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5 Israeli political influence in Lebanon, north of the security zone, will

’ = . remain marginal and mainly covert. The growing Syrian, Palestinian®»and
Iranian influence in Lebanon encourages Lebanese militias to contact
Israel, but it is also the major constraint on the development of dceper fies.
Except for the ASL and. to a lesser extent, the LF, major Lebanese militias

-4 eschew an overt relationship with Israel for fear of stimulating strong

opposition among Lebanese Muslims and a violent response by both Syrian

- forces and the radical Shia Hizballah.qm
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Impetus for Lebanese Militias® Ties to Israel

Although cach Lebanese militia has its own reasons
for maintaining ties o Tel Aviv, we believe that fear
ol growing Syrian, Palestinian, and Iranian influence
. in Lebanon compels most key militias to seck out
Israeli liaisons.' We belicve the decp sense of uncer- ,
tainty about the future among ali Lebanese factions,
coupled with thé pragmatism of many Lebanese .
politicians, will ensure that Lebanese groups continue
these associations with Israel as a counterweight to
dangerous opponents within and outside Lebanon:
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The Isracli commitment to the ASL stems from Tel
Aviv's belicf that the security zone is essential for the
protection of Israel’s northern settlements against
radical Palestinian and Hizballah attacks.

(1) b(3)

_ The ASL units sustain
most of the casualties and bear the brunt of the
fighting in the zone, which minimizes Israeli losses—a

- iti itive jssue in Israel.




h

~ 4Copyrighted material from the

- Ui dicrsh o L
- has been removed from Dage(s)m ) ( ‘7(

This Material may be viewed in the CIA Readihg Room or
‘requested directly from thiecopyright holder.

' .'

=




COPYRIGHT MAT h2 AL b

(1) b (@)
N ey IDF units are not stationed in Jazzin because it- fies
& i “outside the security zone. Nonclhclcss when Jazzig \
. ) B Isracl's Ministry of Defensc N
b (ﬂ b (3) i Coor mator for Lebanesé Affairs, Uri Lubrani, - ‘0\%

.7 Joined several IDF officers visiting Jazzin publicly in
s April 1988, 2 move many Lebanese interpreted as
v showing support for Lahad and his political ambi-

tions. G-
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Amal. Lébanon's largest Muslim militia, Amal, is
caught between its close ties to Syria and its goal of
stabilizing*southern Lebanon—which makes contact
with Israel a virtual necessity. Amal, which traces its
origins to Imam Musa Sadr in 1975, transformed the
once politically quiescent Lebanese Shias into both a
political force and a powerful militia. More secular
and pragmatic than the radical fundamentalist group
Hizballah, Amal strives to increase the Shia political
rolc in Lebanon without necessarily destroying the
present political system. Amal leader Nabih Barri,
although criticized by more radical members for his
close political and military links to Damascus, cannot
afford to weaken his.ties to Syria. In our view, Syrian
batking has helped Barri maintain Amal's position in
Lebanese politics despite Amal's severe internal frag-

mentation. SNl . . ; ¥

Barri nonetheless is hard pressed in his efforts to
pres¢rve Amal's role as representative of the Lebanese
~—=Ghias in the face of stiff challenges from i
- backed Hizballah

b3'

arri spent over 100 days in
Damascus in the winter of 1987 and returned to
Beirut only after the Syrian Ara,,b’ﬂrmy entered the
city. In our view, radical Shias believe that Amal has
lost its legitimacy to Hizballah. Afraid of being
- viewed as an Isracli sympathizer. Barri does not
hesitate to criticize Israél publicly 1o fend off Hizbal-
lah criticism and promote his activist huage among
. the southern Shias—Amal's traditional constituency.
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Israeli Perception of Amal and the Security Zone b (1 ) b (3)

ﬂkrael Jaces tough dilemmas in -
soutkern Lebarnon. The Israelis recognize that bol-

stering Amal is esxential 1o stabilizing the area, but
they will not take the steps that Amal believes are
necessary for the Shia moderates 1o overcome the
dangerous influence of their rival, Hizballah. Amal
has long demanded Israel s full withdrawal from the
. Security zone ayd the disbanding of the predominant-
"Iy Christian Army of South Lebanon (ASL).

el Aviv has
long stated that its troops would leave Lebanon if the
Security situation stabilized. Because Israeli Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has made withdeawal contin-
gent on at least six months aof calm on the northern
border—which the Israelis are convinced,Amal can-
not achieve—we do not foresee an Israeli withdrawal
Srom the security zone or a lessening in Tel Aviv's
support for ASL forces. gl
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Since Istacl's withdrawal to the security zone in
1985, Amal has conducted only a few token attacks in
the area. Israel's airstrikes in Lebanon have been 0 (’\) b (3)
targeted against Palestinian or Hizballah positions,
not those of Amal. In military sweeps north of the
zone, the Israclis have avoided engaging Amal forcgs.
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_ Isracli terests in southern Lebanon

converge in many respects with those of Amal and.
indirectly, with some of those of Amal’s bencfactor,
Syria. The Israelis arc determined 16 keep the Pales-
tinians and Hizballah—Amal's primary adversaries—
from staging attacks against Israel from southern
Lebanon, and Amal’s Syrian-abetted military opera-
tions against Palcshman camps and Hizballah bases
further this goal” At the height of the Beirut camps
wars in 1986, for example, Tel Aviv stepped up
airstrikes against key Palestinian positions in tacit
support of Amal. G
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