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USSR-POLAND: Polish Military Attitudes

;uu:muc eata vn Tuurzdity that
most 0 ine senmior Folidh military command ie now alieruied Jrom
the foviets and fully supports the Kania-Jaruseiss. sear. i trat

the Polich milizary ie lizely #o resist any Soviet invasion. W

The sources, members of the intelligentsia, who re-
portedly have good access\among Polish leaders, also said
that Polish authorities have now begun to calculate the
size of a possible Soviet invasion force and the number
of casualties that might fresult from such an operation.

Conjecture on an Invasion

sourceL believe that at least 50
Soviet and Warsaw Pact combat divisions and additional
support units would be needed to invade, and the Polish
leaders reportedly estimate there would be a total of
603,000 to 800,000 Polish| and Soviet casualties. The
authorities allegedly also believe that Soviet intelligecnce
services calculate the cost in lives at a much higher
level. There is no other|evidence that the Poles have
begun to discuss a possible invasion.

We believe that some| Polish troops would resist a
Soviet intervention, but sources report-
edly think it is likely that larger units up to division
size would fight. They explained that senior-level
Polish officers were alienated from Moscow because of
the letter the Soviets sent to the r.lish Central Com-
mittee. They think the military clearly indicated at
last week's Central Committee plenum that it would not
support any other leaders‘ip team in Poland.

Military officers wh% are members of the Central
Committee did support Kania during last week's meeting,
and party organizations within the military this week
pledged support to the Jaruzelski government. Kania
attended one of these meetings and pointedly thanked
the "comrades in uniform"| for their invaluable support

for the party and its line of renewal. This support,
- he said, was of "great political importance.”
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Soviet and East German Commentary

Soviet media commentary and fasc Cerman activity
suggest that Moscow and its allies continue Lo reserve
judgment on how to deal with the Polish party congress
planned for next month. Comments by East German of-
ficials suggest they have no illusions about rallying
opposition within Poland to the renewal process. Al-
though the East Germans are intent on reviving their
campaign of making contacts with party officials in
Poland, the aim apparently is only to be kept informed
on developments there.

The current lack of a sense of urgency among senior
officials in East Berlin suggests that the East Germans
do not anticipate a Warsaw Pact intervention before the
congress.

The Soviets have reprinted notably strong criticism
from other East European media of the Warsaw regime's
failure to act firmly against "counterrevolutionaries,"
but have confined their own recent commentary to attacks
upon "extremistsg" withi% Solidarity and some elements

"within the Polish media. Moscow has refrained from direct
attacks upon the Polish leaders, and has even accorded
Kania and Jaruzelski moderately favorable television
coverage. 1

\
Moscow may be refraining from strong attacks in
order to preserve the option of attempting sooner or
later to restore a working relationship with the Polish
leaders. They may also fear that a shriller media
campaign would inflame bnti—Soviet sentiment among the
Polish population, and possibly alarm Soviet citizens

as well. %

A Soviet Central Committee plenum will probably be
held Monday. The Central Committee normally convenes at
this time of year, and Poland is likely to be a prime
topic.




