THAT OPERATIONS AGAINST INSURGENTS IIAVE MIXED RESULTS

Communist insurgents in Lhe
<writical northeast area apparently
are being hard pressed by army
operations.

Pezpltae csowme mont:hly varia-
tions, statistical indicators
shiow that ovor-all Communishk ac-
Civity in the northaast hag lev-
alled ofC well bolow the highs
astablished in early 1967. In
addition, defaclors and raptured
documents reveal that army swWoeps
have forcoed insurgent bands te
move oul ol base areas, have dis-
rupted their supply sources, and
have undermined insurgent morale.
One high-level Communist doen-
ment, for example, has revealed
that long-standing problems of
lecadership and recruitment are
being severely aguravated by gov-
ernment operations.

The picture in the north-
east is not entirely favorable,
however. Although avmy opcra-
tions have put strains on the
Communists, the gueriyilla bands
are still intact, their casual-
ties have been low, and they are
still able Lo avoid contact with
superior government forces. In
addition, one unforesaeen conse-
gquence of the government's mili-
tary operations appears to be
that the Cowmunists are making a
greater effort to remedy their
organizational weakness in the
villages.

The government's village se-
curity program recently received
a sharp setback when the police
refused to ¢ign a US-sponsored

nqreoment'providing for the train-
ing and arming of villagers.

Crhe government, neanwhile,
a:i 1l has its hands full with
Lrihal insurgents in the noxrthern
provinees. In recent weeks, the
quarrillas have become more ag-
qressive and for the first tiwme
Ihave sbtruck army truck convoys.
Although tha northeast remains
the key area for the Communists,
it js increasingly clear that the
north has also become a major
taryel.

Bangkolk may also be facad
with a growing problem from the
activitics of the Malaysian Com-
munist guerrillas based in south-
ern Thailand. oh 17 June guer-
rillas ambushed a Malaysian po-
lice unit across the border and
killed 16 policemen. Kuala Lum-
pur . now is-seecking greater coop-
eration from Bangkok in improving
joint border securily operations.
In response to a Malaysian re- -
quast, senjor officials of the
two countries are meeting this
week in Kuala Lumpur to discuss
more effective tactics.

Bangkol: is -expected to re-
spond to Malaysia's request by
jncreasing security forces in the
area while avdiding the politi-
cally sensitive issue of inde-
pendent Malaysian operations on
thai soil. Should the guerrillas
step up their cross-border activi-
ties, however, the Thai will' come
under increasing.Malaysian pres-
sure to overcoine their compla-

cency toward this securit rob-
lem.
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