The North Koreans show no
signs of retreating from the
confrontation with the US pro-
voked by their seizure of the
Pueblo and 1its crew.

They appear to be gambling
on the assumption that, by hold-
ing the crew as hostages, they
can deter US military reprisals,
force the US to restrain the
South Koreans, and prolong the
confrontation. Their immediate
aim apparently is to maintain
diversionary pressures on the US
at a high level during the cur-
rent country-wide Communist of-
fensive in South Vietnam. Over
the longer term, Pyongyang prob-
ably hopes these tactics will
aggravate US - South Korean re-
lations, discredit the Seoul gov-
ernment, and extract valuable
concessions from the US.

The North Koreans are con-
tinuing the defiant stance they
adopted during the Military
Armistice Commission meeting on
24 January. In official state-
ments and propaganda, Pyongyang
has maintained it acted within
its rights as a sovereign state,
and that the Pueblo was engaged
in hostile activity in North Ko-
rean territorial waters. Pyong-
yang has attempted to document
its version of the incident by
broadcasting an alleged confes-
sion and other statements by the
commander of the Pueblo. More-
over, Communist propaganda has
attempted to connect the Pueblo
with the war in Vietnam. The
commander was said to have stated
his mission was in preparation
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for a "new war" of aggression in
Asia and that the US regards Ko-
rea and Vietnam as "two fronts
of the war.

The MNor¥h Koreans have
avoided specifying conditions
for the release of the Pueblo
and its crew. Pyongvang has,
however, repeatedly condemned
efforts to involve the UN. A
high-ranking North XKorean leader
complained on 31 January that
the US was seeking a solution
through "illegal discussions at
the United Nations." He went
on to observe that "there is a
precedent for the treatment of
similar cases at the Korean Mil-
itary Armistice Commission."

This "precedent" probably
refers to negotiations at Pan-~
munjom in 1963-64 over the fate
of two US helicopter pilots
downed in North Korea. 1In its
desire to extract maximum propa-
ganda value from that case, how-
ever, Pyongyang kept the negotia-
tions going for 13 months before
releasing the pilots.

Despite their militant stand,
nothing the North Koreans have
done suggests they are about
to embark on large-scale hostil-

Propaganda state-
ments claim that the country
is "prepared to counter any
provocations or surprise inva-
sion."
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“Another sign of South Xorean

uneasiness was a suggestion in

a Seoul newspaper editorial on

31 January that the government

might have to consider withdrawing
roops from South Vietnam 1Zf

the US reduced its forces in the

Korean area following & settle-

ment of the Pueblo crisis.




