et
N

o

2]

S

N

f

trectorate o,

D

igence

Intell

A,
0

%

ek
\\%1
fisy




Directorate of
Intelligence

Iraq: Ethnic and
Religious Mosaic .

.A Research Paper

Information available as of 15 December 1990
was used in this report.

ret

January 1991




w3

»

g
qne

Iraq: Shia Holy Places

The Shrine ¢

Major Shi

After the s
Jerusalem:
sects—Shi
Iraq. Thes
and ninth-
the early y
are the spi
with these
Shias arou

Two of the
kilometers
ties, and a
that might
crisis woul
Even sligh




ol

£ ey

a Holy Places in Iraq

najor mosques in Mecca, Medina, and
—which are held in esteem by all slamic
a Islam’s five holiest shrines are in central
e holy places are tombs of seventh-, cighth-.
century Imams who were central figures in
cars of Shiism. Today, the noly men who
ritual leaders of the mosques associated
shrines have religious authority among

nd the world B

:se holy sites are located within a few
of important military or industrial facili-
ny damage to the centuries-old structures
result from hostilities during the current
d probably spark militant Shia reactions.
taccidental damage could inspire the

une 1991. On Ashura—the {0th day—
memorate the martyrdom of the third
sayn, by enacting passion plays and by
7 themselves with chains and swords to
emselves of any guilt for abandoning
Vhile on ziyarat, believers also acquire a
viece of holy turf: whenever Shias kneel
2 touch their heads to the ground in

2y use the turba 10 avoid making contact
wecrated ground. Pious Shias are bur-
eteries adjoining the holy places in lraq
1 secure the protection of saints. Today,
fgraves—in some cases arranged in

ed caracombs—ring the holy p/aces..

The Shrine of Ali at An Najaf
Ali—cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad and the
tirst Shia Imam—reportedly is buried in An Najaf.
Although a shrine has been present there since the
cighth century, the current structure probably dates
from the revivat of Persian influence in Ottoman
times. The large dome s gilded, while gold plating
covers the minarets from the top to just above the
ground. Non-Muslims inay not enter the two-story
sanctuary that encloses the tomb and is housed within
the mosque. The town of An Najal, which was
established around the shrine in the 10th century as a
focus for pilgrimage, is also the most important place
for religious education among Shias. '

An Najaf has long been a hub of organized resistance
against the central authority in Baghdad. During the
fate 19th and carly 20th centuries, locals refused
CONSCription in service to the Ottomans; rebellion
against the Turks’ iron-fisted control of the holy sites
crupted during 1913-16 and resulted in damage to the
shrines. An Najaf was also a seedbed for anti-Britjsh
activity in the 1920s and opposition 1o the [ragi
monarchy during the 1950s. Ayatollah Khomeini
spent several years of his exile in the town, and in the
early 1970s An Najaf served as a center for organized
Shia opposition to the regime in Baghdad.

o / e
The Sahan al Husayn, .

The Sahan al Husayn and

the Hadhrat al Abbas in Karbala’

These two shrines, the burial sites for Husayn, Aji’
warrior son and the third Imam, and Husayn's
brother Abbas, make Karbaly’ the holiest site for
Shias in Iraq. The shrines occupy opposite ends of ;-
old city-—Husayn's 10 the west and Abbas's 1o the




Karbala™ is also a center for pilgrimage and is most
significant as the site of the seventh-century battle
that pitted Husayn and his followers against main-
stream Muslims. This battle of Karbata'—in which
both Husayn and Abbas dicd-—culminated the schism
that split Islam into Sunni and Shia sccts over the
issue of succession to Muhammad. Today, numerous
historical sites related to the battle are preserved
inside the old walls of the city. Like those of An
Najaf, Karbala’s religious leaders played a significant
role in organizing rebellion in the 1920s, 1950s. and

19705\

The Al Kazimiyah Shrine

The seventh and ninth Shia Imams—Musa al Kazim
and his grandson Muhammad Al-Janad—are buried
in an enshrined arca within the Kazimiyah mosque,
which dates to 1515. The faithful may enter the
courtyard that surrounds the double-domed mosque
through any of seven gates; non-Muslims may not
enter. Both of the mosque’s major domes and its four
minarets are gilded. The tombs themselves are situat-
cd within silver cages, one of which is beneath cach

dome. il -

Over the course of the postrevolutionary period the
mosque and its town have been subsumed into metro-
t. The gilded dome atop Husayn's shrine is flanked politan Baghdad. Today, dense patterns of residential
two minarets, and a seven-gated wall encloses a and mental buildings surround the shrine.
rtyard that surrounds the sanctuary. Abbas's less il ’ i IS
:ntatious shrine features a glazed-brick dome and

‘ed minircts.'

Hadhrat al Abbas..

r 3. v

The Al Kazimiyah Shrine..
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The Askari Shrine..

The Askari Shrine at Samarra’

The 10th and 11th Imams—Ali al Hadi and his son
Hassan al Askari—are buried in a tiled-dome mosque
of Persian design in Samarra’. A smaller, gilded dome
marks the site of the crevice into which the 12th
Imam, Muhammad, fell to his death; Shias expect
that this Imam will reappear here to establish the true
faith on Earth. The best surviving example of a
Babylonian ziggurat stands just north of the town and
is an important symbol of Iraqi heritage. A flood-
control dam and a small hydroelectric power plant
also lie within 1 kilometer north of the Samarra’
shrine]




Introduction

Iraq’s population is strikingly heterogeneous. Al-
though almost 80 percent of Iraqis speak Arabic and
more than 95 percent are Muslim, sectarian, ethnic,
tribal, and denominational differences abound. The
ethnic and religious geography of the country reflects
this heterogeneity. Shia Arabs, who constitute a
majority of the population, reside mainly in the
southeast, while Sunni Arabs inhabit the area north
and west of Baghdad. Between these two regions and
in the capital itself, Arabs of both sects are inter-
mixed. A fiercely independent Kurdish minority lives
in the rugged hills of the northeast; separating this
territory from the Sunni Arab area are small pockets
of Christians, Turkomens, and other minorities.-

Sunni Arabs

If migrant Arab workers are excluded, Sunni Arabs
comprise only 12 percent of the country’s population
but dominate the top levels of the government and the
military, Indee LArabs have ruled the country

Iraq: Ethnoreligious Composition®

Percent
Turkomans
13
Kurds

17.2

Sunni Arabs
19.8

* Includes foreign worker population.

Iraq’s 95,000 Bedouin, however, the traditional func-
tions of tribal organization and the associated power
of the shaykhs were already eroding for most Iraqi
Arabs when the monarchy was overthrown in 1958;
since then they have virtually disappeared. Neverthe-
less, many Middle East researchers believe the pro-
longed absence of alternative social Yinks has helped to
preserve tribal loyalties in individual and group rela-

tions. Il

Because President Saddam Husayn and his family are
of the Tikriti clan, this group is the preeminent Sunni
Arab clan in Iraq today.! Saddam was born in a
village near Tikrit and has drawn on the town—
{ocated about 150 kilometers northwest of Baghdad
and populated by about 100,000 persons—and sur-

roundine communities for leaders.in the armed forces,
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Brightly clad Kurdish women dancing. Iragi
Kurds make up approximately 20 percent of the
world'’s Kurdish population, which resides chiefly
in “Kurdistan”—the mountainous region of
northern Iraq, northwestern Iran, southeastern
Turkey, and northeastern S yria. .
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majority of Ba‘th Party leadership posts before the
Ba‘ths’ short-lived coup of 1963, Sunnis have con-
trolled a strengthened Ba‘th Party since it seized

" power in 1968. 1N

Like most other ethnic groups in the country, Sunni.
Arabs have historic tribal affiliations. Except for

Iraq: Ethnic and Religious Population 2

and, in recent years, has located an -Air Force base
and academy, an armored training center, and an
Army camp in and around the town.

! Iraqis use the term “Tikriti" variously to apply to Saddam’s

" extended family and to the residents and tribesmen of Tikrit and
nearby villages. In anthropological terms, the Tikritis are not a
tribe themselves but part of the al-Bikat section of the Abu Nasir
lribc.-

Shia Arabs

Making up almost 60 pcrécnt of the population, Shia
Arabs have long been politically disenfranchised and
economically disadvantaged in Iraq. When the British

Thousands

Religious Group Total
Shia Muslim Sunni Muslim Christian Other )
Total 1,115 7,065 . 342 163 18,685
Ethnic group . .
Arab 11,025 2,320 115 13,460
Kurd 5 3,200 3,205
Assyrian : 200 200
Turkoman 80 160 240
Other 25¢b 130« 155
Foreign workers H 1,385 2 33 1,425

* Estimates as of 1 November 1990 based on available sources.
Recent Iragi censuses have not registered ethnic groups, and the
1965 census was the last one to record religious affiliation.

b Mainly Armenian.

¢ Mainly Yezidi and Mandacan.

SV MUsisl g w setip v vy Yl U0, A ALD UW I PCLOVLI-
al security staff. The regime has provided Tikrit with
considerable funds for economic development projects

Shia women exit the Al Kq
Baghdad. .

|
One of several Armenian ch!
Unlike Christians in Arab ¢
Jordan, Syria, Egypt, and I
Christians are relatively re
cent are Assyrians or Arme.
fled from Turkey, mainly ir

century. Y

took over the government from t
Shias for the most part were less
and politically weaker than the
though Shias made considerable
finance, and education after inde:
virtually excluded from the gover
military leadership. . l

The pattern of Sunni domination-
present. Even though most Iraqis
Baghdad’s oil wealth during the '

the Shia south:
siderably poorer than the Sunni-i
tral part of the country. Shias co;
underrepresented.in the governm
ing only three of the 23 ministeri
percent of the seats in Iraq’s 250!
Assembly.

In addition, Shia towns near the '
of Iraq’s civilian destruction fron

Saddam’s efforts to defuse Shia
cused on trying to accommodate
bilities, enhancing the regime’s r
and lessening the effects of an Ir:
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Members of the unigue Shia tribe, the swamp-
dwelling Ma'dan. This group continues 10 reside
in reed houses in the south despite major disrup-
tions caused by fighting in their home ared
during the Iran-iraq war.

Shia Arab
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revival among Iraq’s Shias. Among other measures,
“the government has refurbished tbe Shia holy cities of
An Najaf and Karbala’ and allowed the
resumption of Shia self-fageliation during the holiest
Shia celebration, Ashura. In a shift away from secular
Ba‘thism, Saddam has also dramatically proclaimed
his own religiosity, fotably by declaring himself to be
a descendant of Muhammad

Baghdad's brutal repression has probably crushed
most Shia opposition inside Iraq and inhibited Shia
civil unrest. The Army quashed demonstrations by
thousands of Shias in An Najaf and Karbala’ in
February 1977, following the government’s attempt 10
ban self-flagellation and halt a religious procession.
The Army also quelled riots in 1979 sparked by the
regime’s refusal to allow 2 Shia delegation to go to
Iran to congratulate Ayatollah Khomeini on the
Iranian revolution. Moreover, in 1980 Baghdad fore-
ibly deported more than 60,000 Shias of Iranian
origin to Iran and murdered Shia clerics—and their
family membei-s——prominent in the opposition.

De facto boundary

Mandaean //_,_.-———

Nationa! capital
Populated place over 400,000 Christian
Papufated place under 100,000
Yezidi
100 Kilometers
50 100 Miles
Kurds

Kurds make up slightly more than 17 percent of Irag’s
population but are the least assimilated of its major
ethnic groups. Predominantly Sunni Muslim, the
Kurds are set apart from the Arab majority by their
Janguage—2 non-Semitic tongue closely akin to Per-
sian—their still strong tribal ties, their concentration
in the mountainous terrain of the north, and their
perception of themselves as part of a stateless nation
with its population concentrated in the border areas of
Syria, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq. Most Iraqi Kurds have
Jong opposed the central government, in which only 2
few Kurds serve as figureheads.

Since 1920, when British mandate policy incorporated
part of the Kurdish tribal lands within Iraq’s bound-
aries, the Kurdish desire for independence has period-
ically erupted in armed revolt. Despite having ob-
tained symbolic seli-rule in 1970 when the fledgling
Ba‘thist government created the Kurdish Autonomous
Region. Kurdish rebels

launched 2 full-scale revolt in 1974 that
thrcatcncd the regime and ptoduccd an estimated
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revolt collapsed the following 1990 Baghdad, apparently confident of the effective- Christians in much of the Middle East, Iraqi Chris- deserte:
an withdrew its support in ness of its pacification efforts, began to relax security tians are generally more Westernized, better educat-
1s on the contested border with in some areas of Kurdistan and allowed some Kurds ed, and more urbanized than their Muslim country- - Smalle:
relative quiescence, Kurdish to return temporarily to farm their former lands. The . men. They have also found an ideological home in insignif

Ba‘thism'’s secular political philosophy and see the
Ba‘th Party as a protector against Islamic fundamen- Yezic
talism. For its part, the government has recruited pract

of Iraqi troop deployments to
ir with Iran and seized control
anorthern Iraq, from which

government also moved to com

guerrilla operations. These Christians into its ranks—Foreign Mxmster Tanq least
‘0 some extent by Syria and Azizisa Chaldcan—and treats Chri as w spise
an, which mounted joint mili- becat
\qi Kurds behind Iraqi front- ASSY
betted-against the government in the 1930s, still resist » Man
assimilation somewhat. A small minority bers
-a major military operation call for an independent Assyrian homelan and i
s suspected of giving aid and on M
included the use of esy—
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The Turkomans, Turkic-speaking Muslims, today
make up slightly more than 1 percent of Iraq’s e Jews
population. Mémbers of this group are relative new- popu

-comers, having been brought to Iraq by the Ottomans
in the late 19th century to help repel Kurdish tribal
raids. Since Iraqi independence, some Turkomans
Numbering about 340,000, Christians—chiefly of the have occasionally fought on the side of the Kurds

Other Ethnic and Religious Groups

it has also created a 30-

zone along the border with Assyrian Catholic (Chaldean), Assyrian Orthodox, against the central government. Despite some success
Kurdish-inhabited area to Syrian Orthodox, Syrian Catholic, and Armenian .in absorbing this ethnic group into the general popula-
el operations and to remove Orthodox sects—comprise the greatest proportion of tion, the Saddam regime cannot claim the loyalty of

netWOrk-\By the spring of the remainder of Iraq’s nonforeign population. Like all Turkomans; the majority of recent Iraqi Army

-
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