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SU3JECT  PRESIDENT THIEU'S MESTING WITH VICE PRESIDENT
\ KY &M THE SENIOR GINERALS TO DISCUSS CABINET

RZORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMEWNT POLICIES

ACQ IZTN-Y, SAIGON <16 MAY 19G8) FIELD NO,

SUMMARY 2
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. ING THE S4ME DAY WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, THIS(U REFUSED TO DISCUSS WITH KY

THE GEMSRALS HIS CABINET RZORGANIZATIOMN: PLANS, BUT SAID HE “OULD
RIVIAL THEM BY‘}ﬁ_MAY.F (KY- CLAINED LATER THAT THIZU HAD ALSO REFUSZ D"O

DISCUSS HIS SPECIFIC PLANS WITH RIM IV PRIVATE.) THIEU ALSG TURNED
ASIDE THE GENERALS' PLEAS FOR A MORE AUTHORITARIAN STYLE OF GOVERNING

AND FOR A CANCELLATION OF THIEU'S REFGRMS IN PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRAT IO

-'THE MILITARY WILL RELUCTANTLY ACCEPT THIEU'S . |
- - Y -N? -. !

DECISIONS AND WILL NOT OPPOSE TRAN VAN HUONG®S APPOINTMENT AS PRIMZ

Sl

MINISTER BUY WOULD RESIGN ALONG WITH KY 'IF 'KEY MILITARY GR FCLICE

OFFICIALS WERE REMOVED. END SUMMARY.

L.
ViIcE
PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY AND THE s:mxoafsrwanALs
MET WITH PRESIDENT. NGUYEN VAN THIEU O i5 MAY .
TO DISCUSS THIIR DISSATISFACTION WITH THE PER-
FORMANCE AND POLICIES OF THE THIZU GOVERWMENT

EAPLIER THAT DQY THE .

CINERALS HAD MZT WITH KY AT THE JOINT CENERAL
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ADDITION TO MY AND KHANHG
D OCOYPS COMMAMDERN LIEUTENANT
GINIRAL HCANG XUAY LAM; Il CORPS CONMANDER MAJOR

J NCVu LAY, IV CORPS COMMANDIR MAJOR
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QRUANG VIEN, AND MIVISTER CF R:VOLUTIONQ’"
DIVELOPMENT LIEUTEMANY JZNTRAL NGUYEN BQG TRI,

2. IN TRE MAIN THZ GEHEIRALS® THZSIS AS

v

CRITICAL DAYy, wWiTH REFIESENTATIVES OF THE
UNITED STATES AMD NORTH VIETNAM MEETING IN
PARIS, AND WITH THT EHEMY AP?LYIMG ﬁAKiMUﬁf.
PRISSURE IN THE HOPE OF AYTAINING DECISIVE’

MILITARY AND POLITICAL VICTQRIEG AND

O0F INFLUZHCING PZACE TALKS, THET GOVERMMENT

-3T 3E SYRONG, DECISIVT AND TIGHVYLY ORGANIZED. -

;-E -E‘T : . . , -;: 2
/ - ‘w—. o : . . e H
- . : - . R o S 'hf

—

L3570 e U' .

’




IN 12467

: —

PAGE L4 OF 9 PAGES

f:fé’ )

BY THE NAT 0NAL ASSEMSLYSUNT IL THE CRISIS. SUBSIDES.
THE GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY MUST FUNCTION AS ONE, ~
NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO EXPERIMENT WITH CONCEPTS OF
CIVILIAN ADMINISTRATION WHICH MAY BE SUITABLE IN
TINE OF PEACE BUT ARE INADEQUATE IN & UART LAE
SITUATIO? '
3. THE CORPS COMMANDERS SPECIFICALLY
ASKED THIEU TO CANCEL HIS PROJECTED OVERHAUL OF THE
PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM UNTIL AFTER THE WaR.
THEY COMPLAINED THAT THE CHANGES WHICH ALREADY
HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED HAVE SO FRAGMENTED THE RESPON-
SIBILITY FOR DECISION MAKING AND WEAKENED COORDINATION
BETWEEN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES IN THE
PROVINCES, THAT IT IS DIFFICULT FOR THE CORPS
COMMANDERS TO DO THEIR JOBS.
4. IN RESPONSE THIEU SATD THAT HE T00 wAS
DISTURBED BY THE DEL IBERATE. PACE OF THE NATIQNFE_
ASSZMELY, BUT THAT HE SAV NO ALTERNATIVE T0 WORKING™ WITH IT.
SEVERAL OF THE GENERALS SUGGESTED HE S"CRETLY\IHREATENED TO_EROLONG

THE ASSEMBLY IF IT WAS NOT MORE RESPONSIVE» THIEU
S -E-T
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SUGEESTED THIS TACK WAS UNREALISTIC, AT WHICH POINT
STVERAL OF THE GINERALS SAID THAT THIEU COULD GET
VAT HE WANTED FROM THE ASSEMSLY IF THE MILITARY

UAS SEMIND HIN AND IF KE USED THZ FULL POWER oF

THE OFFICE OF THT .RESID’NCYo

(o]

>+ THIZU THEN EXPOUNDED ON'HIS CONCEPT OF
KO THE GOVIRMMENT SHOULD FUNCT IOW, THIS. .
EXPOSITION MADET IT CLEAR TQAT_HE DID MOT
INTEND TO REVERSE aNY OF HiS Aomzwzsragrxy; 4
REFORMS OR CHANGE KIS PLANS TO "CIVILiANIZE"}v;
THE GOVERNMZNT. R

§. DURING THE MEETING' KY ASKED TPLHU ”
IF HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE PLANNED RE- -
CREANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT, SPECIF ICALLY
HIS PLANS TO CHANGE THE PRIME MINISTER AND
THE CABINZT. HKOWEVER, TKIEU ‘REFUSED To "}’”} o
COMMENT. WHEN PRESSED, THE PRESIDENT SAID '
RE WOULD &< HIS,INTENTIONS CLEAR O THIS

SUSJECT BY (8 MaY. —qsm.o-

LATER IF THIEU H4D GIVEN KY THIS INFORHA;ION

I¥ PAIVATI. XY SAID NO. KY SAID HE' PAD H'D o 3,q( (o)
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" A PRIVATE 'MEETING WITH THIEU ON 13 MAY T0

DISCUSS CHANGES 1§ THE GOVERMYENT. HOWEVIR,

DURING THE MEETING THIZU TALKED I GERERAL= -

ITISS AND REFUSED TO SAY WKETHER OR CT KT -

PLANNED TO REPLACE PRINE WINISTER LOC WITH T%éa VAl HUOHE.

7. -rns GENERALS HAD NOT

MET WITH THIZU TO DISSUADE HIM FRON REHOVING.
LOC. ALTHOUGH KY HAS RESERVATIONS ABGUI &
HUONG AS & “THIRD CENTER GF EXECUTIVE Fcusﬂﬁﬁ.ff' L
{OST OF THE GINZRALS ARE NOT OPPOSZD TO KUONG
OR ANY STROMGLY ANTI-COMNUNIST PREMIER AS LONG.
AS HZ AGREES NOT TO MEDDLE IN THE INTERNAL . |
ASFAIRS OF THE ARMED FORCES. IF THIEU 6% %
A NEU PREMIER ATTEHPTS TO REWOVE BRIGADIER +'°
GENERAL NGUYES NGOC LOAN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF -
NATIONAL POLICE, OR GENERAL CAO VAN VIEN, i .
KY AND ALL THE SENIOR GENERALS WILL RESIGN. .

s | 20 THE GENERALS " e
AGRIED THAT THI BEST WAY THE GUN COULD I~ &

) |

FLUZXCE THE PARIS TALKS WAS TO ACHIEVE SOLID
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~ HILITARY AND POLITICAL PROGRESS IN VIETNAM. ?.Lw R —
TO DO SO THEY FEEL SOUTH VIETNAM s Sl

MUST HAVE A STRONG AﬁD.UNI?IED GOVERN- : oo

MENT LED BY THE MILITARY AND THIS WAS THE

e ———

'MESSAGE THEY WERE TRYING TO CONVEY TO THIEU, Lo

SAID THE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WOULD WIN IN

>

REZCENTLY CAPTURED ENEMY DOCUMENT

'PARIS IF THEY WERE.PATIENT BECAUSE OF THE séﬁxous |
CONTRADICTIONS IN THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT. THERE

WERE CONFLICTS BETWEEN THIEU AND KY, BETWEEN TH//

EXECUTIVE AND THE LEGISLATURE, BETWEEN THE MILITARY

AND THE CIVILIANS, AND BETYEEN THE AHERICANS AND THE
VIETNANESE. EVENTUALLY THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT

WOULD COME APART FROM THE PRESSURE OF THESE CONTRA- '_ k ;;
DICTIONS. COMMUNIST STRATEGY WAS TO EXACERBATE ' ’
THESE COWFLICTS. IF THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT -

COLLAPSED POLITICALLY, THE DISCUSSIONS IN PARIS

WOULD BE ACADEMIC. '

s .‘.-THE GENERALS WERE VERY D ISCOURAGED - R

OVER THIEU'S UNVILLINGNESS TO MODIFY HIS COURSE. Kow- . B 1,5€)
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EVER, KHANG MAINTAINED THAT THE GENERALS DID NOT ?LAN To
TAKE ANY- PRECIPITATE ACTION AGAINST THIEU OR THE 0 - L
GOVERNAENT, UNLESS THE PRESIDENTOFFERED " SoME STRONG . -
PROVOCAT IO, —
THE PRESIDENT HAD DECIDED TO'STRENGTH“EN“' HIS "'

PERSONAL [POVER POSITION NOW WHILE HE STILL KAS THE
AMERICAN [GOVERNMENT AND AMERICAN MILITARY POVER -
BEHIND HIN. 'MOST OF THIEU'S ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS,

—ARE DESIGNED MORE TO STRENVGT‘HEN. THIEU'S PERSONAL

POWER POSITON THAN TO STRENGTHEN THE GOVERNMENT.

—THIEU FAVORS "CIVILIANIZING" THE

'GOVERMMENT SINCE THIS IS THE BEST WAY HE CAN
NEUTRALIZE THE PovER OF Tre miLitary. (D

TO USE THE CHANGES IN THE PROVINCES TO ASSIST -

HI IN BUILDING A PERSONAL POLITICAL PA?TY:IN; o

THE MANNER OF EX-PRESIDENT NGO DINK DIEM. . .~~~ "~ = 1 . f

o. G < ook sovatace oF L I
THE .MEETING AT THE JGS COMPOUND TO EXPLAIN TE - . . Cwsf)
NEW SELF DEFENSE FORCE.- MOST OF THE GENRALS - . - - % - - 3‘1&"") |
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erE VERY SKEPTICAL OF ITS VALUE AND SATD IRE

NILITARY VANTED O PART OF IT. HOWEVER, THE o N

. CORPS COMMANDERS AGREED T0 PROVIDE ARNS atD’ '_j""'fj 7.-;‘;7_
TRAINING IF REQUIRED. P o
YD —NO IDEA WHO WOULD . = .
' BE PRINE MINISTER NEXT WEEK. —
'RUMOR THAT HUONG WAS RELUCTANT TO TAKE THE JOB -

SINCE HE HAD HEARD OF KY'S OPPOSITON.

ALL THREE GENERALS PRISINTLY IN THE CABINET,

VY, TRI, AND VIEN, STATED AT THE MEETING AT THE

JGS THAT THEY WOULD NOT REWAIN IN A SUSSEQUENT = R
. CABINET EVEN IF ASKED. _ e .

FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT THIEU WOULD ASK GENERAL | e ’ o %

TRAN THIEN KHIEN AND LIEUTENANT GENERAL ;

DO CAO TRI TO JOIN A NEW CABINET.

12, FIELD DISSEW: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER, DEPUTY
AMBASSADOR BERGER, POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACY (GENERAL
VESTNORELAND, GENERAL ABRANS, ABASSADOR KOWER) CINCPAC

PACFLT ARPAC PACAF ~ o
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