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Pamilies of Hostages

Representatives of the hostag F£:milies, including the two sicters of
pather Jenco, Rose Kilburn, PeggyfSay, 2nd Eric and Pau) Jacobson will be
in Washington on Sunday, 16 Marchjpl986. They wi1ll participate in a
church service and a candlelight gigil, and on Konday meet with State,
NSC, and BLTF representatives at be Department of State.
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See Appex={. for ? complete update on the French hostage situation.
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Risk of Additional Bostages

Israel's continued detention of Lebanese Shia prisoners from South
Lebanon substantially increases the likelihood of Shiite terrorist
retaliation. The Israelis' recent sweep of South Lebanon folloving
Bizballah's seizure in Pebruvary of two IDF soldiers, resulted in at least
80 shia being seized. Those shis hostages have been beld at the Xhiyam
prison which is overseen by the IDP. According to recent press reports,
some of these prisoners may have been moved to Israel for questioning.
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Israel's latest operation in outh Lebanon was originally intended to
secure the release of the two captured IDF soldiers
Jaicongh-TIsrael provably intends to exchange

Lt come or all of the Shia detainee Aforithe two.Israeli soldiers, 8
gituvation similar to oase in May 4pd’ Jone 1985 has erperged between Israel
and the Shia of South Lebanon. tithat time, Israel bad withdrawn most
of its forces from South Lebanon but still beld several hundred Shia
detainees. On 14 June, 2 group of Shia tetrorists hijacked TWA Plight
847 in an effort to force the israelis to release their coreligionists.
Unless Israel releases the Shia detainees 6000, regardless of whether
they are held ins1de lsrasel, a gIoup of terrorists may vell try to gain
their release through hi1jackings, kidnapings, of executions.
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ANNEX 1

Update on Prench Hostages

The claim last week by Islamic Jihad that it had killed one of the
four French hostages seized in the spring of 1985 and the further
kidnaping of four Prench television crewmen 1in Beirut on 8 Matrch appears
to, have .sovn panic in the French government. French press reports have
made it‘clear to the Prench public that the government has been trying to
negot\ate the hostages' release, and the death of Michel Seurat--which
hag yet to be confirmed--vould be a blow to the goveroment's i{mage, The
nev kidnap\ngs haVe raxsed the speccer of wholesale attacks on Frenchmen

Paris, before the election, [
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(}3\(}\ “Irhe television crew captured last week 18 probably
being held by the Bizballah, but not necessarily the same faction led by
Imad Mughniyah that holds the other Freoch hostages.

Publicly, Prench officials have condemned the terrorist actions and
stoutly denounced them as a transparent attempt to blackmail France,
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The Islamié J{had, a cover name used by Hizballah elements, issued a
statement to the press on Thursday asserting that, °We have not met and
vill not meet with any.official or unofficiel envoy unless we have 2
declared, open acceptance of our demands.® The kidnapers included a
videotape of the two diplomats and 2 journalist who were kidnaped with
Seurat last year and asserted that this was their last warning to FPrance
to neet\their demands. Heanwhile the Kuwaiti press alleges that the
kidnapers of the‘ﬁréncﬁ television crew have been rounded up by Lebanese
suthorities, butiwe cannot confirm this claim.
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YThe US Embassy in Paris has been unable to contact any of the French
officials involved with the hostage crisis;

] “'f‘?ﬁ“
v announced on 12 ﬁa;qp,that Iraq has pardoned the tvo
p 1an Iragis deported by Ftancéfﬁafter Mitterrand interceded with
President Saddam Rusayn, according to press reports.
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In the final snalysis, it is the Bizballah group led by Imao
nughniyah‘..bol‘di'p‘q-_\.the hostages that must be gatisfied, We suspect that
they v&lﬁ?‘)btﬁﬁéﬁ&atﬁﬂied vith any offer that does not at least {nclude
the ifmed stelte eaveiof all five Bakhtiaricides, and even then they
- feject any ll';(:ttruck by Iran and France.
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