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1. MIDDLE EAST: DEVELOPMENTS IN THE RED SEA ‘
_ ' ]
PRESIDENT MUBARAK 1S BLAMING LIBYA FOR THE RED SEA MININ 3 E
DESPITE A RENEWED CLAIM OF RESPONSIBILITY BY ISLAMIC JIHAD. i b S
. : ' S
AN ANONYMOUS CALLER YESTERDAY TOLD A WESTERN NEWS AGENCY IN A
BEIRUT THAT THE MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALIST ORGANIZATION HAD LAID THE G
MINES. HE DENIED ANY INVOLVEMENT BY LIBYA OR IRAN;- 63 E
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MUBARAK, IN A LATER PRESS CONFERENCE
AND BLAMED TRIPOLI FQOR THE EXPLOSION '
PART IN THE MINING,

: WITHOUT EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY, CAIRO MAY START TQ
PLAY DOW EARLIER SUSPICIONS OF AN IRANIAN ROLE IN THE RED SEA
-EXPLOSIONS. THE EGYPTIANS HOPE -TO HAVE A ROLE IN NEGOTIATING AN END
TO .THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR THROUGH‘THE'NONALIGNED‘MOVEMENT; AND THEY HAVE
R~CE1;Ey MADE DISCREET ATTEMPTS TQ IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH TEHRAN,
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