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EGYPT-LIBYA
Egyptian-Libyan negotiations on 8 dis-
engagement of foices are continuing, but . e
are not making much progress. The talks 1nguntons

hit s snag carly this week over prisoner
exchanges, and the Egyptians are not will-
ing 10 move on to mutual withdrawals un-
til the prisoner issue is settied.

the seriousness with which the Egyptians
. regard their quarrel with Libya.

As discussed by Egyptian military of-
ficials, current planning for new attacks
against Libya include a ground force inva-
sion aimed at capturing Tobruk and
limited strikes by special forces groupe
against Tripoli and Benghazi. All forces
he July military action, however, was would be withdrawn within three weeks.
~—not popular in Egypt cither with the The purpose of the action would be to

public or the military, and it &s possible  spark an internal uprising against Libyan
that Egyptian President Sadat is buying President Qadhafi.
lime with the negotiations to weigh the The Libyans are also sugmenting their
political and military consequences of force in the border ares and conducting
renewed hostilities. training exercises, but their armed forces
In the interim, the Egyptian military  are not as large as Egypt's and their
buildup in the border area is becoming augmentations are commensurately
more formidable. Since the fightingended  smafler.
on 23 July, the Egyptians have moved an
armored division and all SA-6 battalions
out of the Suez Canal area to the western
command. The transfer of the SA-6 bet-
talions significantdy weakens Egyptisn
forces facing the Israclis and underscores
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