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SITUATION REPORT

POLAND

Solidarity showed impreseive strewqth mzsutwnhyzﬂum large
numbere of Poles ignored goverrment warmmgs and etayed off the
Job.

The government contends that two-thirds of the
work force reported for the first shift, but it seems
clear that many of Poland's industrial centers were
idled. The pressure now is on the government to find
an acceptable compromise, but it may be content for the
moment to let local authorities negotiate accords at
the factory level. Attempts by factory managers to
follow through on the government's threat to dock the
wages of workers who were absent last Saturday will

only complicate negotiations and will provoke at least -
wildcat strikes. h ‘

'Discussions at the national level will be delayed
by the departure for Rome tomorrow of Solidarity. leader’
Walesa and a number of his associates. Walesa is not
expected to return to Poland until early next week. a

Speaking to a meeting on agricultural issues on
Saturday, party leader Kania ignored the dispute over
free Saturdays but harshly criticized antisocialist
"outsiders” who are trying to use demands for a rural
trade union--a so-called rural Solidarity--to create a

"political opposition® in the rountryside. His remarks
apparently led to a harsh reply from a member of Soli-
darity's National cQordinatxng Commission, who raised
the possibility of a strike in response to what he de-
scribed as a generally hardened government posture.

m an organizer
for the'rural trade union reac more moderately, ~riti-

cizing some provocative posters that had appeared .n one
town and disclaiming the need for any strikes to buttress
the farmers' grievances.
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"Strlkers Ousted

«V-Authorlties in a’ outhern prov'n,e,
‘the. _police to: ‘evict sit-in strikers from a’ governmen
’bulldlng.'fAccordlng to a Polish. press account, “the:
‘strikers,  who included representatlves of the local
‘Solidarity: chapter, left the building, without: res;stance
jThe ‘action,:the. first ' of ‘its kind.since. Solxdar;ty ‘came’’
JAnto ex1$tence, could have- been taken, on the: 1nitiat1ve
-of -the local ‘authorities. : Nonetheless, it:seems" likely .
to’ ‘sour: further the atmosphere between: Solldarlty and. -
the regime. . 'The authorities” apparently made - no arrests
‘and reaffirmed. thelr w1111ngness to.discuss even: the most-
“ gensitive. issues, actions- thatrcould temper Solldarlty?s
:“reaction to the lncidentgf* : :

;Sovxet Leadershlp Spllt

S Recent reports have provxded the flrst speclflc ‘
,;ev1dence of division within the Soviet Politburo over’ 'jl c
‘. whether to intervene militarily in Poland.. In early : .

pecember NGNS idcntified Politburo

embers Suslov,: Andropov, -and Gorbachev as favoring.
nterventlon Aine Poland, and Brezhnev,: Tikheonov, and -

“Ponomarev as-taking a’ ‘more moderate. approach. -

bdld not mention the attitudes of other Politburo

ﬁas*indlcated by the reprleve granted the. Kanla regime .
% ‘,ecember.

preparations in. ‘early December as: a: “scare ‘tactic," .
although it is- doubtful ‘that he would have been’ knowledge
~ableabout: ‘the full, extent and purpose of the preparations
The" Poles -were. saxd ‘not’ to- have crossed the llne bgyond

t

L Hlnts of d;sagreement or uncertalnty w1th1n’the Co e
= Soviet party over the seriousness of the Polish. situattonjf~'«l
--~have appeared in media handling of. the issue since mxd- T
juDecember, suggestlng that the Politburo dlfferences

——contlnued‘







