 DIRECTORATE OF
INTELLIGENCE.
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~ SINo-SoVIET BorDER CONFRONTATION FASES

.No7shootiﬁg“has-been.re¥. S

ported in the area of the dis-
puted island in the Ussuri River-
on the San Soviet border-since:
19- March
appears to have'stabilized. - So- -
viet mll;tary attention to this:
sector of the border has remained:

During. the past week' Pe—fJ

'7ﬁk1n§hasshown little intérest. in

~ continuing propaganda exploita- -
- tion. of the border. conflict,
-probably belleves it has’ already
made- a strong case regarding
ownership of the island.
commentary on the clashes has

all but ended and there have been_
no .anti-Soviet demonstrations in
Chlna for almost two weeks.

v Sov1et propaganda output is
still voluminous ‘with -the -accent
largely on patriotic themes.
There is also a hint of a shift
~.in focus from the disputed island

‘and ‘the situation ‘there.

_and. . |, : 1tux
”tabllshlng “the present “frontiers
..as "unequal treaties"”

Chlnese,i

~talks in 1964.-

'£5:thé larger issué'cf”bardér“aé;

marcation. On 20 March two So-

‘- viet newsmen privately informed

that a state-.

A;ment on .the border.situation.was L
,belng prepared.that.would eéxpress.. . . .

.a ' willingness to discuss. broader

‘boundary demarcation problems as-
| well-as a solution to the disa-
:-greement over the dlSputed ‘isTand.”

’ Although o statement“has yet

_'come forth, Mdscow might’ profess

ca w1111ngness to negotiate-in or-

| der to gain a propaganda advan- = -
1 tage.
"doubtedly realize that Peking"

~ would demand a Soviet recognition

The Russians, however, un-

of .the 19th century treaties es-

before en-
tering into any border negotia-
tions.’
statement on 10 March denounced
Moscow for refusing .to .concede..

this p01nt during the boundary

. Asa result,,any
serious dialogue on border prob-
‘lems seems unlikely, Sprlng floods

will inundate the island .in ‘a few

‘weeks and reduce the chance of

~ further clashes.

ToP spdRET N

28 Mar 69

Page 10

WEEKLY REVIEW

‘A Chinese Foreign Ministry




