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" of the Barrientos gvolution. The feeling is that the new military
government contsins sble and patriotic men most of whom have had close
contact with US authorities either in Bolivia, Panoma or the US, The
most questionable element is General Rene Barrientos himself,

2, 'Te political tradition of the "Ins and Outs" continues since many
exiled politicians have now returned to Bolivia. Thece individuals form
cliques and are very power hungry. They are for the most part anti-
comunistin and would like to cooperste with the US, probably with the
hope of receiving US AID, Juan Lechin Oquendo's group, PRIN, is still
intact although the arry controlled their activitics effectively during
the &sys preceding the "revolution of restoration", as the Barrientos
maneuver is popularly knuwn,

3. It is hoped that US recognition will not be withheld too long since the
AID program has been suspended as well, pending political clarification.
Recognition of the Junta will remove the opinion held by most PBolivians
thot the dictatorial la Poz government deserved US AID even though using
totalitarfian methods, whilo the Junta vhich presently hes substantial
poptlar support does not qualify. Most of the political groups are
without financial funds and the National Revolutionary Movement (MVR)
is bodly split into factions, Under these conditions a emall emount of
coammunist influence and financing could do a great deal towvards controlling
ony post~Junta govermment,

4§, Labor conditions have improved slightly and, vhile they sre not cxecllent
in tho privote mincs, workable arrangcments can be made, Generally
speaking, labor conditions on the XNorthern Altiplano (1a Pnz to the border)
are poor; south of Oruro (except near Cotavl) they ere fair; in the
cxtreme south and in the arcas east of the Cordillera, they arc fairly good.

5
; S The present climate in Bolivia L6 belicved anti-communistic and the
2 grcat majority of the population hag had a belly N1 of over-influcntial
unfons run or controlled by the Cormmunists. While the political future
1 is unpredictable, therc is no reason for pessimism. Mining elements are
.......... [T11 8]
0-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-X-A-L lnhm.t:-uh-nm
* fisg oM
§-Yea pAA U-Yes

fsrare [ fatar ] Jrawr [ Jae- 1 e

N ORIV NERERDE

IMVTEOLLEN_WIINEY

TN et S edetfien saaffrens ond octiive duly militery perscans] within the
X AR bt Bvioist v malest

Approvad for Release

. Data E;‘AR m}



.
s
-
ROT TYPL ANOYL UINE

w2 -

considering the increase of loratd woney and proapacting is
rccomcncingwm entertaining a multi-million
dollar investment in & plecer tin operation in the Altiplane south of

Oruro. The prescnt high antimony price has rosulted in a flurry of
proopecting, an eral ts in antimony propertlos have been run
out of sight. initiated a plan in this field
through its subsidiory M & T Chemicals, Placer tin posnibilities acroas
the Eolivian-Brazilien border ncar Rondonis, Brazil, nre very good.
working for Comibol, in woriing in the area

as of lovember 1 .

6. No US consultants have entered the picture since the Barrientos revolution
to operate Comibol mines. Its latest costs for fine tin were Us$1,91/1b,
Prospection Jtd does long range prospecting for Comibol under contract,
Its working group contains many ccxpetomt geologists. US investors and
geologiste working for private companies frown on the uge of the ue
taxpoyers' moncy to develop new mines for Comibol end it is the generanl
feeling that this support money could be spent more effectively through
private corporations who are involved in Bolivia,
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