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ﬂpf 1. This recommendation reads as follows:

Cs 8. Intelligence applications warrant an immedi-
ate program leading to very small artificial satel-
lites in orbits around the earth. Construction: of
large surveillance satellites must wa;%ﬁupoﬁ adequate
solutlons to some extraordinary techniéal problems

in the information gathering and reporting and its A
power of supply, and should wait upon development of
the intercontinental ballistic missile rocket pro-
pulsion system. The ultimate objective of research
and development on the large satellite should be
contlmuous surveillance that is both extensive and
selective and that can give finescale detail suf-
ficient for the identification of objects (airplanes,
trains, buildings) on the ground.

2. Discussion:

ihe psychologicgl

first egrth satellité Hake
plerest to thedntellicence comminit , , -
= even n_sustainine e 1in e n- ohad-Rbasklee Q ne
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United States.,
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4. of launching the
Ldeve LopreHE We-FFecat

' There is an increasing amount of evidence that the
Soviet Union is placine e and more emphasis on the success-
mm%ﬁﬁi“mm
Eiﬁﬁﬁ‘SEptéﬁEér'1954 have indicated a growing scientific effort
recte lard the successiul launching of the first satellite. —

EVIQentally the Soviet Union has concluded that their satellits
program can contribute enough prestige of cold war value or

- knowledge of military value to justify the diversion of the
necessary skills, scarce material and labor from immediate

military production. If the Soviet effort should prove suc-
cessful before a similar United States effort, there is
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no doubt but that their propaganda would capitalize on the
theme of the scientific and industrial superiorlty of the
commnist system.

The _successful launchine g he first _-_: ol
lndoubtedly be an event comparable to the Il cegsiy
Te mmmmmrmmmsﬁ QUL
and will undoubtedly receive comparab e publicity throughout
the world. Public op 2 3 Lod..stats
will be centered on devg;gnmsni. or cen-
tarIes§¢Ientists and laymen have dreamed of exploring outer
space. The first successful penetration of space will prob-
ably be the small satellite vehicle recommended by the
Technical Capabilities Panel. natio irst acc
i i ncalculable prestige an recog=

nition throughout the world.
The United States?! reputation as the scientific and

industrial leader of the world has been of immeasurable value
in competing against Soviet aims in both neutral and allied
states. Since the war the reputation of the United Statest?
scientific community has been sharply challenge& by Soviet
progress and claims., There is 1ittle doubt but that the Soviet
Union would like to surpass ocur scientific and industrial
reputation in order to further her influence over neutralist
states and to shake the confidence of states allied with the
United States. If the Soviet Union's scientists, technicians
and industrialists were apparently to surpass the United
States and first explore outer space, her propaganda machine

sup orlty. i
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If the United States successfully launches the first
satellite, it is most important that this be done with un-
questionable peaceful intent. The Soviet Union will undoubt-
edly attempt to attach hostile motivation to this development
in order to cover her own inability to win this race. To
maximize our cold war gain in prestige and to minimize the
effectiveness of Soviet accusations, the satellite should be
launched in an atmosphere of international good will and
common scientific interest. For this reason the CIA strongly
concurs in the Department of Defensels suggestion that a
civilian agency such as the U.S. National Committee of the IGY
supervise its development and that an effort be made to re-
lease some of the knowledge to the international ‘scientific

commnity,.
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The small scientific vehicle is also a necessary step
in the development of a larger satellite that could possibly
provide early warning information through centinuous elec-.
tronic and photographic surveillance of the USSR. A future
satellite that could directly collect intelligence data would
be of great interest to the intelligence community.

The Department of Defense has consulted with the
Agency, and we are aware of their recommendations, which have

our full concurrence and stron t




