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of the suspecidfAsian Aj

-ASIAR AIRLINES AND ITS.PRINCIPAL'OFFICERS

.

A compreher;s4 tve report on Clarencé Hartkggg;bell, Managing Director
ines (See TG Weekly Nos. 24 and 30), has been
issued by the Intelligence Division, Office of Chief of Naval Operations.
The report, which is here condensed and psraphrased, shows painstaking
and persistent study of Asien Airlines' obscure background eand is an
excellent exarmple of the type of investigation and reporting requircd by
‘Intelligence Agenclesq :

Campbell, Australian<born British subject, is strongly sus-
pected of being an important crypto=Communist, -although there
is no actual record aveilavle to confirm his membership in the
Communist Party of Australia. He and his Comnunist associates
operate under the considerable latitude zccorded Communists by
the present Australian\Labor Governmént.

., That Cempbell had secret connections with the Party epe
pears to have been first suspected 1n"943, when there were
indications Lhat he fina:x 16tally assisted vidits of fustralian
Comnunist delegates to Pussia and aided in the fonnatlon of
Communist auxiliary or?aﬁxzaulonq in Australia. Campbell was
then evidently a member of the Austrdlien Labor Party from
which he was reported to have been expelled in 1332, Hs was
subsequently recorded as actively part1c1oating in certain
Communist auxilisry associeticns at Sycn+y, such as "The
Leapue egainst Imperialism”, "United Front", ete.

Campbell is ohe of the legal owncrs of Marxz House, 695-7

- George Street, Sydney. This property was or1g1na11y owned ang

occupied by The Green Coupon Company, the proprietor of which
was Cedric Cuthbert Powell Godhard, another prominent suspected
crypto~Communist. In 1943- 44, the property was purchased from
Godhard for the sum of L 30,000 by Clarence Hart Campbell and
Relph Joseph Gottliebsern {the latfer beirng also a suspected
Con.unlst), toth ectively asaocxnted withk local Parents and
Citizens' Associations. At ttet time it was reported tha% the
property had been purchesed for the Australian Communist Fartiy,
and 1mged1atel“ follow1ng the sale the property was renoveted,
renamegds Marx House" and established as the official heamd-
quarters [o) he Australian Communist Farty. The soclicitor
nepotiating the sele was Mr, d. Bgigfeeney, & reported Communist
and legal advocate for Communists im™ the law courts. The fact
that Marx House remains privately-owned safeguards the Party's
interests in the event of it ever being sisbanded by Governmment
action. Campbell and his esscciaste owner of the building aprear
to enjoy the implicit trust of the Party.
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In 1845, Campbell took an activ\part in the formetion

of the Communist-inspired Auotra11an~1ndonesian Association at
Sydney and was appointed zne of its first vice~presidents.
Yhis associstion was wrinarily formed &o support the Indonesian
¥epublican Freedom Kovement in the Nethcrlands Bast Indies. T+
tormaticn was’ uonveﬂp$ated by certain Sydney Comnuniste even
before the Irdonesian Fevolution comnenced. Early in 1546.

Campbell wes prominent in the formation of the Austrelia~India
Assoeiabion, of which he became &n executive member. Much of -
the Assgo ciation's businsss wes trensacted from Campbell’s ori-
vate address st Alexandrie. In 1946 he was aiso 1nsrrnmohta7
in forming she Indian Seements Unicn at Sydney. snd haé execu
tive influence in iﬁﬁ» I“ late 1945 Campuell U‘JF an active and
prominent par ing and. cerganizing stri king Irdonssian
Seamer from Du » Yollowing the cutbreak of tihs Indo-
rnesian Revciution in Java. He also wes active in extending
this seamen's strike to other indien crews imported to Auvstrelis
by the Jutch to man their immebilized ghipe irn Australian poris

€ . - -

In 1947, Campbell was in Singspore and Indornesia on a
number of occasicns for the purpose of visiting the ladonssian
Republicer Headquerters «ith which he was evidently jpersons

j )

prata.  during that yvear. he wes arrczn 2d unofficial provisicns)

Indonesian Trede Comnissicner in Australia by the Inionesien
Reuublican Govermment, ©ut wes not off ficially recopnized ag sych
¢y either the Australian or Duteh Governments sni was subseo
yuently veplaced by sn (..ionesian.

Campbell was introguced in 1947 o the originel founders of
the Asjen Airlinas Pty. itd., fhrough Ceonmunist shennels, tre
avenue bein; from Fupert Lockwood {Essociste editor of "Trinuns

ard meuber of the vertrm} Committee -of the Party), te Jack Wellis
i Comaun:st, occupying an of'fice in Marx House as the ex- sarvice-
men's ren“b111tat1cn oiz*cer 5i" the Communist Sarty}.  Jask
YWells then introduced Campbelil after sounding uut the *oaﬁd.
Setween : : lecemker 1948, and 7 jan mary 1847, &mpbaaA Tis: e
Port Moresby, osiensibly on orivate commercisl business. E.
route, he stayed at the haadguarters of the Indonesinin Inde~
nondence Mevement in Brisuane.

o

Invsstigsticon of Asian ﬂﬁr”ines;'e;,ly hiscery wvevsals thas
about April 1947, s re eputable individuel named Bu rso,ne was i
Sydney secking ‘c re abli tate himself ang enlarge his exs
agency business intercsts, Purgoyne was intrecduced o 4 aen
named Kennedy who msde busi S overtures to Burgoyns. Tue
latter wis 1mp‘eusvd Wit possibilityes of ereating sn Air
Trading Company at 3 ingavore. Fsnnedy took the initiative and
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advertised locally for sirmen cxperiencgd with Catalinas,
From the epplicants he selocted PBriclwocd, Trevitt and

i gins, young ex-sirmen seeking to re-establish themselves.
Ther were to. become me-hers of the company when forned, &nd

eentrol of the funds, continued his imposition un all Chese
parties until the funcs were cecoming exhausted. le haa
falsely claiaed that »n owred 8 Catalina at Rathmines, which
of Coumonweelth Disposals. What with
'::rtne..vr" and the # 4.%,F., and failing -
and attempted to raise anothe:

~d cover his tracks, J‘govne hac

Burpoyve met by chance in
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Shortly after this, Burgoyne was epiroachcd by Jdack Wells {from

umcr-m : t¢ him, but who was acguaintcd with

thie airling. Wells mentioned Camptel
o

Msrx liouse}
ohie finsag
ventually introduced Panxuelj

Company. The monsy was duly
rchaned.  JDemphell wvnd the ciher
emelyis decenticn and dig-
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s e Lh sewsrs:
aine adlitusnel Angsg Jniok
cnweslth

yne sventually kacace lissat
centrol ol the company,. And resi:nedh Canpoe
entrol of the conpeany- S
sppeared o heve the scle idea of opera‘c"
Indonesia. He had piaﬂ; of thut ©
South Bast comst of Sumatra as s likely st
bese. hile at cgmpbe’l‘s n.ome on one cccesion.
served him switeh on his radig to the zher
i )

inte the Ircdons RI¥A
A

ien @ .“,g.'i".lv-r- DIOEARJWARTA.

usuelly mcssares of welcome came aver
Australisu listeners. Carpbell took nek
Barrmoyne inferred thy he wss atle to et
&nid Indonesia ham to s conzact
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hsd Lo subscribe & 300 each for which they would receive three
hundred & 1 shares ir +.he compeny when formed. Kennedy., with

of Reanedy and the {rawd wa:
cwond whom he had gproviecusly kuows

as asgacisted wlth Sun Hewspaper Fact Vepazine.
versation, Bursoyne disclosed to Locke

Lo zdvance = 1,000, insisting on
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iust sfioros oy ﬁsian sirlines bo operate into Scutheast

Asra inclaas s roested “sarvey T1lipht” to'Japan- -This feilcd
to rctorislize tecaw thie )owarn-‘nt of ‘Civil &¢iation in
fustralis dld not wrovide che uacessa"“ iicenrse, although it
apsearcd antil the last aoment khot it would do 0. The, Depart.
aeut-of Civil Aviation was wulso prepered to grant Asien Airlines
license tec gperzte to lulayaw-until Lae welayan authoritios
dhsuzelves rofused bo sunction such. e service, Itrensely encu o,
cve'al reliable inferaants bave assorded Lhat whe Eritish
g thoritics in Yeleyw wore not swire of the acbivitics of
C!ar@mue gnrd Campbell and Asian osirlices until fagtrelian newss
sen on the scene Leran asking questions.

g

Asiun ~irlines is by no actng imactive.  dencris -iisclose
anany recently advertised for uir crews ex rlcnaea

and with oversess experience. It i 2P S B0
seriy instenbtion of the coninny bo tranﬂ?cr itﬁ
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e3 und staff %o notthiern aress, but it is aei
ne dedtinution is indorcslia, Male/s or tha Chins é: /
stated sose tive gre Lhat he in.peovied to -
L5 ag the iney arent of the cux sny. 1% has s
b othat el 18 au’ o to Conmumiat erg: PR
Larx bouse, h:dney};' . ) - o
\
~—
helieved bthnb -
pover anc
1irlines "ckartwr :
e Iro that Covermment poruait i
China {with or without e uove”nnﬁr s parnissina}i
By& i wxconbir- the ; ) end Indonesia. i
would appear Shat Asian.niriines tent fri end at court,
i the person of the Mi ) ﬂlrt, Nreoon JNDard, i 7

any oilher ceountry, end unier almos t iy other governaent, the
Uireciors ol Asian air Ilnfm woul:id - Ja&l fer Lheir

“

enid coliaclive sinse In Australia, howerver, thes are
rd

&
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in Joljtlca¥ latbor CerlCu, vivth 00¢4ue reaonstrations or
in open conversations :ore suited to clandesitine mects

Campbeil recently sttumpied to reassure suteh Consular ofiiciuls in
Austrelis concerniug his pres E

ious clandestine acuivities snd tricd to

nake & case for the {uiure non-scheduled cperstions of ﬁsian Airiines

into the Lsst Tndies. Cawwbell denicd chat he is & vommunist zud maine
1

taincd btnat he is in business for srofit. lle asserted tha® dsien Air-
iines now has. o {flezt of 10 Catalinas. =hich are weing reconditioned,
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and that he plans to develep non-scheduled servicss between "varicus
islands” and she Anstralian meinland.  He raguesied permissior: to meke
certain luniiags in Gutch'nerritcry in th2 ssurse of a projected
"survey '1i-ht” to explore the vossililisy of operating betwecn Siau,
Indo China. Bor w agg Yaleya. Realizing thet his Corger assoziaticn
with the Iscuresian Republicuns had prejudiced his case, Canpbell
Vlandly sdva:ced as evidence of his trustworthiness the fact that nis
airersft 10 crews are covered by un insurance selicy thet would become
13 ey sged 1n tilenal operations or contravened civil

' : woe, Lo osubmit his eirera’t to
gierifisd powns It is uniikely that
Heeherianis Goreenment of he |

~f Ris sroposad cir apelrations.
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