The dahger in t‘l‘r;Persian Gu}f to marlth;;o‘ trade, Incl hg
Soviet flag ships, and to oll faciiities Is growlng.ﬂ .

The Soviet merchant ship ivan Korote
" the lower Persian Gul

ev was attacked Wednesday in-
‘ Press = . ., -
.. reports say that Iran ¢onducied the atl CK and {hat the Soviet shipis = .
~ being'repaired In Ad Dammam." According to sources of varying = "
rellability, this week Iran also attacked two tanke
-that fired rocket-propelled grenades, ‘and a third was attacked byan
Iranian frigate that launched a variant of the Seakiller antiship misslle -
but failed to hit the target | R

Iragi warplanes struck Iran's Sassan offshore oilfield Wednesday,
according to shipping sources. Fears that Iran will retaliate by
attacking Abu Dhabl's nearby Abu al Bukhysh oiifield have

France to withdraw 75 excatriate workers, :

the fiow of Soviet arms to Iraq through Kuwalt. Recently Iran’s
rhetoric has become increasingly harsh; Tehran publicly criticized the
USSR on Thursday as the “main purveyor” of arms and equipment to
Iraq. The attack was aiso probably intended to back up Tehran's

warnings to the Guif Arab states, particul Kywait, that superpower

protection does not make them immung

The Soviets probably will protest strongly and may call for an
international conference to end the war. They may aiso Increase their
naval presenca in the Gulf beyond the destroyer and minesweeper
now there, but the nearest Soviet combatants—other than two
minesweepers—are at least a week away.

International shippers are likely to become more anxious, but unless
either Iran or Iraq significantly increases its attacks, the movement of

c>llI arms, or other cargoes will probably change little.

It remains unclear whether the iranian attackers,
probably Revolutionary Guards, knew they were striking a Soviet ship
and whether this action was approved by senior government officials.
An officlally sanctioned attack would underscore Iranian
dissatisfaction with Moscow. However, the message from this strike is
that a superpower flag alone will not provide protection and that ships
in trade with Kuwait will require escort. This could lead to greater
warship presence In the Gulf. Tehran has tried to avold superpower
Involvement in the seven-year-old war. There is insufficient evidence
to indicate that Tehran has changed this basic policy.
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