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’ ~;ﬁIntroductlon C
S The past year has seen. a’ number of developmentsﬂ?
.that testlfy to Egyptian: dependency upon the- Soviet
~Union. It has also witnessed: the development and - -
'exacerbation: of a number of strains in relations’ be-
" “ tween the two countries.. Moscow finds the situation -
- . not entlrely comfortable, but, ‘valuing its position*
- - as amajor power in the Middle East, it is: ready- to
- . tolerate some degree of friction as the price for =
' -preserving this-role. ‘The USSR recodnizes the im- -
. portant role Egypt plays in its over-all strategy o
" and realizes'¥hat Egypt, because of" its size, pop=:
. ulation; and. geographic:location, is likely to re-. - -

_l’*maln foremost among the Arab states.‘w '1___ *js:fﬂ7f '

Slmllarly, Calro is- w1111ng to ‘endure the ad—
_,verse consequences of its close ties with the Sov1et
gUnlon in order to reap the concomitant bénefits of
= ‘Soviet aid. Indeed, Egypt has few alternatlves to B
Jits present alllance with the’ USSR, and" so long- as ,.5“*
‘the ‘impasse with ‘Israel remains ‘uhresolved, Cairo A R
“finds 1ndlspensable the broad range of support MOSCOW’ ft e e OV
prov1des.'ﬁ;; SRR ] A B RRP TR
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. ii; Egypt s pers1stent efforts to flnd a pollt—'
: '1ca1 solution to the’ conflict with Israel have been
fully supported by the Soviet Unlon._ The Sov;etsvﬂ

Noté Thzs memorandum vas prepared by the Offzce of
Current InteZZzgence and was. coordznated wzthzn CIA.
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~di
s CY. Prlor to;hls'departurejtSada
poke publ:.cly of the ser:.ousness ‘of the ‘situatioi
nd warned he would set" the "zero hour" for the
,,,battle when he- returned. The final. joint commu
niqué,;’ however, played- down’ the’ military aspects
;of ; the-*talks and instead h:l.ghla.ghted the need.:













:Lted quantlt:l.es. © They: also demanded "to.knqw‘ ow l._
‘- was; poss:Lble to accept Moscow's’ preferenceifor a
-‘peaceful settlement of “the" J.mpasse ‘with Israel _whe













