POLAND

At the central commzttee meetzng it held this past weekend . Lo
the party again has sought to buy time for the domestic-situation

to quiet down by finding more scapegoats for past mzstakes, making

leadership changes, promising other poZztzeaZ and econommc changes,

and permzttzng party members to sound off.

-The- plenum has, in effect, called: for a process of
far-reaching discussions on how the party should function
internally and how it should rule Poland. The disenchant-
ment this time of many party members and the existence of
free trade unions and other groups in Polish society seek-

-ing change may force the party to implement some of -the
1nnovatlons it will be discussing. The leadership ap-
pears more. interested in the' process as a force to restore
the party's vitality and to restore its public credibility
than in the creation of new programs-. é

The Plenum - -

The main themes discussed during the marathon ses—
sion were:

--The "undemocratic" nature of the Gierek regime,
- its failure to heed adv1ce, and -the corruptlon
of some of its members.
" : - . ==The need for changes in the party's internal -
23 o operations and 'in its relatlonshlp w1th the
: government.
--A requlred "moral renewal"” of the party.
- ' —~A demand for an extraordinary party congress.

g:-.f h : --The need to fulfill the pledges made to strik=-
| B ' ing workers in late August. .

Party leader Kania touched on all these themes when

| : he addressed the plenum on Saturday, but much less spe-
| : c1f1cally than many of the speakers who followed. Kania
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'independént unions-_inclndl
is ledge toThonor'the Baltic agreements-—and_on-the
‘ strike. ‘




