SITUATION REPORTS
POLAND

The déczszan Wednesday by free trade union activists to estab-
lish a national advisory organization presents the Kania regime
with a major challenge, but ue believe the regime will not refuse
the or"am‘.atwn the: ZegaL right to exist. L Y

Although the recent agreements ending the strlkes

-on the Baltic Coast and in Silesia did not prohxblt the

formation of. a national unio: body, the regime probably
 hoped it would not be confronted so quickly on this sensi-
“tive- 1ssue, which will test the limits of Soviet toler-- -
. ance. Nevertheless, . the regime prcb:bly believes it has:
‘no.alternative but ‘to live wit! the national body--at
least for the near term. To refuse it registration:in:
the current heated:. atmosphere-.could. lead to further -
confrontations and possibly a general strike. Repre-. .
.. sentatives of .the advisory groups will present their
v%_reglstratlon papers to the courts next Wednesday.

.o The dec1510n to form the advisory organmzatlon was
- the result of a compromise among free trade union activ- .
. ists on what character a  national organization would have.
The stronger unions-on the Baltic Coast under Lech Walesa " -
opposed the creation of.a solid federation, saying that
“the unions s‘iculd.concentrate their efforts on augment- .
Llng their local bases of‘power. The weaker -unions out-"
"~ side ' the Baltic Coast pressed for a federation believing.
- they. needed. protection in-their struggle ta become. .estab~
'.yﬁllshed “In.-thé end:the two sides agreed on the creation-
-of 'a consultatlveﬁ,adv1sory natlonal organization with no‘
" authority.over local’ unions.:. The official status of this:
- advisory ‘body wi ”]be .valid ‘for one year at which time .
-, the first congres lreportedly will be held. The regime = " :
~ may be relieved:and may see an opportunlty to exploit: the o
dlfferences thhin the: ree trade union. movement.. %

It is not clear whether the natlonal body lntendS"’;i
" to try to reglster “for:all the free trade unions or only '
-for itself. - The regime. wlll probably insist that each
factory, district,.or- reglonal union register, in order
£o use the registration data to keep closer-tabs.on the
strength and support for the unlons.
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" .Premier Jagielski: last: week which implicitly endorsed:
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which reportedly now include more than three million - ...~
' workers, the. regime is having some success in blunting
‘their spread and in :sowing confusion among workers.  Nine
- official unions with 5.8 million members have already .
dropped out of the regime-sponsored trade union organiza-.
tion and declared themselves to be "independent and auton- -

Despite the vigor shown by the free trade uniohs,flf. o

ocmous." 'In fact they probably remain under party influ-',,1 

.. ence.: Many workers have been harassed into staying in =
‘existing unions, ‘and -others have: stayed out of fear they -
~Wwill-lcse social benefits if they join the new unions..

, ' The regime may 'soon.have to deal with students who
~will retarn to the campuses in ‘early October-and may % .
'ﬁjenew\demghds;forwautonomQus;student.organizatibhé:%aMore
quprisome;will’beftheijSSibility.that‘studénts;mightf
!taise-additidhal:pq;ipiCalﬁdemands.orﬁformfan;allian"e
~with the new unions." R P S : ;

;:AéfiVitiés-byfscvieﬁftéédersr7

fﬁothinggunuSual;g;Soviet}media-p:OVidedaupbeat coverage
.. to-the meetings Brezhgev-and‘Suslov'had‘with‘Deputy e

- “.Observable-activities by thé,Soviétfleadefs.reveald

‘’‘the initial efforts that Kania!and‘his¢colléagges*aréﬁl.

" making to pi;'t[fth}ngs’" right in .Poland.. -

) 'h;There“have,been:nd.consultation5~witheEaSt,Euereang

leaders of the type that would take place if the Soviets: -
believed‘thequust.exert-greater‘pressure,qnythe'Polesg o
Defense Minister Ustinov 'did meet with East Germarn :lead=":
ers and other War§awtaact'defenSe,ministers;whilé"attend-
ing the’Comradeséin4Arms;BogexerciseilaSt,weék;Tandf*V{ﬁ

Ukrainian party chief Shcherbitskiy was*in Bulgaria for
a few days to .mark: the Sofia regime's 36th .anniversar

Neither Brezhnev .nor any of the other top'-Soviet:leader
however, ‘are known to have met with}any‘of{thé$;opiEast“
European'1eadershsinde;Brezhnést:Sessionsjwith'his;Easﬁ
European counterparts“in~thegcrimea-during_IateAJuly-' d
early August. : T R A e




