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IRAN: Possible Use of New Antiship Missile .

Iran will weigh the risks and benefits carefully before using s ;.
new Silkworm (HY-2) antiship cruise misslies. Tehran's desire to .

avold provoking superpower Intervention will probably ensure O (b)&) L) [ )
that the cautious, selective targeting that has characterized its = ) 3
previous attacks on shipping will be applied to the Silkworms.

The weapon nonetheless gives Tehran a potent new instrument to

pressure the Perslan Gulf states and Iraq. The prospect of an

Increased superpower presence in the Perslan Guif might .

prompt iran to demonstrate the missile's destructive capability i

soon, bef he risk of provoking US or Sovlet Intervention goes ;f'*'ﬁ"

and

I;an more than a year ago purchaéed
ch with four launchers and about

batteries have been delivered so far. Iran ts planning several Silkworm
launchsites, two of which—at Qeshm Island and Kuhestak—are ready
for use; it su fully test-fired a missile from Qeshm late last month,

g R

Tehran may decide that firing the missile at a live target would yield
important benefits. A demonstration of the Silkworm's capabiliities
would underscore the Khomeini regime’s displeasure with the
continued support for Iraq by the Guif Arab states more effectively
than would attacks by helicopters or gunboats. Foliowing such an
attack, uncertainty in the world ofl market about tentions
and the availability of oil would push up oil prices

Iran may also want to fire a Silkworm before there are more
Superpower ships in the Persian Gulf. Reports of US and Soviet offers
to protect Kuwaiti shipping may prompt Tehran to attack an
unprotected tanker before such arrangements increase the ri
inadvertently hitting a vessel belonging to elther_superpower.“
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