SPECIAL ANALYSIS

USSR-EUROPE: Conference of Communist Parties

The Soviet-inspired Conference of European Communist Parties
that opens today in Parisg under French and Polish sponsorship ig
intended, in part, to demomstrate broad Communist support in Europe

" for disarmament and East-West detente despite the setback of

Afghanistan. The success of the conference is already in doubt,
hcvever, because several major West and East European parties have
refugsed to participate. Although Moscow may have hoped the confer-
ence would put pressure on some dissident parties to conform,- the

meeting probably will only underline and intensify the disunity amony
- European Communists. , : L R

The Soviets first broached the idea of such a meet-
ing last June as a means of.stimulating support-in West'
Europe .for the SALT II Treaty and future SALT III negotia-
-tions.  The NATO decision in December on theater nuclear
-forces.gave-it.considerable added impetus.-- —“-’f-‘w
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'pendenttstance’hadxbeen.lnten51f1ed by party leader
Berlinguer's criticism of the invasion of Afghanistan
and hy what the Soviets regarded as: the Italian party's
weak opp051tlon to TNF. - The Italians, “in turn, have ..
said- that they will not attend the conference because
’1t lS' wrong in method tlmlng, and theme.“ L

1 proscription presumably ‘also applies to
1 Communist Party, which has joined the _
Italians in refus1nq to attend the Parls Conference.~

ft’ejNetherlands ;
the Sw Left Party, also.
‘session. The Belgian Communist Party

S --observer.,l_h”i S e

fboycott

oo I thlngs go as the Sov1ets plan, the conference - -
-~ will mark the first endorsement by hlgh -level Warsaw =
“'Pact country off1c1als--albe1t without- the Romanlans-—

of Moscow s pollcy in Afghanlstan.

Nonetheless, some of the East’ European partles that

..are ‘attending" probably have reservations about the con-
fference. B : R ; :

The Hungarlans and the Poles mav not be enthu51ast1c
..about publlcty endor31ng Soviet" pol.icy on Afghanistan in
“such a forum,” but they will go along. They will be

concerned however, over any attempt to lsolate the
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~ Italian, Spanish, and Yugoslav_parties;Efébli§h1agﬁbﬂun—° o
garidn ‘delegates probably,will'attempt»to tone down any -
ﬁc;iticism“directed at the absentfpaxties;:’ \ S

s

 The Poles. protabl Wéré'happy toiébspénSor’the ;

" conference

S The Yugéélav‘aﬁd-Romanian bbyédtts,éﬁém f£qm”a‘1 ;§
‘bekief that Moscow will use che gathering-ndtIOnlyftov

obtain an across-the-board endorsement ‘of its policies -

" but will also attempt to'reegtablish!its'dominationgof’ff

" ‘the -international Communist movement. - Both countries.: = -
- 'oppose the. invasion of Afghanistan-and. maintain close
ties with : i Spanish parties. R
i s DML R T wna i e a e b
~g_<”Bélgt3ﬁéfandﬂBuchaf st also object to the abrupt
manner in which the agenda and declaration of ‘the con-

2% *

'~ ference were.drawn up by the Soviets without prior. con-

sultation. .Belgrade has even criticized-this tactic as”
a violation ofﬂthe_aqreements reached at-the conference

. of European Communist parties

, Romania's decision not to attend was pavticularly
. difficult because of.its;Wgrsaw,Pag;gmemberShipwg
- the.other.independent. Communist parties had g¢
.’ﬁRomanians'alsO“would,have pa ticipated aj -comp;
' about objectionable resolutionS%lasgthéy;did;in;l&76;.
"After waiting for almost7all‘parties!td*deélarejWHéthef
. they would attend, however, Bucharest ‘decided that it

f@“didvnpt‘want{tppbe»thefl@neydlssentipg voice.: .

vi:ProsEeéts‘

- The abSen¢gfofﬁthe'ihdependent European Communist :
‘parties from Paris all but assures Moscow of a unanimous " .

~endorsement of its policies on disarmament, Afghanistan,

and tne international Communist movemerit.  But. the cests

in attaining this bogus "unitcy" will be:high. Rather

- than isolating“the Italian and Spanish -parties and

improving the position of the” French, the reverse is -

 jlike1y to be the result. Moreover, the failure of the .

. Yugoslav and‘'Romanian parties to attend will put new ... -
. strains on their relationships with Moscow.
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