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(U) MEXICAN PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S PROPOSED LEGISLATICWN
IC ALLOwW FOREIGNERS TO SERVE JaIL TERMS IN THEIR OwWN COUNTRIES
IS DESIGNED IN PaRT TO PUT PRESSURE 0N THE US TO SPEED NEGO -
TIATIONS FOR A PRISONER EXCHANGE.

4™ //THE MEXICANS FIRST PROPCSED SuUCH AN EXCHANGE TO
US OFFICIALS SOME MONTHS aGO, aAND IT HaS BEEN RUMORED AMONG US
PRISOMERS IN MEXICO FOR SOME TIMS. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEG -
ISLATION wWAS DOUBTLESS HASTENED BY A HUNGER STRIKE BY US PRIS-
ONERS THAT BEGAN YESTERDAY.//

//SLIGHTLY OVER 6283 uUS CITIZENS ARE IN MEXICAN
JAILS, MOST OF THEM CHARGED wITH DRUG USE OR TRAFFICKING. THE
FRISONERS CALLED THE HUNGER STRIXE TO PROTEST WHAT THEY FELT
WAS A RELUCTANCE 0N THE PART OF S0TH COUNTRIES TO NEGOTIATE aN
FXCHANGE AGREEMENT AND TO PROTEST PRISON CONDITIONS AND MIS-
TREATMENT BY MEXICAN PRISON AUTHORITIES AND POLICE.//

. //THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION, wHICH wAS SENT TO THE
MEXICAN CONGRESS ON MONDAY, wOULD GIVE THE PRESIDENT THE POWER
ToO SIGN TREATIES WITH OTHER NATIONS TO aLLOwW A TRANSFE® OF
SANCT IONS UNDER wHICH PRISONSR EXCHANGES (O ULD BE CaRpIED OUT.
ALTHO UIGH THE LEGISLATION IS CERTAIN TO BE PASSED BY THE COMN-
GRESS, THE MEXICANS aRE NO DOUST AWARE THAT MAJOR CHANGES IN

1S LaW w0 ULD BE REQUIRED BEFDREZTHE MEXICAN INITIATIVE CCTLD
 BE ACCEPTED.// (CONF WTORN)
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