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flights are sponsared by the Air Operations Division, MACCORDS/MSU, and Air
America, as the "carrier®, is obliged by its contractual obligations to carry
whomever its Contracting Agency dictates. It should be noted that the passengers
carried aboard our aireraft are, for the most part, officisl employees of the
United States Govermment, both civilian and military, and/or the Government of
Vietnam, Because of this, positive control is exsrcised in that only properly
documented and sponscred individuals possessing a valid requirement to travel are
manifested as passengers to be carrisd aboard an Air America aircraft and then
only after permission and suthorization is granted by the Air Booking Office of
MACCORDS/MSD Adr Operations Pivision,

In the course of discussions SN ccncerning the control procedures
enployed by Air America Traffic personnel relative to a passenger's pre~flight
processing prior to being allowed to board an Air America aircraft, the following
measures taksn 0 ensure proper identification and control of passengers were
explained; vixz,.t

a., Any passenger, irrespective of nationality, desiring transportation en
an Alr America aircraft must submit a travel request through the office

of his supervisor or department head to the Booking Office, MACCORDS/MSD,
x(noht;:_m;ntm«dqcpriormmuuonwhnhtraulh«dnd.
Form Vi-13). _

b, The travel request is reviewed by the Booking Office which, depending
upon the urgency of the trip and the official station of the individual
making the request, determines the priority status of the traveller and
the flight to be taken.

¢. Upon the destermination reathed in *b®, above, a passenger manifest is
prepared and forwarded to Air America's Traffic Department whiich contains
the passenger's name, identity card nwsber, flight mumber, destination,
ste, Coples of the manifest are provided the National Police and Military
Palice stationed at the main ISK Airport Control Point and to the National
Palice posted at Gate No, 3 (Air America).

d., Upon arrival at the main Control Point, the police compare the individual's
Identity Card mmber with that shown on the passenger manifest; if all is
correct, the passenger is then allowed to proceed to Cate No, 3 (where his
Identity Card is again scrutinised) and thence to0 the Air America Passenger
Terminal to commence his pre-flight cheek-in formalities.

¢. When the passenger arrives at the Air America Traffis Terminal he presents
his Vi=13 Form to the Traffic Agent who compares the information eontained
therein with the individual's ldentity Card and the passenger manifest
prepared by the Booking Office to ensure that all is correct. At this
time the passenger surrenders his VN-13 Form and is issued a mumbered
Condition of Carriage (wvhich also serves as a Boarding Pass), At the same
time the individuals luggage is weighed Baggage Claim tickets are issued
to the passenger.

The luggage is then loaded aboard the aireraft under the supervision of
Air America‘s Traffic and Security persomnnel.



f. Upon the anncuncement of his flight's departure the passenger's doarding
Pass (Condition of Carriage) is inspected at the Departure Gate to confimm
that its mamber appears beside the passenger's name in the passenger
manifest.

The passenger is then escorted by the Traffic Agent and Security Agent to
the aircraft where his Boarding Pass is again inspected before he is
allowed to board the aircraft.,

Just prior to the aircraft leaving the parking ramp, yet another spot

check is made to ensure that all passengers are secounted for and that all
is correct. If a positive determination is reached, the aircraft is then
permitted to depart the area and taxi to the runway assigned for taks off,

Note: The names of Alr America's Traffic and Security personnel who are
charged with the control of passengers were provided to the
Adrport Security Committee by reference (4).

We feel that the procedures followed by the Booking Office of MACCORDS/MSD and

Adr America Traffic and Security personnel provide a positive and effective coatrol
of passengers prior to their being allowed to board an aireraft assigned to any
given flight, Moreover, the official status of passengers and the attendent
gsecurity requirements and investigations conducied prior to their employment all
but prsclude the possiblity that any untoward action will be attespted by an
individual whose travel has been sponsored by his department head and approved by
the Booking Office of Air Operations Division, MACCORDS/M3D,

For the above reasons, then, Air imerica requests that an exception be granted
wherety Air America will be exempted from the requirement of filing a Control log
to the Control Office of the Alrport Security Committee as contained in r:ifirences
(5) and {(6). Please be assured that the measures and procedures now in effect for
the control and inspection of passengers will ramain in force and that Air America
Traffic and Security personnel will exercise dus caution and vigilence to obviate
the possibility of any violation or atteapted contravention of existing laws and
g;egnhtion- enacted and promulgated by competent authority of the Government of
tnam,

Heretofore, Air America Traffic and Security personnel have not searched passengars!
luggage or examined the contents thereof because our personnel possess no legal
right or authority to exercise polise control over our passengers nor has authori-
gzation ever been deputed to them competent authority to exercise such contrel,
Passengers authorized by MACCOILS Booking Office to travel aboard Air Azerica's
aircraft are either official erployees of the United States Government and the
Covernment of Vietnam or are individuals who have received sponsorship for such
travel from agencies of those Govermments. Indeed, in the case of United States
citizen employees of the U.S5. Government who are members of the Diplomatic Corps
possessing immunity against search or seizure of their persons or possessions by
virtue of reciprocal agreenents between the United States Government and the Govern-
ment of Vietnam relative to such matters; and because of the Pentalateral Agreement
of 1950 relative to the status of U.S, Military Personnel and U.5. citizen
employees of the U.S. Government in Vietnam, the persons exsrcising pelice contireol
over this category of passengers are normally members of the U.S. Forces Hilitary
Police, In the case of Vietnamese passengers travelling aboard cur aircraft, both
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official eployees of the GVN and those sponsored by sgencies of the GVY, caly
agents of the Nstional Police or other cospetent and authorised personnel of
other GVH law enforcement agencies have juriadiction over Vistnamess nationals,
In both instences, we fesl that it is inconsonant with our role and status under
our contrect with the United States Govermment to act on behalf of the Goverm~-
ment of Vietnam and exatrceise police powers over either United States citizens
or citizens of the Hepublie of Vistnanm.

It should be noted that the primary purpose of Adr imericats Security Department
is to safeguerd Air America's property and to deter theft and vandalismg its
*jurisdiction® is limited t0 the area assigned to Air America at Tan Son Nt
and only Air Americs employees are subject to its “control*,

For the above reasons, therefors, we requsst that Air America be exsupted from
the regquirement of examining its paseengera' luggage and that a waiver be granted
vhereby its passengers :dll not be required to underge such inspections on Air
America's domestic flights within the Republic because of their official status
as enployees of the United States Government and/or the Government of Vietnam

or by virtue of their asponsor for travel aboard Adr America’s aircraft by
agencies of sasid Governments, be assured that Air America will coatimwe
to comply with the GVN regulations in foree relative to the control and inspestion
of passengers, and their lugzgage, travelling abwoad on any Adr Awerica interna-

Your consideration of our request at your earliest convenience will be appreciated,

Very truly yours
AR ANERICA, Im:
L 3aTNEIEL
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JORQW
Base Manager -~ Saigon
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Adr Operaticn Branch '
American Embassy r.

CURDS PLle -
Attachments: 1., Form Vi=13 U3, Embassy File
2. Condition of Carriage Carono File

3. HNotice concesning Harmful Drugs



