IRAQ: Arrest of President’s Half Brothers . < ' NV 5 3

//President Saddam Husayn has arrested his half brother Barzan
and other family members and has begun a major purge of the Iraq/
security service that Barzan had headed.//

//Two other half brothers and Khayrallah Talfah, the patrlarch of
the family, also have besn arrested, i
28 Security agents reportedly discovered that elements o Iraq s
ruling Tikritl clan were beglnning to plot to remove Saddam.//

//The new director of the security service, General al-Fakhrl, and
his two newly appointed deputies—Saddam's son and ~on-in-law—

i Barzan had followers within civilian and mllltry
lnstltutlons lncludin the Republican Guard Brigades, as well as the

weakens Saddam for the moment. He appears to be trying to stabliize
the situation rapidly by giving important posmons to a new set of
close relatlves and loyalists.//

//The President’s move could provoke an assassination attempt
by supporters of Barzan stili In the regime who fear for thelr positions.
In any event, the turmoll will further lower morale within the
government at a tim when Iran Is making gains on the northern
battlefieids.//g; %
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