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Dealing With the Punjab Crisie

New Delhi Is continuing to daal harshly with both Sikh mocderates
and extremists and Is preparing to Issue a “white paper” on the
causges of the crisis In Punlab.-

Prime Minister Gandhi is
a2damant that she will not negotiate with the Sikhs until Punjab has
returned to normal, ] i 3

Authorities in Punjab on Thursday arrested the acting leaders of two
Sikh organizations who had called a meeting of prominent Sikhs and
religious elders, according to press accounts. More than 6,000 Sikhs
ara being detained under the national security act. Two senior state
administrators resigned after senior officials in New Delhi aileged that
their failure to crack down on Sikh dissicdence during the past two
years contributed to the crisis, according to press repons.-

the publication of the white paper
has Deen delayed, apparently because of disagreements about how to
handle the question of foreign s upport for the Sikh extremists.

Comment: Ganchi's hard line apparently reflects her determination
to avoid any appearance of compromisa that might dilute Hindu
support for her crackdown in an eleclion year. Her actions probably
will delay the emergence of a new moderate Sikh leadership and
could prompt disaffected Sikhs 1o turn to the extremists. i

The government's whita papor will te the tirst since the Sino-Indian
war in 1962. Gandhi may chcosa to play down chargas against the
US, but sha probably will caiculate that accusing Pakistan ot

Invclvermant will ba well recaived by Hindu voters. {_
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