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for Ralaase
Dot 1525,

The Honorable Gsorge K. Mahon, Chmirman
Coamittes on Appropriations .
House oX Representativea
¥Yasghington, B, C, 20518

Dear Mr, Chairmany

You were s0 helpfal last fall when X discussed the prob-
lems of Redio Free Xurope (RYE) and Badio Liberty (RL) with
you that I thought you might now be interedted in a report
on what they have been doing in the past six months,

' RYE has cessed its xass solicitatioa for fuads and no
question bkas been publicly raised about either rudio's Linsuc-

ing. -Furthermore, during the past six months the rsdie« have )

showva that they are & primary source of nevs in their respec-—
tive target areas,

I. Former Ambsssador Gronouski cabled from Warsaw dur-
ing the student demonstratiocs some weeks ago that as much
as 40-88 percent of the student populatioa follewed EYX for
nevs of the riets, particularly im quest of informatiom from
other parts of the country, and that ita mewvs broedcakts vere
"especially sppreciated by the Polish audience.” Amother
Yarsaw report stated that many Poles ware full of praise foxr
RIX's coverage of the nevs, notimg particularly that RYX broad-
cssts obliged the Polish media to resct hastily in their own
nevs trestaent, with considerable fumbling as they sattempted
to presqat their versien ef the facts.

Ambssgador Hillenbrand in Budapeet reported that RFX
bas unqueationably furnished its Hungarism audience with more,
and more timely, information on the Polish riots sad Crech
liberalization than the local medis. TYurther information
received from the Eabacgy in Budapest indicates that R¥K's
pablic appeal seems to be incressimg in Nungary, and that,
in spite of the regime's displeasure, Kungariax officials
listen to it regularly and probably use it as a gauge of
public sentiment and resctiecns. : -
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letters from listezers, broadcast by Eadio Prague
and monitored by R¥X, reveal the Crechoslovak public's
extreme interest in the possible cessation of jamaing of
R¥YE. In response to their expressions, the Crechoslovak
Kinigter of the Interior annocunced that jamming would halt.
later he modified this to apply anly to “legal foreign
broadcasts™ but, although he specifically excluded RFE as
an “"illegal™ radio station, he obliquely indicated that Jam-
ming aof it too might oeese in time. Recently, RFEK monitara
have noted that jamming of the epecial midnight brosdcast
targeted at Crechoelovak intellectusals has in fact stopped.

© Testimony to the efficacy of radie in general--and
BYE in particular-—came recontly im response to Secretary
Busk's 12 Jume request to all U. B, diplosmtic missioms for
suggestions on specific wayx for the United Btates to esll
attention to its efforts in the Paris talks with North Viet-
nam. Ambagsador Killenbrand replied that the officisl medis
o1 the countries of Kast EurTope are offmet by widespread

‘listening to foreign broadcasts and recomsended that maximum

feasible attention be given to publicixing the U. B. position
on BFK and YOA. The Embaesy ix Yarsaw reported that “with
respect to the Polish padlic, we feel that U, 8. broadcast
nedia—vhich are the most effective means of reeching hroad
elements of the Polisk latica/—ahould centimae full
factual ecverage of the talks and other developmeats
relating to Vietaam ™ . - -

EYK's maim programming base is located in Munich
and its relatioos with the ¥est German government are excel-
lent. DPr, Fracs Ruete, hesrd of the Bomx Foreign Offiee's
Political Bepartment II with responsibility for EKast Euro-
pean affairs, teld RYX officials om 3 April; "Ye conzider
that KFX eocntinues to have an importaat role to play, even
in a period marked by a certain process of detente. You
have great recponsibilitiex and we kmow that you are well
avire of thewm." :

II. Bystematic efforts to measure ard evaluate Radie
Liberty's listening aundience in the Soviet Union have demon-
stratod that during the first six months of 1968, RL resched.
rore pecple with grester impact than ever before. Further
advances are likely when, in a technological breskthrough,
four eximting 25C-kilowatt tramemitters in Spain are bawnded
together to form a eingle megawatt transmitter, which sheuld
plerce the currently available jsmming im the Noscow sares
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viiers the elite target audience residon. Prelimirary moni-
toring by our Kxb2ssy in Moscow of initial teats with the
now signal indicates that the broadcasts are resching the
center of Koscow with unprécedented strength,

Badio Liberty's principal progremming priorities im
the last &ix months have centerad ok Boviet intellectual fer-
ment snd on the Eaet Kuropean developwents., A regular flow
of proteat documents from the Russign and Ukrginisn imtel-
lectual undergroumd bhas been acguired by RL and bresdcast
back to the USSR, often at dictation speed, to be recerded
&nd disseninated teo the internsl sadience. Ja April, the
Bussian poet Yevtushenko, spesking with a reproseatative
of Radio lLiberty in Paris, complimented RL for its caverage
cf Kast Kuropean dovelopxents and Soviet intellectual fex—
sent. HKEe urged RL to hroadeast mere protest documents from
Boviet intellectuals and, oa Xastexrn Kurope,

to broadcast the facts, facts and more facts,

Kverything that happens on Cxechoslorakia,

Polard, Riuxanis —everything in detail, im

order thkat pecple in our country shouald

know that it is poesible to move tavraxd
vithout slsaghter and revolution,

but ¢a and (ntelligently.

Oar smost receat forlet defector, a writer and liter-
&y critic wvho vas a colleagus oY Einyavekiy end Daniel, has
told us eategoricmlly that Vesteru radioc is the most impor-
tant siegle source of stimult to the thought and the morale
ol the Boviet iwtelligentxia. Ke believes the West should

In recent mouths, the FEER propegands activities,
singled out "CIA-spoasored” media aad Radic likerty by name
for "misleading and confus{ng” Soviet youth. 8pesking in

the generations.” Other indications of a widespreed youthk
prodblem, undoubtedly influenced by the flov of informatioa
from shroad, kave come from Georgia, Koldavia, sad the
Ukraine, : '

In the fal1l and winter of 1867-68, R1, gave mare
extensive reporting on Boviet persecution ef Ukrainism
nationalist futellectusls tham any other radio statiemn
hroadcasting to the Loviet Unlen. A. P, Bkahsa, Bxrainian
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Party Secretary respounsible fer ideclogical and cultural
effairs, was dexoted on 2P Harch 1968, and Eadia Xiev was:
obliged to present a spaecial interview vwith am official af
the Wxxrainien prosecutor's office ts answver listesmers® quex-
tions which, according to the breedcest, stemmed from the
"moisy eenmation™ created by the foreigm preas and radio
sbout the trials of Uirainign intellectuals. ‘

ITI. Yzu will recell that lset f41] it vam decided te
fund the two radios through 36 Jume 1968 vhile alternstive

axrrangements for- their sponsorship and fimancing beyoend

¥Y 19692 were explaored. In the six months since this deci-
sion to continue their operations, Radie Free Kuirope and
Kadio Liberty, as shown shove, have demonstrated their con-
tinuging effectiveness. I will keep you informed of amy
progreéss we are able to make townrd solving the prohlem ef
what 18 to be dome with these wvaluadle instrumeuts in

*Y 1870,

Respectiully,

[s4 Biobard Helms

Rickasrd Relws
_ Pirector
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