HKe believed they operated in small
groups of about 10 or 15. Consequently, they have been able to
maintain tight security, according to Dr. Mehdi, "not like the
- - PLO.*

= EHe sees the captors as spiritually but not politically related tof|
Iran. Be doubts that Iran_ issues direct orders to them. He ".
corpared the situation to t¥esVatican's influence with American
. Roman Catholics. =

= Mebdi reported the captor
broadly political, center{

world and Israel. He said;t
but it was his impression:

=  The captor representative sdid hostages were all in good '
health. _ B%%M

= Mehd{ was not treated well by the Beirut press. He said a
picture was published of him beside Israeli Meir Kahane, with
wvhom he had had a debate, According to Mehdi, the caption
attempted to connect him with the controversial Israell political
figure, asking, "What is this man doing here?"

= khile in Beirut, Mehdi met with the wives of three US hostages:
Mrs. Reed, Mrs. Cicippio, and Mrs. Sutherland. None of them had
any news of their husbands.

= Mebdi stated that the fact that Reed and Cicippio are Muslim has
little significance to the hostage captors. They see the two

hostages as Americans, not Muslims. £fr A
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= Mehdi met with Shayhk Fadlallah while in Beirut.{;éPadlana
offered little hope about the hostages, althougb‘—ﬁ?féu‘ége'sﬁed
that some altruistic gesture on the part of th%gé_f'dight Pel
helpful, for example, feeding the Shia poor 1rg§ou?ﬂ Lebanon,
J

The phrase "Marshall Plan" ard figure of "$12 Ii'tfoni-;w'as used,

-E:L.’;:‘rvﬁ k
= Mebdi said that as long as US policy prohibits ta Ritg” ;ff_@e
hostage captors, there is no hope. When De%r':éoent of Statej'?}i

e’
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Tepresentatives pointed out that that was 5 policy, v
we were in fact anxious to talk to the hostage captors--though
would not be willing to make concessions or PaY ransom--Mehdi
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showed surprise. Ee indicated he would attempt to convey this Sf
willingness of the US Government to talk to the captors. Overall, -
neither Mehdl or Shaheen appear to have had any influence on _the captors

of the American hostages, and we doubt that anything useful will come /- o
from this initiative. (S@ M T A Q,—:3>

Iranians Allegedly Withhold Buckley Confession

An article (see Annex 1 for complete text) published on 10 December
1986 in the Kuwaiti Arabic language newspaperl Al Qahas, alleges that N
President Reagan has requested theclranian Government to withhold release -
_ of a "confession® by US hostage winﬁgsuckley and that Tehran had
agreed. The Al Qabas article alsos that Buckley had died in “early
summer® 1985. {9) &

The "confession,” presumably o '_fhed while Buckley was being held
hostage by a Hizballah element in EaRanon, was described as a 40 page
written statement allegedly providingidetails about CIA activities in
Lebanon and other Arab countrlies. rticle also reported that
Buckley's captors had recorded hisiac: sions on a television tape. (U)

Iranian officials who were in Gonfact with the United States in the
fallof 1985 claimed that the Iranian Government had in its possession a
copy of Buckley's confession. The date given by Al Qabas of Buckley's. ﬁ
death is approximately correct. CB'ased on the debriefimgs of Jenco and. STR
Jacobsan. = believe Buckley died on 3 June 1985. (S NE NC j

(&3)

Da'wa Party Reported to be Separate Organization from Hizballah

L. N

_Jee believe the EENA PG VASTEA
absorbed into the Rizballah in Januaty 1983, The Dalwi.clique withinithe
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Hizballah includes Hajj Imad Mughniyah, Hizballah's Beirut Security

Chief, wham we Suspect of being a charge of those holding the US hostages
in Lebanon. L_ -

L1 b3
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Prench efforts to normalize re
goverrment appears resigned to a poridy
issue. The Iranians may, however B2
hostage--perhass before Christras 3T
make further concessions. (C NE) RERT

L

with Iran continue, but the .
& of stalemate on the hostage
$T0 secure the release of a
effort to persuade the French to
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The ruling Israeli triumvirate--Prine Minister Sham.ir,’j_\)f'd‘gfg}:émier
Peres, and Defense Minister Rabin--have all publicly jusagfgg @'@_tives
for the Iran arms shipments. Rabin told two US Senatorsiho visitedy
Israel earlier this month that he agrees with the policy'fgv,gtradfr‘ﬁ‘fim.s
for hostages. Israeli leaders' objectives on future ass stince wold';
rerain mxch the same as they have been to assist the UItEdT8fArEayand:
possibly therety gain the release of Israeli hostages‘__,_' ‘15%6’8;;33{@
There are fron two to seven Israelis-—captured since£1982¢1n fightimiéﬁ
Lebanon--held Syrian-allied radical pa an groups—':’_’ﬁgétr
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Rabin told_ ‘5577r73

the US Ambassador in Tel Aviv this week that his recent corments on this
issue were misrepresented by the press, and that he had intended to leave
open the question of whether Israel might carry out such attacks.
Responding to US concerns, the Defense Minister said he would try to
clarify the issue publicly. (S NF) ; -
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Annex 1 =

Test of Al Qabas Article, 10 December 1986,
Regarding William Buckley

Knowledgeable Western sources revealed to Al Qabas an important
secret related to the American-Iranian operation which is that President -
Reagan has appealed to the Itmi@\cim not to publish or broadcast
the admissions of william Buckley, ector of the CIA network in Lebanon
who was kidnaped by the "Islanic | " in 1984 and whose death was
announced in winter 1985,

These sources also disclosed ':théti’Reagan's administration has carried
out several secret attempts to salv Buckley in different ways and
means during the periocd he was h pnostage, which extended for more than
a year, for fear that he might "’Gl,g-- secrets on the CIA
activities in Lebanon and the regio

These sources said that shor er the abduction of Buckley in
March 1984 in Beirut, the Director of CIA William Casey sent a special
envoy from the agency to Beirut to collaborate with some lLebanese parties
in order to know where he is held and try to save him at any price.

The reason for this i{s that Buckley was not only the political
advisor of the American Embassy in Beirut but he was also actually the
first official in charge of the CIA activities in Beirut and he had been
working with this agency since a long time and he knew many sectets.

Only a limited number of people in Lebanon knew the reality and role
of Buckley, the sources said.

Casey did his swift move to save Buckley before the latter started,
during investigation with him, adnitting his activities and: act.ivities of
the CIA in Lebanon and other countries in the Middle East;f")"'“ zding to
the sources. But this first atterpt falled as Casey and: tﬁ
parties cooperating with him could not save Buckley. ,.s

The knowledgeable sources told Al-Qabas that Reagail's {stra
had carried out a second attempt when it delegated secre ﬁ%}_t%’ﬁ;e_é{i{ﬁ‘

Colonel Oliver North whose mission was to pay a bio&:{% oYX
exceeding USD one million to save Buckley, but aga _ attarpt“-;failed
due to significance of Buckley and his role. _&‘ﬁ i BT

OUDDOI o6

. L

R




| Lf?

Reagan's acdministration had also sought the help of some Arab parties
but to no avail, then {t sent an envoy to seek the help of Israel.

The Israell Prime Minister Perez had personally interfered in this
question upon the request of Shultz and after consulting with his aides,.
he advised Reagan's adninistration to contact with the Iranian officials
as they could secure Buckley's release. The American-Iranian contact was
carried out consequent upon which 500 TOW anti-tank missiles were sent to
Iran as a price for releasing Buckley. The missileg arrived in Tehran in

. September 1985, yet Buckley was not released but rather Reverend Benjamin
Welr.
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S

Then "Islamic Jihag" announced '-'jf';)".actober 1985 that it had executed
Buckley being Director of the Cmiin.',l,e_banon.

After the announcement, the A:Ee:—’i"ca‘n officials received detailed

information of great significance‘on Buckley revealing the following
major questions: o |

<

1. The Buckley gave detailed
activity and the activiti  Of
countries and that his ca [girecorded his adnissions or a great

part of them by his voice ard picture in a television tape, The
Buckley's written admission came in 40 pages,

wr_iﬂi:’en admissions on his role ard
shf<the CIA in Lebanon and other Arah

Prior to his going tq Lebanon, Buckley was in charge of the
American intelligence network in Egypt during Sadat's era ard he
Played a major role in bolstering the security cooperation
be tween Washington ard Egypt. Therefore, he knows much about the
situation in Egypt and the Egyptian-Israeli relations,

2. Those who carried out the investigations with Buckley are
experienced in this line and not amateurs,

3. Buckley actually died in early summer 1985, not in:October 1985.
©  There is likelihood that he spent a period of time nran.

—

Z - X 1S BaThe
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to cut the bridges of contact and dialogue between £o 3

In the opinion of the sources, the publishing of» e adnissions will
indicate a setback in the American-Iranian relations.
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