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THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY. EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE.
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AMERICAN BOMBING AND AMERICAN REFUSAL TO RECOGNIZE VIET CONG ARE ~KENy g
CHIEF OBSTACLES TO NEGOTIATIONS _ ‘M?Yas

S ———— |

1.56¢)

1. (sumvary. [ /oI ATIONS ON THE VIETNAM

WAR ARE IMPOSSIBLE WHILE THE BOMBING OF NCRTH VIETNAM conTinues. [RNNNT-e

[ R——

NORTH VIETNAMESE CANNOT OFFER_ CESSATION OF INFILTRATION OF SQUTH VIETNAM IN

.

EXCHANGE FOR CESSATION OF BOMBING AS THAT WOULD STIFLE THEIR ENTIRE EFForT. I

N ANOTHER OBSTACLE TO NEGOTIATIONS IS UNTED STATES FAILURE TO RECOGNIZE THE
5

2 VIET CONG (vC) AS DIRECT PARTNERS IN BARGAINING. |ENENNEEENRENNNNORTH viETNAM
3

2WOULD BE WILLING TO NEGOTIATE IF "THE INDISPENSABLE CONDITIONS" WERE MET, AND
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THAT WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOF’S IS A CONDITION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF PEACE, RATHER THAN A CONDITION FOR OPENING TALKS THE ATTITUDE OF
\-ﬁ-—m——

...'."-

THE VC ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS -IS NOT CLEAR, As THEY DO NOT ALWAYS

o

AGREE WITH HANO!. |HEEN NORTH VIETNAM EXPECTS EVENTUAL AMERICAN

INVASION BUT—THIS WOULD NOT, NECESSARILY DRAW CHINA [NTO THE.

Rvasion BUT INA INTO T 1.5¢c)

W AR. 3.4(b)(1)

’_NOT YET‘ANY DIRECTIVES FROM HANO! ON AMERICAN UNITED

- - e - -

NATIONS DELEGATE ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG'S REQUEST TO U THANT TO BRING ABOUT A

—— - - - e 4o L

CEASE-FIRE AND THIS MIGHT INDICATE A LESSENING OF SKEPTICISM IN HANOI

ettt o =~ e g - ,‘__"

ABOUT UNITED. STATES INTENTIONS )

S S A Yo
2. CONCERNING NORTH

VIETNAM'S REFUSAL TO RESPOND TO UNITED STATES PEACE OVERTURES - , 1.5(¢)
3.4(b)(1)

T

_BE IMPOSSIBLE TO AGREE, TO NEGOTIATE WHILE THE BONBING OF NORTH VIETNAM

CONTINUES. —_N_ORTH VIETNAMESE DO NOT AGREE THAT ANY CESSATION

OF AMERICAN BOMBING SHOULD BE MET BY AN EQUIVALENT EFFORT ON THEIR PART . THEY

CONSIDER THE BONBINGS AS BEING WITHOUT ANY GENUINE EQUIVALENT ON THEIR :SIDE.

- - pmm— ey

IN THEIR vu:w THE sueessnon THAT THEY SHOULD CEASE TO.INFI LTRATE SuTH VIETNAM e
N EXCHANGE FOR A CESSATION OF THE BOMBING wouu: MEAN THAT THEY WOULD BE o

‘-—( - -

STIFL‘I NG THEIR ENTIRE EFFORT, WHI LE TI’IE AVERICANS WOULD CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN
THEIR -LAND WAR INTACT. - - w23 il

3. | THE, cru EF, OBSTACLE .TO NEGQTJATIONS, . 1E THE Bomames 1.5(¢)
s - , 3.40)(1) .
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ARE STOPPED, 1S UNITED STATES FAILURE TO RECOGNIZE THE VCAS™ . -
A DIRECT PARTNER IN THE BARGAINING. —
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DEMAND FOR A WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS AS R éiffiim
ONE OF THEIR BASIC FOUR POINTS IS NOT MEANT. TO BE A CONDITION FOR THE
OPENING OF PEACE TALKS, ‘BUT A CONDITION FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE.
A STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN INTENT TO WITHORAW 1TS FORCES AFTER AN
ACCORD ON PEACE TERMS WOULD SUFFICE. “THE MODALITIES OF THE W!THORAWAL D)
CAN BE WORKED OUT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. :
y. —THERE ARE THREE DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW
ABOUT THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS: (A) PEKING IS TOTALLY OPPOSED TO THEM.
I'T SUITS THE CHINESE TO HAVE THE WAR CONTINUE, INVOLVING THE-UNITED 1500

STATES WHILE CHINA IS UNTOUCHED; (B) HANOI WOULD BE READY TO NEGOTIATE IF WHAT  3.4(bX1)
IT CONSIDERS TO BE THE INDISPENSABLE CONDITIONS ARE MET; (C) WHAT THE VC

WANT IS NOT CLEAR. THEY ARE FIGHTING MEN AND DO NOT ALWAYS SEE EYE-TO-EYE

wiTH HANO! . JHEEENENENNEENN NORTH VI ETNAMESE ABILITY TO CONTROL THE VC N

M v TED, AND-_L’HU MUST BE REPRESENTED IN ANY PEACE

NEGOTIATIONS.

—_Pw TO WHETHER THE ESCALATION OF THE WAR

2> e e = o . Mmoo g e

MEANS AMERICAN INVASION OF NORTH VIETNAM anH VIETNAM - F

BELIEVES AN AMERICAN INVASION:MUST BE ANTICIPATED SOONER OR-LATER AND 1.5(c)

, 3.4(b)(1)
ts PREPARING FOR 1T, |ENENEMMEMENNRNENN 7S | NVASION WOULD NOT NECESSARILY
DRAW CHINA INTO THE CONFLICT, ALTHOUGH "OBVIOUSLY AN
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AMERICAN INVASION OF NORTH VIETNAM WOULD | NCREASE THE THREAT TO
CHINA, AND THE ENTRY OF CHINESE 'VOLUNTEERS' WOULD BE INCREASED.
W-orc W cAn prevent THis. R - o-c 1S FOR
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, EVEN FROMJIELFRIENDS." _'FOR SOME
- ’ 1.5¢e)

sort oF NeuTRALIZATION oF NorTH viETNaM, suT Moo not BeLiEvE 3.4(b)(1)
IN THE *DOMINO THEORY', THAT CHINA WOULD ATTEMPT TO TAKE OVER ALL
oF asia 1F-THE viETnaM WAR Enps wiTH THE AMERICANs™ Leavin. T oo

NOT BRING UP THE SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT.

¢. TN /s 70 THE TIMING OF reunt FLcaTon, T
T |

MERRRNRNN /L THOUGH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM INTENDED TO BE REUNITED, , ;_-ig;m

T WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE IMMEDIATELY--"NOT BEFORE THE AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL

- o v

ELECTIONS OF 1968 "

9. -IANOI 'S REACTION-TO UNITED NATIONS DELEGATE

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG'S REQUEST TO UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL-U THANT

| _ | . 1.5
ON 19 DECEMBER TO BRING ABOUT A chSE-FlRE,-ANOI HAD NOT YET 3.4(&(1)

TAKEN. ANY OFFICIAL POSITION AND THererore JENSNEEN o7 M ANv DIRECTIVES

YET. R T S MiGHT INDICATE LESS SKEPTICISM IN HANOI ABOUT

3 UNITED STATES INT ENTIONS THAN THERE HAD BEEN LAST YEAR WHEN UNITED STATES

v AI'BASSADORS WERE DISPATCHED ON "PEACE MISSIONS" TO VARIOUS PARTS OF THE

WORLD. _mz GOLDBERG OVERTURE CAME AT THE SAME

TIME AS THE ARRIVAL OF UNITED STATES REINFORCEMENTS AND THE CONTINUED 1.5

BOMBING OF NORTH VIETNAM, WHICH MADE IT DIFFICULT TO TAKE 1T SERIOUSLY. 34b)t)
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R 1= Rt TERATION OF THE AMERICAN "1k POINTS”
CONTINUES TO PUT CONDITIONS THAT ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO HANO!.
8. I 5 TO NORTH VIETNAM'S ABILITY TO
RESIST A LENGTHY WAR -"ws ARE USED TO WAR. WE HAVE HAD A
QUARTER CENTURY. OF IT NOW, AND WE ARE HARDENED. IT WILL TAKE A MILLION
AMERICAN SOLDIERS TO APPROACH ANYTHING LIKE A REAL.VICTORY, AND EVEN 13:&((?)(1)
THOUGH SUCH A FORCE MIGHT BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN A RELATIVELY EFFECTIVE b
MI LI TARY OCCUPATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM, RESISTANCE WOULD GO ON
rnoer (i TeLy. " SR THE WAR WAS ESSENTIALLY AN AMERICAN WAR,
AS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CANNOT BE COUNTED ON FOR EFFECTIVE FIGHTING.
5. I
NO PERMANENT VC OFFICE WILL BE OPENED IN PARIS, AS THE FRENCH
GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN NO INDICATION |T WOULD WELCOME SUCH A 1.5¢te)

| 3.4()(1)
representaTioN. NN T+ERE ARE NO

AUTHENTIC VC REPRESENTATIVES NOW IN PARIS.
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