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"From & seoret and reliable source we have received the
following information;

- - EE3

In our_ latest interview with a leader of the Synarchist
Union of Mexico, he gave us permission to quote the coopera~-

tive answer given him by President Avila Camacho, Despite -

_the anti-Synarchist propaganda by leftist circles, the Presi-
dent ‘of Mexico has constantly defended the demooratio rights
of free speesch and free organization. When leftist deputies
first advocated forbidding the establishment of 8ynarchist
agrioultural colonies in lower Californis and later advooa-
ted the prokibition of Synmarchist meetings at which, as hap-
pened recently at lLeon, as many as 100,000 people assemble,
the president invariably anewered; They are Mexioans and have
the right to be proteoted by the gamrment. Recently the
president went & step further and assured the Synarchist
leader that, as the Synarchist movement had proved to have
respect for the law, he was of the opinion that it should
be helped by the goverment in its efforts to better the
sooial oonditions of the agricultural worker, The oocasion
for this statement was the expose made by him of the situation
of .the Sjmarchist colonists ef lowsr Californis who ocamnot,
with their limited private means, duy essential fam tools
nor oonstruct the roads necessary to raise the living standards
of this region. The Syparchist leader now has, after the as-
surancee given by the president, solid hope that the Credit
Unions will not refuse the SBynarchists the loans normally
conceded to nooio-ooonoqlo-\gxpninttou which are oonsidered

a sound moral risk, QS)

The development of Bynarchism has now reached a turning
point. The little group founded on May 23, 1937, in Leon,
Quana juato, by three lawyers, Manuel Zermenc, Jose Trueba
Olivares, Salvador Abascal, and a furxer, Jose Antonio Urquisa,
has grown o a membership of 700,000 Mexicans, mostly Indians -~
of the poorer class., Up to that time the peons, desititute
laborers, had not been eonsidered by professiomal politioians
a foroe worth organising, and Cardenas' experiments in ocolleo-
tivien did not succeed ia reising their living standarda,

The Synarchist leaders, preaching Christian ecoial order,

bave won the hearts of the forlorn field-workers and have .
instilled in them & great hope whioh can no longer be sup
pressed, Bofia Del Valle, founder of the Iastituto de -
Oulturs Peminisls, who 16 well knows {n the United States @)
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through her mmerous leotures, expressed the bdasio results of
Synarchism in a striking obssrvation. "I have seen®, she sald,
"on the faces of those peons 1 vieited, the change of soul reale
ised by Synarchism, the new dlgnity sooial consolence awakened
by the lomnt' (s S .

During these last years, hundreds of -mu rorgotl;on vil=-
lages have been visited by the members of the Synarohist Union,
Assenbled in private homs, the peons have listened to the ana-~
lysis made by members of their own olass of the unbearable situe
ation of neglect in whioh they live., Their hearts have responded
to the oonolusion: "Their own inertia and lack of social con=
soienca is the primary source of their troudles; they must wake
up, work hard, and organise their foroes to beoame & construdtive
influence in the new lexico.® The Synarchist Union accepts as
mexbers only men and women of good moral and Christian lives,

The first undertaking of Synarchiem has been to raise moral
standards, to awaken among Mexioco's poor the oonviction that
they must live up to their old and undying Catholic traditionsg

" In faot, in the villages where S8ymarchian has been adopted,

drunkennsss and laziness are fast disappearing. The leading

men of these villages where Synarchism has been adopted, bave
assumed their reeponsibilities, educating their brethren at mumerous
moetings, distriduting the paper "El Sinarquieta® and "Orden®,
arousing enthusiasm through vivid demonstrations under the Synarchist
banner, In the beginning there was sharp opposition by leftist
officials of the Tejidos (oollootlvut farms), by representatives of
the offiolal govermment par€;, (Partido de la Revolucion Mejicana,
PRM) and sometimes bloody Nprouton by the "Reservas Agrarias"
(Armed groups formerly organised against the rioh landed pro-
prietors and now direocted againet the Synarchists.,) One of

the founders of Synarchimm, Urquiza, was killed by them, and

about 720 others have also fallen, martyrs to the cause, @3

Now, says the Synarchist chief, the assaults of the "Pis-
toleros® have diminished oonsideradly, and ia many regions the
of fioial chiefs and memders of the revolutionary party have
seoretly become Synmarchists because they honestly delieve this
nov-ont is tlu novement of the people. (3\

ﬂrudutlly Bymrehi- h beginning to define its aims and
methods more olearly, A movement of the simple and uncultured
people ocould not be expeoted fram the degimuing to achisve great
elarity in its idealogy and organisation, 1t may be said, that
although the foynders and leaders were deroic in their dedication
to the ocause of the people, and exoeptionmal in their perseverancs,
they have not always been intellectually solid and preotical,-
They have refused to oppose evil with arms and have maintained
their aldofness from political eleotions, their language has (5)
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often been violent and they have sometimes confused the ocause

of demoorscy with the Mexican misuse of demooracy by fraudulent

politioal lesders, This confusion is being oleared up by a more d.

dlatinot definition of Synarchism am a soolo-sconomic movement

which aims at the organization by the peopls themselves, of those
- oooperative, finanoial and syndical sonstitutions which can save -

them from their age-old misery, This ooncept is sound, for all

planning and state-intervention is without avail, if individuals

do not learn to exert the proper efforts for a betterment of their

oconditions, 3 ) : -

The org&intion 1s also finally taking more definite shape,
In the times of "pistolerism® and terror, it was understandable
that the leaders did not wish by publiolising their names, to ex-
pose themselves to the fate which befell one of the founders,
Jose Antonic Urquisa. Political leaders of demoorscy, &s well
- as the church, rightly manifest their lack of oorniidenoce in
| %gecret oommittees®™ which can elude all attempts at cheoking
and oan, with the best intentions, dewelope authoritarian methods,
: The aotusl president now insists that the directing oommittees
3 . openly assume its responsibilities and that the names of neunbers
. be published regularly in the Jymarchist paper. The directing
conmittss consults its advisefs em special questions, and submits
matters of faith and morals to @ Sheologian, The regional and
lool ocmmitteep are also being reor sed along a more demo-
oratio pattern. Formerly the nominatien of leaders wass kind
of family affair, A representative of the movement who founded
a seotion presented to the mk-sting a list of candidates for the
local ccmittes, which was pubiioly discussed and which ususlly
aet with unanimous approxal, Now that the meabership bas dev-

: eloped, & eonstitution is being prepared which will determine
the manmer in whioh local, rogiomal and central authorities
shall be appointed. A school is also deing formed for tralning
field seoretaries in the proper doctinal approach and methods
of action. 5) '

Synardhiam is a ley-movement, which inevitably proceeds in
temporal matters by trial and error, and does not involve any
responsibility of the Church. ZThe Ohuroh suthorities who are
N always realistic have expressed meither appromal or disapproval,
- Many leading Catholics in Mexiao have sometimes feared that
’ certain propaganda themes and methods of action might prove o
S be imprudent. None have doubted, however, the profoundly Christian
- spirit and practice of the leaders and members. Ooe feot ls
olear: nelther Church nor State ean save the people, if the pecple (g)
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are not awakensd to the job of saving themselves, 8ynarchism
has won the hearts of the poorest of the Mexiosn proletariat,

. has restored their faith in theaselves, in their own dignity
and brotherhood, basing this transformation on the eternal

truthe of the Fatherhood of God. This transformation fethe ~
basis of the "good sooiety” and instend of perpetuating the -
ourrent Mexican soeptioimm about the praotioadbility of honest
working democracy, the Synarohist movement is bound to further
the revival and development of & detter demooracy, founded on
better education, on the growth in the Mexioan masses of human
dignity and regenerative faith, Cs) . ’

Confidential Information

In & private audience with the informant, s leading ecole-
siastio showed some fear that Syvarchist leaders might be violent
and imprudent in their propaganda against the leaders of the
Partido Revolutionario Mexicano (PRM). The Church leadvr admits,
as all objeotive Kexicans do, that profesaional politicians make
fortunes by graft and falaify the results of eleotions. He,
however, pursues & policy af cooperation with the govermment and
obtains de faoto inorsasing selerance for religion, Ee keeps
Catholic Aotion (the codperetion of the laity in the apostolate
of the hierarchy) withis-the strictest limits of spiritual ac-
‘tion, forbidding the alightest iaterference iu political -Attor-.é)

e former head of Catholio Aotil3, has recantly delivered pro-

demoaratio and pro-Allied disoourses. r

w Ee revealed that the
ahurch leader had forbidden him even to mention the Symarchist

movement in his dispatohes WNNNNNENNNEED: ss to avoid eny
conneotion between it end the Ghurch. (C)

A former president of the Catholio Action of Men revealed
that in the small villages many young men who should have been
leaders in Catholic Aotion formed the Synarohist movement, He

- atressed that Synarchists are fervent Catholioca. ( \
. . c
io-Aotion,

A priest, ecolesiastical asajstant of Cathol
does not 1ike the mathods of Syumarchimm, He ahowed how it is
difficult to organise the youth im Catholic Action because of
the political diffioulties in Nexioco. He revealed that an order
from the Vatioan has forbidden bishope and priests to take any (0]



