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/ Information available in ‘lashington on precisely what

" has | éia'bén;d-lﬁm{ﬁé Donang aréa during the past twenty fowr hours -= and
T Twhat e "hoid happening there, in Hue and in Saigon -- is ‘oo fragmentory

to pdrmit even moderately well informed specuiation, let alone interprotations
.or. ednelvsions that can.be offered with. any degree of confidences Weknow

B

that |p total of three govermment (1.e., pro~Saigon) battalions (two marine
and dghe a.trborne) were mgoved into the Danang area and that after
' some { but apparently minor -akimishing they took at 1east temporary control

r of % Korps Headquartere and other stratemc locations inoluding Danang radio,
. ) Juf
"Wa” dol not)\know what prompted this operatson, what ita overall obhjectives

- are, phather it is but the first step in s larger Diructory plan, and vhat
the reaction of other interested parties (e.g, s the Struggle forces,
the ddhists, the First and Second “i\}ieiona, etos ) will be,

In some ways, 'lt,he -"iréctwy operation actually lannched on 15

- PaypA{ietnam time) strongly resembles the plan dlscugsed in March when
the afiitation sparked by Gen. Thi's ouster fisbst begs'.m builzfing up and Danang
firsticarie under effective control of the Struggle Forces. At that time
the Dfrectory indlecated it was thinking of }ﬁving pro=QVN loyalist elementy .y -------
espec: ally among the Central Vietnam VNQID, 8ty up activity which would serve

a8 a fretext for large scale intervention by Sa.u,on forcen and a foreible
rR=09 bhshment of Sailgon controls Tids earlier plan was ghelfed but way
weoll ot have been forgotten, since recent went.s may have been guided by
its mgdified reincarnation, Catholic and VNQDD groups in Central Yietnam

hcwg en netdve in recent weeks and the temperature in the I Vorps area has

@

rlsenias a resvlt of theis activity,
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Not lmowing es:ar-tly what the Directory! 8 plana and intcntiona aro,
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_ §no 1n ouly speculate on the causes of 4hely récent actions, = Ben, Dinh had
e T LT T i‘n ventoring a surface cnlm"’bo I Corps, bat the area obviously '

‘-n-;-*---'-—cwl( nob-be-sald-to . have been meiskx res tored to Saigrm'a ei‘fcc'aive
[
lei ta)_control.. . Pinh'a own motives and ahbitions were ‘also suspectmix

P

in minds or his ostensibla Directory col]eagues. ‘he.Struggle Yorce conld

PR | SRSt fd

‘not hnestly or aeourataly be termed & Communist mvemnt, but left wing,

J.iet and pro-VG olements were obvi.oualy penet.rating the uu'uggle farce

“ ‘givudtice and gaining some seasire of influends within i%. ‘he output of
¢ wis inoreasingly incorporating
e themds of- obvious Viet Cong inspirations The activltiea of the Buddhdsbe, - - -
‘gg:z_'_tg cularly Puade Buddhlet chapling, were undermining I{my morale. and discipiine
Corps and were beginning %o be felt in II “orpo. he Directory may
. (’O . 0 -

have [felt that under it surmce calm the aituationfvau %Sﬁarixating raptdly

U ¥ ) e+ e

. and the ro’c. had to be aurblca‘lly arreated in the mational intereste Xy,

Thie\ and other ‘genior Directory leaders guch as Co may have foond thomselves

vnde increasing pressure from activiste like Col. Ioan and Marind general™™

_ Khangl and. the_ fisldgrade officers known us the "Paby lurks"e The Directory

) z_{npcgg _certainly recognized that had they suri‘acad their intentions to the Americans,
we W Jld have endeavored 1'.0 diusuade theot from ac’nin(e.md 115 ia probably .

among the princlpal reasuns uhy they kept thelir hand 80 carem:uy concealed
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" atrife ~1.8 sti.Ll very rrmch present, R T
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tentativs nd tﬁ.“fidenb mnmx:. Ky and his oollaagues may fael that if they

" (Mayor Gol, Yau,), Hue can 1ndeed be mfe‘.\;y lef‘b o wiﬂxer on bhe Wi.no

* and the rdjainder of the I Corps struggle movement will either éollapse or

wd by a combination of Saigonsinspired YNQDD and Catholic adtivity..
, the. lanang operation may be only the. first phase of a Jlarger pim
1n' w)?ic_h ) o
secured &

Uirectory na\v also £eel that an aft‘ectl.ve ghow of force in Genbral vi.et.nam

will servd to sobor, and hcnc-e ourb, S.bs moro voca.l and aotive Opponenta

to the dictates of the Puddnist Institute dver Wtich ™ “\iEing now

_exercisaglide facto controls .. Jiven Af these are indeed the Directory's objectives, .

it is sti]ll not clear whether the Directory intends to souttle the present
program » elnutd.ms and tmaner to cnil’tan rule or is only tyylng to . .
. strenghtevﬁ its hand during the ensuing weeke and mon&’: oi‘ polltd.cal mnawor.

for lQr'a o‘n:)ectiveé, again we cmmﬂy qpecnlate ina ve R

1s envisionmed that sy will be ogcupied after Yaneng 1s C
the governmenb‘s writ then forcibly extended throughout ICoxps, The =

o o Tt omai seerebiten s o ey e

Heactions are oven harder to eatimste al the prasent time than fwimorkh

--Antentionfl or. objectives, -—Much will -depend -on how-successful-the Govermmntis ™~

move apailist Danang proves to be and how effective the siruggle organization --——-

proves tofibe when put to the tests If tho ov¥ can secure Danang surglcally, . . _

gwlftly afid with minimal effeotive oppusit.i on, its political hand will be at
" least {.omi oraril;; stmngbhened. Gen. Nhuan and Cen., Ian/\ws..tl theu have to
reassess fhe new balance of strengtb and detenni.ne what cowrse their porsonal

best inteflests dictabes This could be thé GouTEs of concilia’cion and neacceptanoe

w3 it 2 00 DTG Commmm‘l%f

of Salgonjleantrol tirough some face~gaving formula, - - - Ou-the other hand, 1L *?--e--- i

the Danani! operation iteelf proves sticky or meets with .sexious 108Lstance, —:-ix—w—--

w. ;kmg@ of fratricidal oivilh/war inI Corpa becomes_very real inidégd,;-,“ S

- BvettTiL the Danmg operation its0lf is successi‘ul, the apeotre or euch oivil
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:Ab'ou'a all that can he said with confidenoce abat the

1sts 18- that they-will be profoundly upset by the Government 's moves
le;c.as.naa.xﬁdme;a,' 4rreaclution.cr & tactical opportunity they will
ﬁ)l"y~ nove to protest strongly,  liowever, if they should determine that _

foaces arrayed agamst them are demonat.rnb]q too stroug to trifle wtth,

they

PP anq..

grea .
apartTL anarchy and civil war in 1 Coxps, ﬁnﬂammw»doddn are conaiderably

T Eyen

- they

to o qign maaning and value to i‘acts as they emerze.

mny hold tneir fire emd bide the:xr time. Again, much wnl deperd on

the fliay of the hand in Uanang, in Hue, and in & Saigon over ‘this next few hours

ayse "
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....An making Lte move againat Danang, the Ky goverument has gambled a
' deal on one play. If the operation proves unsuccessi‘ul or
1y than even that 'ohe Dn‘ec bory 1tae.!i‘ mn not be able to swvive.

T the operat:Lon suqceeda, Vietnamese politics will be oven sticider than

new. Jevelopments and.the 'baiance of forces they have createds

j1ave beeri during the period where variovs intercated parties xenssess

At the moment -

411 yo can do 1is keep the closest possible wateh over the situation and endeawor




