SITUATION REPORTS

POLAND -

" - There mcy be some break in the stalemate between the govern- -
~ ment and ithe strikers in Gdarsx. o .

SRR N the government has re- - -
. versed 1ts earlier position and will send Deputy Premier -~
Jagielski, head of its negotiating team, to meet today -

-..with the joint strike committee. - The government's move
- seems to be an effort to probe strikers' attitudes in

¥ : the wake of recent remarks by the local Catholic bishop . .
i . that’iengthy strikes would be contrary to the nation's .-
: " welfare. A Sy
-." . The news. reportedly was greeted with elation by - n
- strikers in:the pivotal Lenin shipyards. Tl.ese discus- -
. sions will only prepare for what promises to be protracted,
.. difficult negotiations.  Strike leaders in Gdansk have '
o7 'made-the release of the dissidents a precondition for :
. talks. The government released four dissidents yesterday - -
- 7.but retains‘20-in‘custody. @ - .o

..o _: . Strike activity remains confined primarily to the- .
- . Baltic coast. jStrikers-there are maintaining discipline =~ .
-~ Within their rdnks and-are.not making ‘provocative moves:

‘ghat would require a government response. :
the government has suspended
600 workers in Silesia, apparently in an effort to pre-
> vent sympathetiCQWOrk,stoppagesvin-the_coalfields;w Such-

action, however, could-provoke further walkouts.:

‘scﬁe'strikéiﬁétiViﬁyi;?U: :
'+, MOStly among transport workers, -but: .
through' pay increases. ‘ Teednte

this maynbggﬁesd;Ve
ThefréQiméfhhsigéhe:?Eacticélimaneuvets'uﬁ@érnWayfu
that it hopes will;sPIitJthe;strikers and erode their-
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popular support. . These lnclude a medla campalgn hlgh—

: ~ lighting the increasing shortages caused by the strikes o -
o and an announcement that the government has increased = PR
S 1mports of foodstuffs to relleve these sca1c1t1es. '

.. B The economlc costs of the - strlkes and grow1ng pres—
. _“ sures to end them continu: to mount.  The stoppages at
.~ .. . the 'Baltic ports _virtually halted shipping.
the port strikes:cost Po and .
©$20.million daily in- export earnings. . Seventy. ships
waiting to be‘unloaded cost the. port of Gdansk $1.5 mil-.
lion a day in‘penalty fees. Fiftv-seven percent. of coal
L exports-—that account for one~fifth of Polish hard-
g . il ¥currency exports--and ‘82 percent of grain lmports ‘come "
. - through the. Baltl&. ports. b L

. Thousands of tons of wool and cotton needed by the
textile ‘industry in Lodz are blocked in Gdansk and . Some:
foods reportedly are rottlng in the holds of ships."
Large oil tankers are waiting to be unloaded for .the

'idle Gdansk reflnery,'whlch rccesses asout l? percent o
~of total Polish output. ‘ : o o i

Moreover,'all POllSh sh1pbu~ld1ng--wh1ch accounts
» for 5 percent of Polish hard currency earnings--is now:
: ~.—.a;t.qlAstandstlll.- In:Gdansk, center. .of :the. anrest, the
“Lenin shipyard is losin 1 million a‘day in penaltyxfee'

for late deflverles.




