' SITUATION REPORT

~ POLAND

Cammemoratzve ceremonizs on the Baltic Coast yesterday, held
in the same calm and sober atmosphere that marked observances in .
Gdansk on Tuesday, showed a restraint.that is an important political
victory for Sblzdhrzty, the Churcn, and--to a Zesser exten*--*he

 party.

Solldarity demonstrated. a respon51ble“'attitude
and an ability tc control its followers. The Church re- : .
affirmed its tremendous influence and showed a clearer
sense of purpose and unlty than has been evident in re-
cent mon*hs. The xegime's part1c1patlon probably brought
it some popular good will, nowever transitory it might
prove to be,-and provided some evidence that its policy
of establishing a cooperative relationship with the new
unions still has a chance to succeed. @B

Each of these key actors may also have incurred some
costs. Some members of Solidarity were critical of
" . Walesa's moderate speech in Gdansk, an irndication that
' there is still sentiment for a harder union position.
Walesa must be sensitive to such attitudes.

The Church's modefatiné activity included some im-
plicit7criticism of dissident Kuron that reportedly has
outraged other members of Kuron's organization, and may

 signal the opening of a rift tween the Church and theﬁ
; polltlcal dlssz.dents. & . e o
3 These same dlSSldentS have cr1t1c12ed Cardlnal
. Wyszynski and what they consider to be his .overly c003~ oL
erative attitude toward the regime and his guardad sup-_'
port of Solidarity. They believe, furthermore, that -
some members of the Church hierarchy and the laity share

their views.  They may be inclined to  try to galvanize:
. greater opposition to Wyszynski's policies, although the

-The government has committed itself even more ‘strongly
not to use force and to forge a trlpartlte partnershlp ’
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Cardinal appears . to: have strong’suppcrt withinrthefChurch;bcﬁ?a



as a way to soc1allst renewal"--commltments that may be.
misinterpreted by the Kania regime's nardline critics.

At least one East German party official reacted to the
: commemoratlve ceremonies in Gdansk b

suggestlng that a'
"new Dubcek" is at work 'in Poland. “ ‘ :

Soviet Commentary

In lts flrst “Petrov artlcle on Poland ‘in- almost
" three months, Pravéa yesterday castigated last’ week' ke
"NATO ministerial statement that warned agalnst Sov1et

intervention as part of a "provocative campalgn ~of 1n-

,terference in. Poland S 1nternal arfalrs.

(U)

-:~1.7» “Petrov, a psendonym denotlng Central Commlttee .

authorshlp, ‘singled out’ the US delegates who slandered
Soviet foreign pollcy 'by engaging in conjecture about
_Moscow's intentions in Poland. In what appears to'be ‘a‘
- "defense ‘of Poland's rlght to call for Warsaw Pact m111-~

‘tary ass15tance, the article claimed that the’ "'NATO.. mlnls-

" ters were attempting-to -"deprive" the Polish state of -

the 90551b111ty of. defendlng agalnst external and lnter
-g-nal enemles.JwJ S

_ The artlcle expressed confldence in the Pollsh
‘party. It repeated the statement made by ‘the POllSh
delegation at the Warsaw Pact summit on-5° December that
Poland "has been, is, and will remain" a sccialist state
.and a "firm link" .in the: socialist alllance. At the
Same time, "Petrov" reiterated a theme that has been
_given prominence of late in the Soviet media by attack
”1ng two promlnent POllah dlSSldent organlzatlons
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'Exercise activity continues in the Carpathian Mili- o
. tary District with at least one division engaged.in as-". ' ,
“sociated field training. ‘
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