KOREA

The North Koreans continue.
to act on the assumption that they
can prolonc the impasse over the
Pueblo inc‘den;zw*Hou* incurring
serious risks of US military pres-
sire to sacure ene ralease of the
crew. Pyongvanc's most recent
maneuver +o exer=c* 2 formal US
apclogv was to broadcast an ooven
letter to President uohnson, pur-
porcedly written by the entire
Pueblo crew, urging the President
to take the necessarv measures"”

1

to obtain their release.

The main thrust of the letter
was to eﬂpnaSLZe the futility of
denving that the Pueblo had vi-
olated North Korean waters because
Pvongvang has "irrefutable evi-
dence" ZIrom the ship's documents

and charts. The letter claimed
for the first time that the
Pueblo had operated within North
Korean waters for ten days, and
disc1osec that the crew had "con-
essed eve*vthluc truthfully"”
and had aDOlOngEd to the North
Korean Government. Finally, the
letter endorsed Pyvongyang's right
to insist on an apology and a
guarantee against further in-
trusions as the price for re-
turning the crew.

The Soviets promptly re-
ported on the open letter to the
President but commentary on
the Pueolo incident is now guite
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sparse, reflecti
tinued desire *to
in low key.

ng Mcscow's con-
clay the affair

In South Korea, tension re-
sulting from the capture of the
Pueblo and the North Korean raid
on the presidential palace is
graduall i
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