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American Priest Slain in Gaatemala

Father Stanley F. Rother, an American missionary priest in San-
tiago Atitlan, Guatemala, was murdered in his bedroom in_the parish
house at approximatcly 0400 hours local time on 28 July. The sole
witness to part of the murder, Francisco Bocel, who is the brother of
Father Rother’s lormer assistant, stated that three tall men. w..aring
civilian clothes and ski masks entered his room and asked where Padre
Francisco was. The men, who spoke Spanish and were “Ladines™ (non-
Iadian), had looked in the upstairs rooms before entering Bocel’s room.
They placed 2 gun to his head and ordered him to call Father Rother,
who was sleeping downstairs. (Father Rother had not slept in his bed-
room upstairs since he returned from Oklahoma City in April after
leaving Guatemala in January because of death threats.) Bocel refused
the order, but they forced him downstairs where e knocked on the door
and told Rother that some men wanted to sce him. When Rother opened
the door, the men jumped him and ordered Bocel 1o return to his room
and lock the door. Bocel heard noises of a struggle, followed by two
shots. After staying in his room about 20 minutes, during which time he
heard the men going through the house, Bocel found Rother’s body on
the floor. He then ran to the back of the church property where the nuns
and an American nurse were staying. The nurse determined that Rotlier

was dad.-

Medical personnel stated that two ballets had entered Father
Rother's head. One bullet entered the lower jaw and remained lodged in
the bonie on the opposite side. The second bullet, which caused the death,
entered the left temple and passed through the bead, leaving a large hole
on the right side. A slug and 2 casing found at the scene indicated that
the bulicts were 9mm of Smith and Wesson manufacture. The priest had
bruises on his body, probably inflicted by the attackers, and on his hands.

A motive for the murder is still unclear even though threc men have
been arrested in connection with the crime. The three in custody have
admitted to an attempted robbery. If robbery were the motive, only a
small amount of cash was taken from a petty cash bog and such items as
a transistor radio, calculator, and hunting knife were left in place. Ef-
fects in Rother’s room, other than an overturned end table and lamp,
were in order. Rooms in the rest of the house “appeared”™ to have been
ransacked; drawers had been pulled cut and the contents emptied on the
floor but boxes and a chest had not been touched. The unanswered
question is why in a robbery attempt the men would specifically ask for
Fatner Rother, as Bocel testified. @

Rother spoke fluent Cachiquel, bnc of the major local dialects, and

spent 13 years working among the Txutujil Indians. In January, a parish-
ioner warned the priest that he was in “extreme danger™ and that he
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should leave immediately. On 28 January, Rother and his Indian priest
assistant, Father Pedro Bocel (Francisco’s brother), left Guatemala for
Okiahoma City. In April Rother returned to Santiago Atitlan believing
that things had quicted down for him, but Bocel remained in semi-hiding
in Guatemala City because he was still marked for execution. In an April
interview, Rother believed that the troubles in the area began in January
1980 when a group of gucrrillas took over the town. As a consequence,
military patrols entered the area and were belicved o have established a
network of “orejas™ (cars/informers). In October 1980 the Guatemalan
Army sct op a2 camp close to Santiago Atitlan. In the ensuing months,
according to Rother, people would be taken away and cither be killed or

disappear. @ ~

The missionaries in the area working with Rother were not known to
be social activists and had scaled down their socially orieated programs.
The work of the clinic in which Rother had been involved was trans-
ferred to Project Concern, and he no longer ran the co-op farm nor the
school that translated the Bible into the Indian dialect. Radio Atitlan,
which had been funded by the Oklahoma Diocese of the Roman Catholic
Church, bad been shut down. In recent months, Rother had been occu-
pied solely with pastoral work. (P

Guatemalan President Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia has ordered 2
full investigation and promised his cooperation. Whether a right-wing
death squad was responsible for Rother’s murder remains to be seen. It
seems unlikely, however, that Lucas or other high-level government offi-

cials would have sanctioned the murder of 2 U.S. priest when the Gov- '

ernment of Guatemala is trying to improve relations with the US. Gov-
emment. @B ‘
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(ETord Bere=s Re=mabxs n# Hostage & Gaatesaia

CliiTord Berens, the American muamager of the Cemtem=miae smab=d-
tary of Geody=zr Tirs Company who wi Tdrapred i 7 Decomine
1930, remaies in e 2ands of 3= cptor. Seo tae imue of 10 Cecmmiber
1930.) ()

Rec=it r3ids ca talebonzer Selongmy o the Cronimitoe of Paome
is Arms (ORPA) >y Cuatemaian ofTicals tummed 3p decomezts that
mdiaate CRPA w2z rmponsible for the Bdaappiag, e dommes 4z
xxt orovide s 1s o e location of Beves, 2nd thems @ ne o=t
mrarsaticn o e staras of the negotiatiors. Toae amommt CRPA ==
demaded for Bis o 5 USSIO million. Beves = 122 cady UUSL
mizen corrently Sciag eld basape anyryaots By 2o totoet gooan. 2
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT INTERNATIONAL

27 July 1981

" Guatemala,
Santiago Atitlan

TERRORIST INCIDENTS

American Missionary Priest Assassinated in Guatemala

Father Stanley Rother, an American missionary priest, was shot and
killed around midnight at his mission in Santiago Atitlan in Southern
Guatemala about SO miles from Guatemala City. The priest had been
warmed his life was in danger in January 1981 and had come to the
United States for a time but returned to Guatemala in April. Thres
men were arrested and charged with murdering the priest whena be
tried 10 sinp them from robbing his church. (U)




