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1 The leadere of the univeraity student demonatration on 23 July 1959

2

in Leon, during which four students and two bystanders were killed
and 3l students wounded by troope of the Ouardia Nacional (oN)
garrison in Leon, were: Jose Oswaldo MAJIRIZ, Denis MARTINEZ Calessa,
Fernanda CORDILLO Cetvantes, Ruben RUITRACO, and Danilo MORATAN, all
atudenta, 1 Noel GUERRFRO Bentiago, Comwunist leader in Corinto, was
identified as & spectator at the scene; just befors the troops opened
fire on the crowd he was observed talking to Ma jor Anastasio ORTIZ,
commander of the h‘oope.e

The studenta parade was ataged on 23 July in celebration of the traditional
initiation of fivatagrar atudenta (pelones), As the atwlent procsnsinn
approsched an interaection one hlock Trom the (N Neadquarters tiey wers
prevented from entering the square by a platoon of ON troopa drawn up

in three ranke across the full width of the streat, Major ORTIZ warned
the studenta to fall bsck and stay olear of the central aquare, The
stidents, egged on by the veiges of spectators who had gathered on the
aidewalka to watch the Procession, began to chant slogsna in uniron,

aome of which were insulting to the Nicareguan Oovernment and Lhe

SONOZA family, The atudents leading the parade wers oarrying the
national flag and the university colors, No other banne~s or placarde
»are seen in the crowmd, and none of the students or apectators wers
carrying sidearms or bomba, After the arrest of several students who
appeared to be inciting the oerowd, the body cf students became more
hostile and threatened not to yield until the ON commander released

the atudent rrisoners. While MADRIZ, acting as the student leader,

was negotiating with ON officers for the release of those students who
had been removed from the sgcene and put under guard inaide 0% Headquarters,
the taunts and chanting of the crowd grew louder and angrier, At this
moment the troops discharged a volley of tear gas to disperse them,

As the demonatrators fell back to eacape the cloud of tear gas some

of the troops fell to a prone position in the street and opened fire

on Lhe confuaed and retreating mob without having received erders to do
80¢ A8 moon as the firat volley of shots sounded it prompted sowe of

the other troops, who either were startled or confused, to open fire also,
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\ tende A% & POARIL of fYequent haraxswent frow

the letal papmlat state of alert Qmet €9 My 1vEY,

whenr 4 1initwd atate of slegs wne 10bened oA Hhe Gouh Oite o tev dndividual

reldiorn, fesenting the demonatrabtord and haatile aglitaters oho had kept them

ceored \? In barracks on Ch-benr éall duiing the waebgendy, ecaneed the killings
YT that Bight have dewn svolded Mad the gafiisoh been 1iving & hormi
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Sinee the shdoting o €3 Jaly in Leon several ineldents hawe veeurted te
ivcreare tensionr In that citn ™A €F July alfter an woirly eveny mare for
the deceared ptwdents, & group of podnle cdlipoatd 8f workers, unidentifird
residents of Ledn, afd & fvw ptwdenth set fire te tAS heuse of Major ORTIE
in retaliation Dor the *atwdent wasdacte® on 03 iy  Belotbe the fire wae
ertinguished ten adleimdng Buildings wetd dessged, and thers san malicions
lectingy  ATteF this Incident the ON ¢ommafd i Lovh pecelved orders frvom
X Meadquarters in Wandgva 4 arrest the tollewing oidt  Reberte PAMOWRA
Senre, T Suan AL G Mutes 22M0RA, T Carloe RERRIVS,C amd Driel MERDOCIAL
The officer eharped with waking thege artegta made arvangesmerte for traneperting
he (rieerert £ Wanagua withent Boing InTWPmed of the ¢harges made againet
them by the govertment, . Ao, se ndied mipeographed leaflets were
~einted in Leon in the name of the Ositro Bnlvereitario (student governing
By) hich condesn the goverament in Btrong, prevocative language and call en
the pecnie o Five wp ad ki1 the BOMOZAR amd & the death of the martyre,
There leaflets were ¢irtulated frow Mod to hamd sone left in parked
vehieles or deliversd by ccurier mail,y

P

ATtér & preliminary 6 vestigation of the B3 July incident a tireewman
miittary cominttonlO sent to Leon oh Gk Mly o determine the vanse of
the eheoting recommended that Juan Chdar PRADO, ON Oommandant in Leon, be
repinced, ar well ar a1l other of fleors of Ain Comuand who were on duty at
the acane of the ehootingedl On the naxt day the follewing officers were
reifenad of their duties in Leon and were cdered te Managua pending the
final & teome of the investigationt Oolonel Juan (dear PRADO, Major
Anastanie ORTIZ, Lt., Rene PARBAREMA Arevale, and Lt, Jose M. fAaos 8. 32
The other neven cfficers of the Leon eom& are to remain at their poete,
Alro, since the 23 July ineldent the total otrength of the Leon comeand hawm
teen increased to 290 troops, Almced doutle he normal complement,

EERC. Follcwine the eightday mourning peried proclaimed by the Junta wniversitarie

(wniversity board of directors), during which all classes were suspended,
the univwreity failed to open, as originally amncunced. The government,
fearing that ancther student demcnstration say take place on 23 Auguet
Jurt cne month after the shosting incident, 8 wrging Marieno FIALLOS 011,
Rector of the Dniveraity, to postpone reopening the university until 25
Auguat 10 avelid a eoncentration of students in leon on 23 Auguat. Nowever,
FIALIOS 16 inelsting that he be allowed to call the asudents back to Leow
by 13 August and hae threatened to keep the university oclostd until next
yoar wnless the students are allowed 4o return by that date,
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_Dommente

1.  WMADRIZ, NARTINEZ, end NORDILLO ace ieftimt student leadsrs swhn in
the mat, have hesn uned by the Communiste. MADRIZ, who attendnd the
Fighth International Conference of Studente, during Fehruary 1959
in Lim, Pary, sr an officiel representative of tha National Univer-
aity in Leon, aligned himeelf with the leftist, pro<Crmminiet,
student bloce at the conference,

2, OUFRRFRO ia a welloknewn Onweuniat leader in Cortntn whn formerly wen
active in the Mexican Crmeuniat Party, A former jonrnaliat, ANERREAN
cdrrently cmma a butchershop in Gorinto and, together with Joae
Antente TFLLES, almo a Comminist leader im Corinto, 1a metively
engaged in organising and indoctfinating the stevedors=e in that
pwt clty, Howsver, there {s no indication that ha haa been
apleiting stiwdent. unreat or that he deliberately naad the atudente
to roveke the aN,  In faect, he made a statement to the thres.man
investigating commiasion confitwing the fact that Major ORTIZ, to
whom he had apoken Junt before the students mere fired wpon, had
net given any orders to his troops to open fires. OUFSRRFRO was
not arreated,

A, Farlier that aame day the studente had requeatel parmission to hold
the parade and, ¢oapite the atate of atege, atill in affact, had heen
rrented rermiasion to hold it, on condition that they nnt march
within twe blocke of the ON Headquartera, located on the northweat.
aide of the aquare,

he Two rrevious atudent demonatrations during July reanltsd in minor
clashea with the ON, One was held on 2 July in leon in praoteat
againat the "marsacre® of Nicaraguan rebels at Chaparral, Honduras,
Ancther aimilar demonatration took place on 11 July in Chinandega,
during which the nolice foreibly broke up the proceasion and
arrested reveral peracna, all of whom were realeased shortly
thereafter,

S« Communiat labor leader in leon.
6¢ Commuinist 1dor lesdar in Leon,

7¢ Sacristan of the Subtiava (Indian) Church in Leon, who ia reportad tn
be a Commniet aympathiser, )

8. Son of Jeaus BERRIOS, preaident of the national governing board of
the Inderendent Liberal Party and reported to be a Communist sympathiser,

9 Comment, It 1s believed that Jose MANTICA and Eateben DINIE
YaTrads, two oprosition businruasren in Leon, secretly ars engaged in
printing the leaflets attributed to the Centro Universitario that
appeared {mmediately after the shooting incident on 23 July., As soon
an positive evidence {s obtained the police will arreat them,

Commenta
10, This comminrsion is comrosed of Colonel Jose Maria FSCORAR, Major
Francisco Ruschting, and Major Julio QUTIXRREZ,

11« PRADO waa replaced by Majo= Jose Qustavo QUILLIN, formerly an infantry
company commander in the crack SOMOZA battalion and a well-respected
of 'icer,
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_ Comments

12, There is a general feeling among the officers of the Leoun garrison
that Lt. PARRARENA, the juniot of ficer at the scene of Jhe shooting,
will be made the scapegost to sutiefy the publie's cry for, and the
Preaident'a promise of, Juetice. if s0, the officers are planning
to send a strong vrctest to Oenersl SOMOTA, as they all feel that
Colonel PRADO should be madé responsible for what took place on 23

July.

13, It is no eecret that FIALLOS hes presidential amhitions and is
miblicly kncwm as & leftist in npposition to the BOMOZA regime,
Therefore, the government and the ON Cowmander in leon are
expecting FIALLOS to make ag wnch political capital out of the
attuation in Leon as he can in an effort to galn acceptance r- ‘he
chamnd <= af human richte and defender of student rights with the aim
of building himself up as a heroic figure in the strusele for
demecracy and freedom in Nicarague. FIALLOS i well liied by the
atudente, who have received his woral, if not rublic, supcort for
anti-government activities in the pasts
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