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IRAQ: Leadership Purge

Several senior Iraqi Ba'th Party leaders and ex-
cabinet ministers have been executed and others arrested
since the death of ex-President Bakr on 4 October i

SRR 4 They had lost their
major reshuffle
the regime in late June. Those executedf i

s The death of Bakr, a 2opular figure with
ing ties to the military, removed the major
rallying point for those in the Iraqi leadership opposed
to Saddam. The arrests and executions appear designed
to eliminate the threat altogether. & M :
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