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HEYORANDUKM FOR: Vice Admiral John M, Poindexter
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs
FROH: Charles £. Allen
ttational Intelligence Officer fcr Ccunterterrorism
Director, DCI-Fcostage Location Task: Force

SUBJECT: DCI-Hostage Locatican Task Force Repcr:

Attached is my report for the wveek 21-25S April J9E€ on the status cf
US hostages in Lebanon. RKey develcpments this week were:
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SPECIAL ACCESS REQUIRED
Report by the DC] Hostace Locaticn Task force: 21 - 25 Apral 1986

L\American Hostages
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Videztspe =f Alieced Hancing cf British Hcstace Ale: Collett

An HNats

a lesding Arad language newspaper in 3eirut, <n 23 Apr:l
receiveld a 4

£ minute videctape showing vhat an 3cccopanying statenent
alléges te be the hanzing cf British hostaze Alec Czilett, an empleyee of
the United Natlions Werks and Relief 2gency (UNWaRA). Tne tspe showed z2n
inert body cf & man wearing 3 mask cvar his eyes ani his hands tied
behind him, swinging from a nooss. A typed communisue accompsnied the
tape signed by the Revolutionary Organizaticn cf Szilialist Hcs)ims
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tYeench Hostages

The new consztvative government 1s puttiag togethet 8 toughet, note
aggtessive plen to secure the release of its hostsqges, Last week, Fetench
oflicisls wvent public with at least some of their plans, telling
teporters that France intends to make conciliatory gestures toward Iran
in the hope of securing its assiytance {n frecing the French hostages,
The gestutes wvould include tetur ‘of over $1 billion deposited in Ftance
by the Shah for & nuclear reprocf{ssing dea) that has since [sll)en
thtough, and restricting the actjvit{es of Iranian exiles living in
France. The officials claimed, fovchz, that the nev goveramenl wvould
not trade terrorists imprisoned n France for the hostages. MNoreover,
they vould threaten to increase prwe-sales to 1rsg i{ the Itan.ans do nct

cooperate.

A seniot officia) of the provided add.tions)
informat.on on this patter to US Bsbassy officials esrlier this wveek,
The official said that the Fcench had concluded the Syriens had Jittle
influence over the Bixballab organization nolding the hostages, and that

the French would have to deal with Tehran,

According to the
ollicisl, Ptime Minister Chitac has dec.ded he oust nake & strong effott
to f{ree the hostages to strengthen his own wveak political position. 1In
explanation, he stated that Chitac has been in of(ice a short I[

period of time, he has oaly 3 natcov majority in patlisment, and
President Mitterrand is stil) 2 poverful influence, He 2dded that
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In Beirut, the French started on 24 Apri) tc pull out their staff of Es-r/%
teachers --one of the last vestiges of what hac once teen a3 ccnsideratie

French presence in the city. This :s undcutteclly 2 rsve to reduce French
vulnerability to further kxidnap:.ngs, but may alsc inlicate French

intentions to clear the decks befcre pushing forv2rZ with a more militant

policy. .

Sumarn Sccrce Intellizence

has repzrted :S -
ril in the Biga r/q

that™ nun cf E.zballah ters cor
Velley., Ee indicztel th2t they r2y .o the nz2r foiore provide bim with 2
“recent videctsge' cf the ‘three' rrerican hoetzzse,
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Othe: Develcprents

. twz Br.t:sh women whT were seized by )
Hizballah in Novemter 1985 were held in "the Hizballal prison in Bacta®. tn(7
One of the woren's Hizballah captars bcasted that their location wes .

“lere the Twh 547 hostages we:e helc.
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indicating second or third-hand access to the hostage's captors, Roached
mentioned that the H{zballah alsc appirently intends to citculate a
teport on the {nterrogation of Willisnm Buckley which he presumed had
taken place under torture., US Enbassy officials vill stay {n contact

with Rached on any future developments.

zeceived corroboration from the Lebanese Directorate
3 he Basta Prison in Beirut serves as Hl!bllllh'

‘bunese service also reported that Basta serves »s
for the Irenian Embassy., The report also noted
iking Basta Prison would paralyze Rizballah's abllity to operate
:Beirut because [t {s considered a vital facllity.

Y jStated that tvo British women who were seized by
br 1985 were held {n “the Aizballah prison {n Basta®
'onen‘l Hizballah captors boasted that thelr location was
where the TWA 847 hostages were beld. DIA's Counterterrorism Sectfion
wvill attempt to debrief the British women.
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