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THIS 13 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONTENT s nnunv!.

SOURCE

THAT MOST OF TEE PROVINCES HAVE PLACE THE ENTIRE

FESPONSIBILITY FOR THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM (SHP) ON THE INDIVIDUAL DISTRICT

CHIEFS, FEW OF WHOM ARE EQUIPPED TO COPE WITE IT. IN TURN, THE DISTRICT CHIEFS
IEPEND ON THE LOCAL POFULATIOR TO FINANCE THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING THE PROVISION
OF FOOD AND LODGINGS FOR THE CIVIC ACTION TEAMS AND SELF-IEFENSE CORPS MENEERS
CHBARGED WITH SHP RESPONSIRBILITIES. AFIER PAYING THE COST, THERE IS USU/LLY VERY
LITTLE LEFT OVER FOR THE OTHER ASPECTS OF THE PROGRAM. THE VILLAGERS, MOREOVER,
BCCOME IRRITATED AT EEING FORCED TO CONTRIBUTE TO SOMETHING TEAT PRODUCES NQO
TANGIBILE RESULTS. EOWEVER, IT BAS NOT BEER DIFFICULT TO PREVENT THE GOVERIMENT

FROM FINDING OUT THF TRUE SITUATICN. PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS AND OTHZRS CONCERNED
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WITH TEE EEP SYMPATEIZE WITH CNE ANOTEER ANXD CAN X COUNTED ON KOT TO REVEAL
THE TRUE S8ITUATION. FURTHFRMORE, VISITCRS DO KOT RELISE TEE PROSFECT CF
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GUIIED TO GNLY THOSE ARFAS WEICE THE LOCAL CFFICIALS WISH THEEM TO SEE.

2. PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS OF CENTRAL VIETNAM CLAIM THAT MOST VILLAGES
ARE TOO POCR TO FROVIIE MCRE FUNDS F(R THE SHP, BUT THE CFFICIALS CONTINUE TO 3
° ;\?'.'
COOPERATE WITH TEE GOVERRMENT OFFICIALS DIRCCTLY CCORCERNED WITE TEE PROGRAM. -
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THEY SUBMIT PERICDIC PROGRESS REPCRTS AND ATTEND SHP (R RELATED TRAINING COURSES

AS DIRECTED. ' THE REPORTS SHOW THAT OVER 250 STRATEGIC HAMLETS HAVE BEEN
COMPLETED, WAEREAS ONLY POUR ACTUALLY EXIST, AND ONLY OKE OF THE FOUR MEETS
MOST OF THE REQUIREMENTS PR A STRATEGIC HAMIET. TER FOUR HAMLETS ARE LOCATED
IN TZRRITORY CONTROLLED BY THE GOVERMMENT. MOST OF TEE HAMLETS LISTED AS
COMPLETED MEET ONLY ONE CR MORE OF THE VERY BASIC REQUIREMENTS, SUCH AS HAVING
A FENCE AROUND TEE HAMLET. WITH THE ADVENT OF THE POPULAR FORCES PROGRAM,
LITTIX NOTICE IS ERING PAID TO TEE SEP.
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